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Artist Cherry Hadley captured this atmospheric winter
scene. Why not join the Art Club and see what you can do?
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Farewell Richard
WE SAY GOODBYE TO OUR VICAR

The Parish Pump Local News

Nothing good lasts forever, so we’re sad to
learn that Revd Richard Gibbs is leaving
our parishes to take up new challenges.

Richard has built up a relationship with the
parishioners in each of his five churches,
and we know he thought long and hard
before taking the decision to leave and
placing family first. As he explains in this
issue, he and wife Sue will be working in
care-related jobs and are currently
decorating their new home in Lancashire.

There will be a special farewell service at
St Mary’s at 3pm on Sunday 29th January,
so come along and wish Richard well.

TWELFTH NIGHT!
Thank you to everyone who contributed to
the Stilton Community Christmas Tree this
year. Just a reminder that all decorations
will be removed from the tree on January
6th. If you have placed any decorations on
the tree and wish to keep them, please ensure
they are removed by the 6th. Any decorations
left on the tree will be recycled.

NEW DENS FOR BEARS
Linda Angus writes to thank everyone who
generously donated soft toys and hand-made
goods for the Stilton Christmas Fair. 110
teddies were re-homed, raising £55 for the
young people of Stilton and district. The
Made in Stilton stall raised a further £181.

SENDING MESSAGES
VIA SCAN

The horrendous increase in the cost of
stamps has put many off sending lots of
Christmas cards. (Own goal, Post Office?)
And for older residents, tramping the streets
in the cold weather to hand-deliver locally
is not an appealing prospect.

SCAN to the rescue! We’re always happy to
print readers’ messages to residents, whether
Christmas greetings or other messages. All
we ask is a very modest donation towards
our production costs - we are a community
resource, after all.

We’ll remind you again in the autumn!

Contributors !
We want your material!

For SCAN, email scan1@stilton.org
or call Kelvin on (01733) 244140

For Folklore, email to Sarah Abbott
at abbottsarahj@hotmail.co.uk
or call her on (01733) 247275
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The Sports Page...

Founded in 2016, Stilton Table Tennis Club
is one of our village’s great success stories.
It’s registered as a 'Premier Club' with Table
Tennis England, the sport's governing body,
so is very much the sort of sports club
that can offer serious opportunities at
all levels.

Steve Ambler told SCAN: ‘Due to an
increase in membership, we recently
decided to launch a separate session
for juniors. So we can now
welcome more younger players to
our club. We would be particularly pleased
to recruit more girls.’

The club provides both social and
competitive table tennis for both adults and
juniors (from aged 11). All of their activities
take place in the excellent facilities at Stilton
Pavilion. By offering dedicated Juniors
sessions, the club will be better able to focus
its coaching provisions, so we expect Steve
to be reporting on some up & coming young
champions soon!

Club night is on Tuesdays:

Juniors - 6pm to 7:30pm
Seniors - 7:30pm to 9:30pm

A Seniors 'Bat & Chat' session is
held on Mondays from 11am to
1pm.

Coaching and equipment are provided.

If you are interested in playing table
tennis and would like to book a free

'taster' session, just ring Steve Ambler on
(01733) 242156.

Creating Opportunities
STILTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB KEEPS GROWING

STILTON PARISH CLERK:

The Clerk, Stilton Parish Council
The Parish Room, Church Street
Stilton PE7 3RF

Tel: (01733) 639106
clerk@stiltonparishcouncil.gov.uk

The post box now has an edge of
snowy white lace
Happy Christmas to all who enjoy
a post box stare
Thank you to our secret knitter
for her skill and care
            YW
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Dear Resident,

Please note Yaxley Runners will be
staging the annual Folksworth 15-mile
road race, on Sunday 22nd January.

This is our 32nd year, with runners
returning year after year, such is the
popularity of this event. It is well
established throughout the running
fraternity and the race starts at 11am in
Morborne Road.

As in previous years:

1. Weather permitting, parking will be at
the end of Townend Way.

2. A partial road closure will be instigated
at the top (South East) end of Elm
Road, from the junction with
Washingley Road to the corner of
Apreece Road.

With agreement from the Parish Council
the road will be closed to traffic from
11am to 2pm. We endeavour to
minimise any inconvenience, especially
where car parking and the road closure
is concerned. Please note vehicle
registration or Runners’ numbers if a
competitor causes offence. Information
can be relayed via our website
www.yaxleyrunners. org.uk or through
your Parish Council representative.

We look forward to your support and
invite you to join the spectators on the
day.

With grateful thanks
The Race Committee

Additional Safety Information
For the safety of the runners, in addition
to the road closure permitted within
Folksworth village, for the duration of
the race there will also be Road Traffic
Management in place with a temporary
speed limit on the Washingley
Road/Bullock Road crossroads, towards
Lutton.
Once again, the Race Committee thank
you for your understanding and
cooperation.

FOLKSWORTH
15 2023

SUNDAY
JANUARY 22
Race starts 11am

yaxleyrunners.org.uk

@Yaxleyrunners

facebook.com/
yaxley.runners

Road closed between
these points
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Stilton Culture
All the Fun of the Fair
ANOTHER GREAT VILLAGE CHRISTMAS EVENT

Stilton's Christmas Fair at the end of
November was once again a great success,
writes Keith Bull. With over 40 fabulous
stalls it was a great social event and
hundreds of villagers were there to enjoy
themselves. The refreshments, including
mulled wine, and the children's games added
to the festive occasion. Our cakes proved
so popular that we were running out by the
end of the afternoon!

A 2½ GRAND DAY OUT
So many residents and stallholders
commented on the wonderful atmosphere
on the day. But as well as being an enjoyable
day (and providing many villagers with
great Christmas presents) we were able to
raise more than £2,500 for our projects for
the young people of Stilton.

The Grand Draw took place at the end of
the afternoon and the lucky prize winners
have all received their prizes.

Running such events is hard work and it
needs a great team effort to succeed. It
would not have been possible without all
those who turned up on the day to help the
YES Committee. A big thank you to all our
helpers! And thanks also to all those who
supported the Fair.

AND SO TO 2023…
The Christmas Fair's a great village event,
and so popular that already we've booked
the Pavilion for the 2023 Christmas Fair.
Put the date in your new diaries - Saturday
25th November 2023!

YES is also looking forward to the new year
to plan events for those of secondary school
age - with a start-up event in April or May.
We are keen to make good use of our
Christmas Fair funds! Watch SCAN for future
developments.

Make a New Year’s Resolution you really can keep!
Join us for some healthy, enjoyable exercise in good company.

Meet at the Pump at 10:00

For more information about Stumbling,
just Google ‘Stilton Stumblers’ or call Shirley on (01733) 246209

8th Jan Manton 7 mi 22nd Jan Stanground 6 mi
5th Feb Agden Green 5 mi 19th Feb King’s Dyke 6 mi
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Wednesday Club
At Stilton Pavilion

Every Wednesday from 2-4pm
A great meeting place to enjoy social conversation

● Cakes, tea and coffee always available for a nominal fee

● Stay supple! Enjoy regular chair yoga sessions!

Stilton in Tune
MAKE A DATE FOR FEBRUARY!

As I write this we are in the middle of some
of the coldest weather for years, writes Tony
Oliver. Just what we didn’t need with the
rising cost of energy!

Anyway, on to musical matters and we were
indebted to master musician Chris Stanbury
for a great afternoon and a fine selection of
music, interspersed with some seasonal
favourites. Disappointingly, our attendance
was quite lower than usual at just forty five.
Hopefully this was just a glitch and that we
can gain larger audience numbers during
2023 to enable us to keep these concerts
going and to help support the Pavilion.

I would like to explain a little about the
keyboard/electronic organ scene which gets
rare publicity on radio or television, mainly
because the Musicians’ Union will not allow
the broadcasting of our kind of music.
Because these instruments can emulate a
whole orchestra they feel jobs could be lost!

So, to hear the scope of these wonderful
keyboards I can only recommend that you
come along and listen; you could well be
amazed at the sounds. Forget church organs
and theatre/cinema organs (although even
these can be replicated) but listen to music
from so many genres from jazz, big bands
to orchestral and classical, skilfully played
by the best keyboard artistes from around
our country. I can only ask that you come
along to support live music and your local
community venue - the Stilton Pavilion.

We recommence on Sunday 5th February at
2:30pm with the marvellous Tony Stace. A
warm welcome and fine light music awaits.

All best wishes for a Happy New Year from
all at Your Kind of Music.

Tony Oliver
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Folklore News & Info for Folksworth,
Morborne & Washingley Folk

Diary Dates
ALL EVENTS IN THE VILLAGE HALL

Tuesday 3rd January   Ladies Circle
Saturday 7th January  Peterborough Cat Rescue Indoor Car Boot Sale
Tuesday 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st  The Worthy Folk Coffee Morning
Saturday 28th January  (am) Coffee AM
Saturday 28th January  (pm) Burns Night quiz and supper

FOLKSWORTH LADIES CIRCLE

On Tuesday 13th December we enjoyed our
annual Christmas meal at the Admiral Wells.
It was a very cold evening but good food
and good company made up for it!

Our January meeting is on Tuesday 3rd at
7:30pm when we will be having a Quiz &
Nibbles Night. If you have any Christmas
leftovers (crisps, nuts, mince pies etc), bring
them along, and if you haven't been to
Ladies Circle before, do come to the Village
Hall and make new friends.

Happy New Year from Folksworth Ladies
Circle!

FOLKSWORTH ART CLUB
During December we had some very
picturesque days, with beautiful sunsets and
wonderful frosts.  Several of us captured
these scenes on our cameras ready to
recreate them or use them as inspiration in
our paintings.

We are lucky to have such a bright (and
warm!) Village Hall to paint in and are
pleased that we can paint together in the

cold winter months.  Who knows, we may
already be painting next year's Christmas
Cards.

We meet in the Village Hall on Thursdays
from 12:30pm to 4:30pm. Why not make it
your New Year's Resolution to give painting
a go? You will be made very welcome.
Contact Cherry Hadley on 244258 for more
information.
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The volunteer trustees of Folksworth
Washingley & Morborne Village Hall are
proud to announce their achievement of the
Level 1 Hallmark quality award.

Local rural development charity,
Cambridgeshire ACRE, oversees the award
in the County and checks that any halls
applying are reaching the high standard
required before independent assessors
inspect the hall to check that all is in order.
For Level 1, halls must demonstrate that
they meet rigorous requirements for good
charity administration.

Chief Executive of Cambridgeshire ACRE,
Kirsten Bennett, said: ‘Congratulations to
everyone at Folksworth, Washingley &
Morborne Village Hall on this achievement.
This accreditation demonstrates how well
the hall is being run for the local community.
I'm delighted we are able to formally
recognise all the hard work that the hall's
volunteers and trustees put in to making it
such a special place to visit.’

Benefits of achieving the Hallmark standard
for village halls include formal recognition
that the community facility has embedded
good practice and procedures, discounts on
insurance and giving residents and hirers
confidence that their community venue is
safe and well managed.

Andy Goodfellow, Chairman at Folksworth,
Washingley & Morborne Village Hall, said:
‘As a village hall, in a village lacking a shop
or pub, we aim to be the hub of our
community, providing residents with a
venue they know to be a friendly, safe
environment for everyone.

‘From pre-school to coffee mornings to pub
nights, our Village Hall covers all bases,
and going forward strives to become even
more relevant in the lives of our community.
Receiving the ACRE accreditation is a great
acknowledgment that the service we provide
is recognised as first class.’

Hallmarked
A MAJOR MILESTONE FOR OUR VILLAGE HALL
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Join us for a quiz and

Haggis (*) & Neaps Supper

Tickets £8 per person.  Teams of up to 6

To book a table contact Sarah

Abbott on 07410 709376 or

abbottsarahj@hotmail.co.uk

All profits will go towards

maintenance and  improvements

to the Village Hall

(*) Vegetarian option available

THE WORTHY FOLK
COFFEE MORNING

Join us for a cuppa, a biscuit
and a chat on a Tuesday

Tuesday 10th, 17th, 24th and 31st January

10am to 12pm

Folksworth, Washingley and Morborne Village Hall
– Community room*

Open to adults who live in Folksworth, Washingley or Morborne

(*It’s at the back of the Hall!)

Please call Rosemary Dyer (07794 551256) or Sarah Abbott (07410 709376)
if you need transport to get to the hall.
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VACANCY FOR VILLAGE HALL
CLEANER IN FOLKSWORTH

We are looking for a self-employed individual who is reliable, flexible, with an eye
for detail and who takes pride in their work to take on the role of CLEANER of
Folksworth, Washingley and Morborne Village Hall.

JOB DESCRIPTION

● Friday afternoon - 3:30pm to 5:30pm

● £10 an hour rising to £11 an hour in
April

DUTIES
● Clean all areas in accordance with the

schedule provided, including entrance
lobby, main hall, community room,
toilets, kitchen and internal windows,
ensuring they are maintained to a high
standard.

● Check and replace all consumable
items (toilet rolls, soap, paper towels
etc).

● Place waste in the refuse bins.

● Advise nominated trustee of
requirement to purchase cleaning
materials and/or consumables to
ensure the hall never runs out of
supplies.

● Report any maintenance issues to
the trustee nominated by the Village
Hall Management Committee on a
timely basis.

If you are interested in this position,
please send your CV to Andrew
Goodfellow, chair.villagehall@gmail.com
or call 07946 033882.

Peterborough Cat Rescue
Indoor Car Boot

Folksworth, Washingley
and Morborne Village Hall

Saturday 7th January 10am-1pm
£6 a table and free entry for browsers

Refreshments available
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Around the Parish
FOLKSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

As I'm writing this there's snow on the
ground and some icy surfaces. Please take
care when moving around and use the salt
provided in the bins to deal with icy
pavements as required. The salt is for public
rather than private areas so please don't use
it for drives etc. The bins are located
opposite the Village Hall, at the top of
Hawthorn Rd and bottom of The Paddocks.
If you notice they need refilling, please let
me know.

We understand that the current economic
situation is causing problems for many.
There are several schemes aimed at helping
those most in need, but these can seem
confusing. If you require help, please get in
touch with one of the Councillors or me,
and we will do our best to point you in the
right direction.

The Saturday AM monthly event which has
become so popular continues and in addition
the first Tuesday club has taken place
successfully. Both provide somewhere
warm to go, refreshments and happy faces
- everyone is welcome.

Council’s plans for the development of the
playing field at the bottom of Townsend
Way continue. Swings have been ordered
and will be in place at the beginning of the
new year. There is a worldwide shortage of
steel which has resulted in delays. Our
application for funding for a Multi-Use Play
Area (MUGA) will be submitted next
month. This is a very high-cost project, and
we need to show public support for it.

There's been a very positive response from
the post that went onto Facebook. Please
keep your comments and ideas coming in.
If we're not successful on this round, we
will have another opportunity to apply in
the middle of next year.

Councillors have recently undertaken their
seasonal maintenance walk around the
parish, noting issues and areas which require
attention. These will be reported but
residents can also report using the 'report a
fault' tool on the Cambs County Council
website - www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk.
Alternatively, if you come across anything
let me know and I'll report it for you.
Anything considered dangerous is dealt with
quickly but unfortunately the Highways
section of Cambs County Council does not
have an unlimited budget, so some things
just join a 'to do' list.

We have received reports of incidents
involving motorists and horse riders.
Council is looking into the possibility of
signage and working with the British Horse
Society on this. They have a reporting page
on their website for any accidents or
incidents so please use this if you see
something or are involved in anything
yourself. Their website is www.bhs.org.uk

Councillors had a useful meeting with the
District Council regarding the area of public
land in Apreece Road. Although we were
of course aware that the entire area is listed
as being of environmental value with every
tree being protected by a Preservation Order
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we were not aware that the individual trees
had a monetary value attached to them. For
instance, the large Oak attracts a fine of
£30,000 for any unauthorised works to it!
Other trees in this area have other values,
such is the recognised importance of this
area. The District Council will manage this
area as an open space for all in a way that
will encourage wildlife. The emphasis will
be on ‘manage rather than manicure’ and
over-maintenance will be discouraged. Any
items left on this area can be viewed as fly
tipping by the district council and could
result in large fines

Anyone can report fly tipping which will be
dealt with by Huntingdonshire District
Council provided it is not on private land.
This can be done via the reporting tool on
their website www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk
or alternatively get in touch with me and I
will do it.

We have received reports of illegal metal
detecting in fields around the parish and
particularly at Washingley Castle. If you see
anything at all, please report it to the police.

The new weight limit in the parish appears
to be having some effect, although it will
take time for all the various navigation
systems to update. We are aware of local
companies still coming through the parish
and we will be contacting them directly.
Please note that businesses located in the
parish are allowed to access their premises
and of course farm vehicles also have access.
If you have any information to pass on
regarding persistent offenders, please let me
know. We were always aware that the police
were unlikely to enforce the limit but a direct
communication to the companies might.

The new entrance gates are now in place.
Our expectation was that there would be a
gate on either side of each entrance but have
been told that the verges are not wide enough
due to the hedges. Negotiations continue!

Lastly, we have received reports of people
walking between Folksworth and Stilton in
the dark wearing dark clothing and walking
in the direction of the traffic flow.
Obviously, this isn't safe, and everyone is
reminded to wear something light or
reflective and walk on the side of oncoming
traffic. At this time of year when the sun is
very low it can dazzle drivers' eyes making
things even more difficult. There have been
some near misses so please take care. We
have been asked many times for a footpath
but have been told this is not feasible.

Best wishes to all for a happy and peaceful
2023 from everyone at the Parish Council.

As always, I'm happy to help if I can.

Jackie Stanbridge
Clerk to the Council/RFO
07724 171158
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What to do, where to do it and who to do it with

WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO
Toddlers' Dance Monday 9:15am during term-time Stilton Church Meeting Room Michelle Pratt 07906 114942
Pre-School (Folksworth) Mon,Tue,Wed,Fri 9:00am - 3:00pm Folksworth Village Hall Nikki 07542 172075
Sweaty Mama - workouts for 6mths-4yrs Sat 8am Folksworth Village Hall Cassie Roberts 07961 687795

Stilton United Colts Sat KO 10am As per fixtures Glen Woolner 07771 784643

Parish Council (Stilton) 7:30pm 2nd Tuesday in month Stilton Pavilion or Parish Meeting Room Julianne Lawrence (Clerk) 639106 clerk@stiltonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council (Folksworth) 7:30 - 9:30pm 3rd Tuesday in month Folksworth Village Hall Jackie Stanbridge (Clerk) 07724 171158 clerk@folksworthwashingley-pc.org.uk
Stilton Stitchers Tue 2:30 - 5pm Stilton Church Meeting Room Pat Maltman 242229
Friday Social Group Fri 2 - 4pm Stilton Church Meeting Room Diane Glenn 07400 693351
Folksworth Coffee Morning Sat 10am-12noon Folksworth Village Hall Andy Goodfellow 07507 304326
Stilton Church Coffee Morning Monthly, every 3rd Saturday, 10:30-noon Stilton Church Meeting Room
For up to date details of church services, please visit the Stilton Group of Churches website www.stiltonchurches.com Revd Richard Gibbs 248701 stiltonchurchesvicar@gmail.com

Stilton Gardening Club 7:30pm 3rd Tuesday in month Stilton Church Meeting Room Pat Maltman 242229
Pilates (Stilton) - over-50s Fri 11:30am-12:30 Stilton Pavilion Vicky Leschallas 07919 053140
Pilates (Stilton) Tue 10:00 - 11:00am Stilton Pavilion Frances Ellis 07714 773528
Pilates (Folksworth) Thu 6:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Sue Gibbs 07709 938122 sueliz1@live.co.uk
Clubbercise Mon 6:30-8:30pm; Wed & Fri 9:15-10:15am Stilton Pavilion Louise Knox 07957 983950
Stilton Table Tennis Club Mon (adults) 11am-1pm; Tue 7:00-9:00pm Stilton Pavilion Steve Ambler 242156
Stilton Carpet Bowls Club Mon 2pm, Thu 7:30pm Stilton Pavilion Scott Sherrington 242409
Stilton Wednesday Club Wed 2-4pm Coffee, cake & conversation. Stilton Pavilion Alison Shailer 07504 005825
Folksworth Carpet Bowls Club Mon 7 - 9pm Folksworth Village Hall Chris Blythe 241938 cblythe47@outlook.com
Peterborough Opera Group Fri 7:30 - 9:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Kate Wishart admin@peterboroughopera.co.uk
Yoga Thu 5.30 - 7pm Stilton Pavilion Brian Appleyard 244642 bappleyard08@tiscali.co.uk
Pilates Mon 7:45pm; Tue 6pm; Wed 9:15am Stilton Church Meeting Room Sue Gibbs 07709 938122
FUNFITNESS - low-impact for over 60's Tue 11am; Thur 10:30am. Tue 2pm at St B's Hall, Yaxley Stilton Church Meeting Room Sue Gibbs 07709 938122
Chairobics Tue 2-3pm St B's Hall, Yaxley Sue Gibbs 07709 938122
Stilton United FC Sat 3:00pm kick-off As per fixtures Terry Baker 07756 778154
Folksworth Art Club Thu 12:30-4:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Cherry Hadley 244258 cherry.hadley.ch@gmail.com
Folksworth Ladies' Circle 1st Tuesday in month 7:30-9:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Karen Mason 07980 262253 karen.mason@gmx.com
Yaxley Flower Club 3rd Thursday in month, 7:30pm Yaxley British Legion Yvonne Wagstaff 243370
Stilton Stumblers (walking group) Alternate Sundays 10:00am - see info in this issue Meet at the Pump Shirley Gregory 246209
Fortissimo Swing Band Wed 8-9:30pm Stilton Pavilion enquiries@fortissimoswing.org.uk

Mobile Library (Stilton and Folksworth) 4th Wednesday in month - see info in this issue See advert in this issue mobilelibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Age Well Club Tue 9:30 - 11:45am Austin Hall, Main Street, Yaxley
'Chatterbox' Carers' Support Group 2nd & 4th Mondays in month, 2-4pm CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk
Music & Spoken Word Social Group 2nd & 4th Fridays in month, 1:30-3pm CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk
Green End Day Club Mon-Thurs 10am - 1:30pm CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk
Sawtry Man Cave Mon, Tue, Thurs 9am - 12 noon CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk

CONTACT

Are we up to date? Tell SCAN about your activities!

To join Stilton or Folksworth Rainbows, Brownies or Guides, please visit: www.girlguiding.org and click on 'Get Involved.'
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What to do, where to do it and who to do it with

WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO
Toddlers' Dance Monday 9:15am during term-time Stilton Church Meeting Room Michelle Pratt 07906 114942
Pre-School (Folksworth) Mon,Tue,Wed,Fri 9:00am - 3:00pm Folksworth Village Hall Nikki 07542 172075
Sweaty Mama - workouts for 6mths-4yrs Sat 8am Folksworth Village Hall Cassie Roberts 07961 687795

Stilton United Colts Sat KO 10am As per fixtures Glen Woolner 07771 784643

Parish Council (Stilton) 7:30pm 2nd Tuesday in month Stilton Pavilion or Parish Meeting Room Julianne Lawrence (Clerk) 639106 clerk@stiltonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Parish Council (Folksworth) 7:30 - 9:30pm 3rd Tuesday in month Folksworth Village Hall Jackie Stanbridge (Clerk) 07724 171158 clerk@folksworthwashingley-pc.org.uk
Stilton Stitchers Tue 2:30 - 5pm Stilton Church Meeting Room Pat Maltman 242229
Friday Social Group Fri 2 - 4pm Stilton Church Meeting Room Diane Glenn 07400 693351
Folksworth Coffee Morning Sat 10am-12noon Folksworth Village Hall Andy Goodfellow 07507 304326
Stilton Church Coffee Morning Monthly, every 3rd Saturday, 10:30-noon Stilton Church Meeting Room
For up to date details of church services, please visit the Stilton Group of Churches website www.stiltonchurches.com Revd Richard Gibbs 248701 stiltonchurchesvicar@gmail.com

Stilton Gardening Club 7:30pm 3rd Tuesday in month Stilton Church Meeting Room Pat Maltman 242229
Pilates (Stilton) - over-50s Fri 11:30am-12:30 Stilton Pavilion Vicky Leschallas 07919 053140
Pilates (Stilton) Tue 10:00 - 11:00am Stilton Pavilion Frances Ellis 07714 773528
Pilates (Folksworth) Thu 6:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Sue Gibbs 07709 938122 sueliz1@live.co.uk
Clubbercise Mon 6:30-8:30pm; Wed & Fri 9:15-10:15am Stilton Pavilion Louise Knox 07957 983950
Stilton Table Tennis Club Mon (adults) 11am-1pm; Tue 7:00-9:00pm Stilton Pavilion Steve Ambler 242156
Stilton Carpet Bowls Club Mon 2pm, Thu 7:30pm Stilton Pavilion Scott Sherrington 242409
Stilton Wednesday Club Wed 2-4pm Coffee, cake & conversation. Stilton Pavilion Alison Shailer 07504 005825
Folksworth Carpet Bowls Club Mon 7 - 9pm Folksworth Village Hall Chris Blythe 241938 cblythe47@outlook.com
Peterborough Opera Group Fri 7:30 - 9:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Kate Wishart admin@peterboroughopera.co.uk
Yoga Thu 5.30 - 7pm Stilton Pavilion Brian Appleyard 244642 bappleyard08@tiscali.co.uk
Pilates Mon 7:45pm; Tue 6pm; Wed 9:15am Stilton Church Meeting Room Sue Gibbs 07709 938122
FUNFITNESS - low-impact for over 60's Tue 11am; Thur 10:30am. Tue 2pm at St B's Hall, Yaxley Stilton Church Meeting Room Sue Gibbs 07709 938122
Chairobics Tue 2-3pm St B's Hall, Yaxley Sue Gibbs 07709 938122
Stilton United FC Sat 3:00pm kick-off As per fixtures Terry Baker 07756 778154
Folksworth Art Club Thu 12:30-4:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Cherry Hadley 244258 cherry.hadley.ch@gmail.com
Folksworth Ladies' Circle 1st Tuesday in month 7:30-9:30pm Folksworth Village Hall Karen Mason 07980 262253 karen.mason@gmx.com
Yaxley Flower Club 3rd Thursday in month, 7:30pm Yaxley British Legion Yvonne Wagstaff 243370
Stilton Stumblers (walking group) Alternate Sundays 10:00am - see info in this issue Meet at the Pump Shirley Gregory 246209
Fortissimo Swing Band Wed 8-9:30pm Stilton Pavilion enquiries@fortissimoswing.org.uk

Mobile Library (Stilton and Folksworth) 4th Wednesday in month - see info in this issue See advert in this issue mobilelibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
Age Well Club Tue 9:30 - 11:45am Austin Hall, Main Street, Yaxley
'Chatterbox' Carers' Support Group 2nd & 4th Mondays in month, 2-4pm CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk
Music & Spoken Word Social Group 2nd & 4th Fridays in month, 1:30-3pm CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk
Green End Day Club Mon-Thurs 10am - 1:30pm CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk
Sawtry Man Cave Mon, Tue, Thurs 9am - 12 noon CARESCO Centre CARESCO Office 01487 832105 office@caresco.org.uk

CONTACT

Are we up to date? Tell SCAN about your activities!

To join Stilton or Folksworth Rainbows, Brownies or Guides, please visit: www.girlguiding.org and click on 'Get Involved.'
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From the Pulpit News from Stilton
Group of Churches

Moving On...
WE SAY A FOND FAREWELL TO OUR VICAR

It's been a little over six and a half years
since I came to our group of churches to
become vicar, writes Richard Gibbs. We
came knowing little about the area really,
but feeling that God was calling us here
especially.

There was clearly a great variety of
opportunity in our communities and there
is also a strong feeling of privilege to be
part of the stories of churches that have been
part of the landscape here for many
centuries. It continues to be a thrill for me
to stand either outside or inside our churches
to welcome and lead people in worship. The
same is true in our school, where the
children have entered in to everything
enthusiastically.

Leaving then, is quite a wrench for us. We
have met and worked with some wonderful
people and little could have been done these
last years without us working together.
Every week has been blessed with people
willing to play their part and the blend of
talent has made being part of our churches
a great honour.

We are moving to a small town called
Burscough in Lancashire, about half way
between Preston and Liverpool. I will
continue to be Vicar until the end of January.
If you have any questions this month, please
get in touch directly.

WHAT ARE WE DOING?
Probably quite a bit of decorating, though
we have also now got day jobs too. We will
both be working for the Methodist Homes
Association. Richard will be a chaplain and
Sue will be an activities coordinator.

THE SEARCH FOR
A NEW VICAR

This will begin very soon. We have to create
a profile to describe our churches and
villages, then advertise to encourage
applications. This will take a few months,
but we will get to work on it straight away.

FAREWELL
As we head to Lancashire, we leave with
special memories of some amazing events,
services, social action and lots of good
weather (we came from Lancashire
remember). There was also a smattering of
glorious failures too, which are a sign you
are experimenting and nothing to be afraid
of. Our hope and prayer is that the next vicar
will have at least as many special moments
and offer their unique take on how the
churches worship and serve their
communities.

There isn't space here to say all my thank
yous - not just for church members but for
our community leaders and residents. I
will do my best at our leaving service (see
opposite) to which you are warmly invited.
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SERVICE TIMES AND STYLES
We have been hugely blessed with offers of
help to lead services over the next few
months. This means we can more or less
offer a similar variety of service styles as
in 2022. There are some changes to the
service pattern necessary to accommodate
when people are available, so please keep
an eye out either on the Link Services web
page or on church notice boards. Midweek
services will continue as normal.

JANUARY SERVICES
Stilton (All at 11:15am)

8th  Holy Communion
15th Inspire (Contemporary Worship)
22nd Cafe Church
29th Special Farewell Service, starting
 at 3pm, with a buffet afterwards

Folksworth (All at 9:45am)

8th Morning Praise
15th Holy Communion
22nd Morning Praise

Morborne

15th Holy Communion (BCP) 3:00pm
MIDWEEK SERVICES

Stilton  4th January at 12:30pm with soup
lunch afterwards

WEDDINGS, BAPTISMS
AND FUNERALS

These can continue to be hosted by your
local church. Contact your church warden.

If you have any questions regarding church
matters, your church wardens are your best
points of contact for most things:
Stilton: Marion Hodson (01733) 241875
marionhodson@hotmail.co.uk
Folksworth: John Blackman 07880 717968

Our Administrator, Lauren Boughton is now
on maternity leave (welcome to the world
baby Owen!), but Sally Gunning is covering
her leave. Sally can be contacted at
Stiltongroupofchurches@gmail.com.

WARM SPACES PROJECT
In December the temperatures dropped, but
there hasn't been a great deal of call for the
warm space at the church even then. As you
can imagine, it's a significant commitment
to staff the warm space, so we have decided
to pause the project. We can still warm the
meeting room if called upon, but we hope
you understand our reasoning for now. If
you need help, please contact Marion
Hodson.

BIBLE STORY LEGO
Rev Richard is launching a weekly ‘Bible
Story Lego’ club for Folksworth CE Primary
School on Thursdays after school, starting
on 12th January. Clare Kirk and Rev. Richard
will be re-telling a Bible story each week
and the children will then ‘build’ the story
with Lego bricks. If you can donate any
spare Lego to this new venture, please
contact Rev. Richard. Any advice/ideas for
the construction of boats, fishes, temples
and lions with Lego, will also be gratefully
received!

Food Banks
Please continue to support our
food banks. Collection point is
Stilton Church or the Rectory.
Thank you.
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From The Cabbage Patch
Feathered Friends

TO FEED OR NOT TO FEED: THAT IS THE QUESTION

This question bothered me in the extremely
cold spell before Christmas and with all the
reports of avian flu in the area, writes Pat
Maltman. I really enjoy watching birds in
the garden, but by attracting them to feeders,
would I be making the situation worse?

Viruses change and adapt very quickly and
this particular strain of avian flu has had a
devastating effect on many species.
Increasing deaths among gulls, geese, swans
and some raptors have been reported. You
see dead swans on the River Nene in
Peterborough and the boating lake.  Last
winter one third of the barnacle geese
arriving in the Solway Firth died - over
16,000 birds.  The current strain of the virus
seems to have spread from the north of
Scotland down our coasts and is now as far
south as Cornwall.  Scotland holds 70% of
the world population of great skuas
(bonxies) and over 60% of these have died.
On Bass Rock, the world's largest colony
of northern gannets with up to 150,000
breeding birds, there have been losses in the
thousands.  It could take a long time for
these populations to recover as many of
these species take a few years to reach
breeding maturity and only lay one or two
eggs per year.

CALL IT IN
It is a sad story and, as with most viruses,
the science is not fully understood.  Many

waterfowl, chickens, geese and ducks often
are found to carry the virus with no ill effects
but, of course, are spreading the disease to
more vulnerable species.  The RSPB website
says: ‘if you find a single bird of prey or
owl, 3 or more dead wild waterfowl (swans,
geese or ducks), gulls, or 5 or more dead
wild birds of any other species (including
gulls) at the same place at the same time,
report them to the Defra helpline on 03459
33 55 77.’

KEEP IT CLEAN
From reading RSPB and BTO websites, it
appears safe and advisable to feed garden
birds provided that feeders and bird baths
are cleaned regularly - at least once a week.
So far it looks as though our small garden
bird do not succumb to the avian flu virus.
However, if corvids (magpies, jackdaws etc)
or game birds visit your feeders then the
advice is to remove all feeders and bird baths
as these species may carry the avian flu
virus. Cleaning bird feeders is also very
important in helping to stop the spread of
Trichomonas, a deadly parasite to several
small bird species.  It has been calculated
that the population of greenfinches has been
reduced by 63% through infection with
Trichomonas. Chaffinches have also
decreased in number.

If only it were this simple! There is also a
school of thought which suggests that
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Stilton Gardening and Natural History Club
For everyone interested in gardening and the environment

Tuesday January 17th

Buttercups
An illustrated talk by botanist Pat Maltman on the plants of the

buttercup family, the Ranunculaceae, from humble, common wild
flowers to beautiful and highly desirable garden plants.

Stilton Church Meeting Room 7:30pm

feeding birds in gardens is great for some
species at the expense of others.  A recent
paper by conservation biologists poses the
question whether feeding helps or hinders
biodiversity; that the numbers of species
such as blue tits and great tits have increased
greatly at the expense of others. The RSPB
feels that the positive effects of feeding
outweigh the negative and that it is far more
likely that the decline in numbers of rarer
species is due to other environmental factors.

Just to add the conundrum - are we feeding
up the local vermin? We used to have a very
elegant bird table which stood on the edge
of the lawn but it had to go when I sat in
the kitchen one winter afternoon watching
as several rats came under the fence from
the dyke at the bottom of the garden,
climbed up the post and helped themselves.
I suppose their need is as great as the birds
but they are just not as welcome!

Stilton Church Coffee Mornings
Stilton’s regular monthly coffee mornings have started again

on every 3rd Saturday of the month
from 10:30am until 12pm in the Church Meeting Room.

A lovely opportunity to enjoy a cup of tea or coffee
and homemade cake with friends.

There is usually a raffle or
homemade produce for sale too.

All are welcome.
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New Year Events
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT YAXLEY LIBRARY

Library News

REGULAR CHILDREN'S
EVENTS

Rhymetime Come along and join the fun -
songs and rhymes for infants and pre-
schoolers. Tuesdays, 10:30-11am.

U5's Stay & Play Bring your little ones to
socialise in a safe, friendly environment.
Fridays, 9:30-10:30am.

Lego Club Build Lego masterpieces with
your friends and family! Saturdays, 10-
11am. (50p/child)

BookTrust 'Cozy Season' Storytime
New series of BookTrust Prize Storytimes.
New story each month! Collect stickers and
take part in some simple crafts. Suitable for
pre-schoolers. 2nd Thursday Monthly, 2-
3pm.
OTHER CHILDREN'S EVENTS

Chinese New Year Activities and crafts
based on Chinese culture and the Zodiac!
Saturday 21st January 2023, 10-11am
(£1/child, booking required)

Pokémon and Manga Arts & Crafts
Japanese activities and crafts with a focus
on Pokémon! Thursday 16th February 2023,
2-4pm (£1/child, booking required)

World Book Day Arts & Crafts Join us
for an artistic event in celebration of World

Book Day! Saturday 4th March 2023,
10-11am (£1/child, booking required)

Easter Arts & Crafts From bunnies to
bonnets, have a go at our repertoire of Easter
crafts! Tuesday 11th April 2023, 10:30-
11:30am (£1/child, booking required)

ADULT EVENTS
(These are free. Donations welcome!)

Scrabble Mondays, 3pm
Games Club Tuesdays, 2-3pm

EngAge in the Afternoon (18+)

Wednesday 11th January 2023 2-3pm -
'Skirmish at Stilton - 1645’ by Grahame
Middleton, an expert on this Civil War
battle, with replica equipment of the era.

Wednesday 8th February 2023 2-3pm -
Yaxley WI An insightful talk on the Women's
Institute - Inspiring Women and Girls since
1915.

Wednesday 8th March 2-3pm - Ross
Greenwood (Author): A journey from Prison
Officer to Author of the Peterborough-based
D.I Barton crime thrillers.

(Advance booking is required, reserve your
ticket from Yaxley Library or by email to:
Huntingdon.referral@cambridgeshire.gov.uk)
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Route H2 - 1st Tuesday

Tues 3rd Jan
Folksworth

10:45 - 11:10am Elm Road

Stilton
9:45-10:30am
Stilton School

3:10 - 4pm
Outside The Talbot

As well as a large range of library books,
you can get your NHS hearing batteries,
replacement walking stick ferrules and

dispose of old household batteries.

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
libraries-leisure-

culture/libraries/mobiles

MobileLibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Yaxley Library

Renewals & enquiries:
(0345) 045 5225

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

Mon 15:00 - 19:00
Tue 09:30 - 17:00
Thu 09:30 - 17:00
Fri 09:30 - 13:30
Sat 09:30 - 13:30

MONEY HELP IN
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

INFORMATION

Yaxley Library stocks leaflets on financial
help in the ongoing cost of living crisis. Feel
welcome to take these.

BUS PASSES
Is your Bus Pass due to expire? It can be
renewed online up to six weeks before it
expires. If you or someone you know needs
help with this, we can assist them - they
may need to book an appointment. For more
information, please contact us at 0345 045
5225, pop into Yaxley Library, or email
your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk.

We’re Back !
The popular North Hunts Community Car Scheme is now
back in operation again. But we need a few more drivers!

If you own a car, enjoy driving and helping people, and have
a few hours to spare a week we would love to welcome you
to our team of volunteer drivers.

Just call 07795 542084 to find out more.




