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The Parish Pump Local News
Breaking Cover
FREEDOM - OF SORTS - AT LAST!

Well, it looks like the dark clouds are lifting
at last and we can begin to emerge out of
lockdown. We might have to fight to get a
place in the queue at the hairdressers though.

Pubs and restaurants can open again from
April 12th, but only outside, so beer gardens
and outdoor dining will be back. Be sure to
support our village pubs!

Sensibly, the government has formulated a
progressive easing of restrictions. The
temptation to just run amok needs to be
resisted; Covid hasn’t gone away and will
probably become just another of life’s many
hazards, so it’s worth keeping frequent
handwashing and a degree of social
distancing part of everyday life.

Churchgoers will be delighted to be able to
enjoy regular services once again - see the
details in this issue. And if you’ve been
holding off on your wedding plans, now’s
the time to talk to Revd Richard Gibbs!

As we go to press, the new rules are that we
can now meet in groups of up to six, so
many clubs and outdoor recreational
activities can restart in some manner. We’ve
noticed a great many residents enjoying a
bit of healthy walking during lockdown, so
if you’ve acquired a taste for the countryside
and want to enjoy walking in a more
organised and sociable manner, why not
come out with the Stilton Stumblers? See
dates and details in this issue.

If all goes well, the restrictions should be
further eased during May, so we hope
businesses will be able to bounce back
quickly. If you want to tell our readers about
your new business arrangements, special
offers etc, just contact our Advertising
Manager.

Contributors !

We want your material!

£5 each
Wide choice available
Only made once by a very careful owner

Call Joy 241938 or Anne 242882

For SCAN, email scan1@stilton.org
or call Kelvin on (01733) 244140
For Folklore, email to Sarah Abbott
at abbottsarahj@hotmail.co.uk
or call her on (01733) 247275

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Stilton Culture
Bricks & Works
HIGH STREET DEVELOPMENT

The Parish Council learned that Cross Keys
Homes has bought the land off High Street
(the golf course site) that had received
outline planning permission from the
District Council for a mixed development
of 70 dwellings.
Councillors held a Zoom meeting with Cross
Keys representatives in March and were
informed of their more detailed proposals.
They are proposing to replace the mixed
development with 70 affordable dwellings
- 43% rented and 57% part rent/part buy.
These will include two blocks of two-storey
flats (Eight dwellings in each) but no
bungalows for more elderly residents. The
development will be built on about 75% of
the available land and Cross Keys are aiming
to build another 18-20 dwellings on the
remainder.
Councillors expressed their concern about
several aspects of the proposal, in particular
the loss of the mixed housing that the outline
planning had agreed, the increased number
of dwellings and the higher density of
building. In addition, the affordable housing
will not provide any Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) for Stilton; CIL
is the levy that developers pay to support
the increased burden on local infrastructure
such as the school and other village
amenities. on housing. But it doesn’t apply
to affordable housing!
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The developers will be submitting their
detailed plans to the District Council in the
coming weeks so there will still be some
opportunity to address issues such as the
layout of the dwellings. However, we
understand planning regulations will offer
limited scope for major changes. Cross Keys
Homes hope to start building this summer
if their final plans are accepted. The Parish
Council will keep the village informed of
further developments.

Yaxley Foodbank
and Stilton Church
Yaxley Foodbank appreciates your
support in donating food for those
who are in need.
At the moment we are short of:
● Sugar
● Long-life milk
● Tinned fish
● Tinned spaghetti
● Tinned potatoes
If St Mary Magdalene Church is closed,
the collection point is 10 St Mary's
Road, Stilton. If you require any items
to be collected, please phone Pearl
Reed on (01733) 241114.
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Parish Council News
HOORAY, WE’RE GETTING THERE...

Despite various setbacks over the past year
the Play Park project is well and truly ‘on
the rails’ again. Planned to be complete
before the end of September, the Parish
Council is evaluating tenders from play
equipment providers with the aim of getting
the construction started soon.

We will keep you posted as to progress. You
can view an updated Project Plan on the
Parish Council website:
www.stiltonparishcouncil.org

All this would not have been possible
without the sterling work of the Members
of the Sub-committee for Children’s and
Youths’ Amenities, who have spent much
time finding out what children want in their
play area and sourcing what is available to
meet this. Support and encouragement from
other residents in recent months has also
been invaluable. Thank you!

IN MEMORIAM

More than two years of fund-raising have
benefited from the organization and support
for the Christmas Fairs and other events.
Well done to all those who have contributed!
In addition, donations from local businesses
and donations in memory of Olive Main
have swelled the fund to the point where we
were able to bid successfully to the County
Council. With the essential support of our
County Councillor, Simon Bywater, the
County's Community fund has provided a
major part of our funding.
To enable the project to go ahead we have
had to locate the Play Park at the Pavilion.
Whilst this will involve extra costs for
CCTV and protective fencing (from the
football pitches) we expect that funding
levels will still be sufficient to buy the
equipment on our list.

We can't wait to see the children having fun
in the new Pavilion Play Park!

The
Commonwealth
War
Graves
Commission endeavours to ensure that all
Commonwealth
war
casualties
are
commemorated with dignity and honour,
writes Cllr Barry Gilden.
In Stilton there are the graves of four fallen
servicemen who gave their lives in the name
of freedom.
The Parish Council is pleased to report that
two commemorative plaques have now been
received from the War Graves Commission.
It is expected that the plaques will be put
up in the coming weeks, in time for War
Graves Week, 21-28 May.

DITCH MAINTENANCE
The ditch in Apreece Way has been cleared
of silt, as has the culvert at Cooper Thornhill
west of Apreece Way. The water is now
flowing as it should.

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Watch Your Speed

‘COS THE MOBILE CAMERA WILL BE WATCHING YOU...
We're all aware that some drivers don't keep
to the 30 mph limit in the village, writes
Keith Bull. Indeed, some drive well above
the speed limit at times. Over the years,
Stilton's Speedwatch team have measured
vehicle speeds in several parts of the village
and we've used the data collected to show
that more traffic calming measures are
needed. The Parish Council has used the
information in bids to Cambridgeshire
County Council's Local Highways
Improvement (LHI) scheme that funds road
safety measures across the region each year.

A SIGN! A SIGN!
For 2020-21 our bid was successful and the
Moveable Vehicle Activated Sign (MVAS)
that we announced last year will be with us
soon.
We shall be placing the MVAS in various
places around the village where we've
observed speeding vehicles, moving it from
time to time to cover North Street, High
Street and Church Street. The equipment
will measure the speed of approaching
vehicles and display this to the driver
together with a warning if they are travelling
too fast. The equipment will also record each
vehicle's speed and so provide us with a
record of speeds of all the passing vehicles.
This information will help us to decide if
further calming measures are needed and
help us make further bids to the County.
The Parish Council's LHI bid for
2021-22 has already been submitted and
we are awaiting the outcome.
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The MVAS will help remind us all of the
speed limit in the village and how important
it is to keep our speeds low. The Royal
Society for the Prevention of Accidents
(RoSPA) points out that a pedestrian hit at
30 mph has a 93% chance of survival, but
at 40 mph this falls to a little over 60%!
Unfortunately, Speedwatch has recorded
many vehicles travelling faster than 40 mph
in the village.
We know that there are a number of traffic
issues in Stilton; some can be addressed
through LHI funding but major changes
require action by the County Council.
Parking and road safety in the centre of the
village is of particular concern and the
Parish Council is organizing a working party
with our District and County Councillors to
look at the problems and see what can be
done.
Speedwatch has been important for Stilton,
to help calm traffic speeds during
Speedwatch sessions, to raise awareness of
speeding issues and to provide information
to aid bids for calming measures. At the
time of writing, due to COVID restrictions
Speedwatch is not operating. However, as
restrictions are lifted we will be able to start
our regular activities again. We're always
looking for more volunteers so, if you are
interested in joining the Speedwatch team,
please contact Keith Bull, Stilton's
Speedwatch
Coordinator,
at
csw.stilton@gmail.com.
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It’s Coming Alive !

HUGE INTEREST IN THE BIG CHEESE PROJECT
On the 10th February, writes Tianda
Woolner, the Big Cheese Team registered a
Community Interest Company, ‘To
repurpose a closed public house to provide
a community cafe, kitchen, retail and work
space, group meeting rooms and a large
outdoor play area and garden run for the
benefit of our local community’. Then on
the 24th of February we heard from the
owners of The Stilton Cheese Inn that they
were open to the idea of converting the site
for multi-use and being able to sublet the
spaces within it. This is great news!
We have been using our Facebook page,
The Big Cheese, to showcase the site’s
potential and there is now a lot of interest
in renting its various rooms and spaces. The
outside rooms are proving very popular and
we are confident we can fill those with a
good mix of retail shops and service venues.
Inside, shelf rental rooms are also attracting
expressions of interest from lots of small
crafters. There has also been genuine
enquiries for our other rooms, where you
might run a team meeting, a social group or
an office. These people have become our
Stakeholders and are now added to our
business plan and receive a monthly
newsletter via email to make sure they are
up to date with our trials and tribulations.
To get on the Stakeholder list you can email
us at ourbigstiltoncheese@gmail.com,
contact us through our FB page, or by post
to 14 Glebe Road, Stilton, PE7 3RQ.
I hope you will agree that reopening this
iconic building will benefit all the residents
of our wider community. A large cafe will

become the heart of this project, not only
as a place to meet up and make new friends,
but also a place where you will be welcomed
and valued. We will be looking for people
from all walks of life to make sure that this
becomes the centre you want by asking you
to visit, support and volunteer. You may
think you don’t have much to offer - but
you do!
There is a great wealth of practical
knowledge and experience in our village;
generations of people who know almost
everything - how to mend a bike, charge a
battery, change a tap washer, chit a potato,
knit a baby blanket, or make alterations to
curtains and clothes. Another generation can
help you get online and stay safe on social
media, support you through lonely times or
make sure you get your prescriptions or
shopping delivered. You all know who you
are! How about sharing that knowledge and
at the same time making ten new friends;
young parents, little tots, teenagers, grannies
and grand-dads, by meeting up as often as
you can. You can make this venture a
success just by pushing open the door to the
Big Cheese one day and saying ‘hello’.
This last year has shown what a caring and
compassionate village we are. Those who
volunteered have definitely earned a pat on
the back, but also those who asked for help
are to be celebrated too. It’s never easy to
put yourself forward, either to offer help or
to ask for it. I hope that these new
friendships continue, and that we can build
on them by providing a friendly and
welcoming space to meet in the future.

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Charity Begins...

IN STILTON OF COURSE! WHERE ELSE?
Sometimes it seems that Stilton is like the
proverbial swan: calm and unruffled on the
surface but paddling furiously out of sight.
So many residents just get on with
unobtrusively doing good work for the wider
community. Katy Grimshaw writes to share
some good news about her recent project.
This month I delivered over 2000 items of
long-life/tinned/essential foods to The Light
Project in Peterborough, writes Katy. They
are a wonderful charity supporting the
homeless and families in need. With the
support of friends and family I raised almost
£700, supplying 77 food boxes of 26 items
costing just £9.60! My sister and dad helped
me organise and box everything ahead of
the big drop-off, which took four full cars
to deliver everything! Many thanks to Gavin
Dewar and Chris Walford for being
wonderful delivery drivers!

When we arrived at The Light Project the
volunteers sprang into socially distanced
action to unpack the food at lightning speed.
It was a delight to see their corridors full of
food and how happy it made them.
None of this would even have happened if
it hadn’t been for meeting David Morris in
January. After months of my feeling pretty
redundant in every way his kindness sparked
me into thinking I could do some good in
the world. And I think I have. Thank you
also to Angie, the charity coordinator at
M&S Serpentine Green, who kindly sprang
to action after developing a relationship with
my parents to donate 76 packets of their
yummy biscuits. A delicious donation
indeed!
Finally, thank you to all who kindly donated
and believed in me; after the last year of
setbacks in my life your support has lifted
me up and touched my heart. I will never
forget this experience.
Much love and stay safe

8

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.

SCAN 431 Apr 2021

Ward Rounds

NEWS FROM OUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR TIM ALBAN
PLANNING

POTHOLES

This takes up a lot of my time (the initial
documents for the North Street site in Stilton
took six hours to read). I am currently
waiting for meetings with the developers of
this site and the former golf course site
where, along with my fellow ward District
Councillor
Marge
Beutell,
County
Councillor Simon Bywater and Stilton
Parish Council, I am continuing to try and
achieve the best possible outcome from the
developments for the community.

Again not a District Council issue but one
where I do lobby the County Council.
Highways faults should always be reported
via the County Council website, but Simon
Bywater and I have worked to try and get
some of the worst potholes prioritised, such
as the wide one in Church Street Stilton and
the deep one just outside Folksworth.

PARKING

The application to change the Denton
Church ruin into a residential dwelling was
also accompanied by a hefty bunch of
documents and I am grateful to residents
who helped inform the comments I made to
the District Council.

I am a member of the District Council Panel
which scrutinised the proposed application
to take over some elements of parking
enforcement in Huntingdonshire. Along
with all the panel I voted in favour of this
measure which, if approved, will allow the
Council to issue Civil Enforcement Notices
to drivers who park on double yellow lines.

FLOODS

COUNCIL TAX

Although not primarily a District Council
matter, I have again worked with Councillor
Simon Bywater, and Folksworth and Stilton
Parish Councillors on the immediate and
medium-term issues which we experienced,
especially around Christmas.

This year, although the overall Council Tax
we pay will go up, following a nearly
unanimous cross-party vote the amount
levied by the District Council won't.

I am grateful for all the feedback and photos
I received from Stilton, Folksworth and
Denton, which I used as part of my report
to the District Council's Flooding Task &
Finish Group. Whilst we might not have
been hit as badly as towns and villages in
Huntingdonshire adjacent to the River Ouse,
I am determined to let the council know that
the north of the district also has flooding
issues which continue to need attention.

AND FINALLY...
This Spring, with the impressive vaccination
programme, the road map to the end of
lock-down and the continued contributions
of local support groups, local councils and
individual residents, those hoped-for
brighter times seem that much closer.
With best wishes for a Happy Easter.
Tim Alban
tim.alban@huntingdonshire.gov.uk
07913 101145

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Folklore
Get Booking!

SAYS FOLKSWORTH SCHOOL
‘The MORE you READ, the more you will
KNOW. The MORE you LEARN, the more
places you'll GO.’ (Dr Seuss)
It has been 18 months since we launched
our fantastic book-based curriculum at
Folksworth. Forming the centre of their
half-term curriculum, each class has a set
text that our imaginative teachers choose so
that they can connect each aspect of the
curriculum to the story in some way.
This was considered a terrific success by
our parents during home-schooling, where
teachers recorded audio of themselves
reading the text to their students, and the
children still took part in our online World
Book Day celebrations. During half-term
we also refreshed our library space so it was
even more inviting and inspiring for our
children when the school opened again.
So what has been the impact of all this hard
work? We are delighted to be recognised by
the Local Authority SIS as now being in
Cambridgeshire’s top 10 maintained schools
for phonics, and in the top 20 overall.
It looks like our Folksworth children really
will go places! If you want to join us, please
contact office@folksworth.cambs.sch.uk or
call us on (01733) 240562.

News & Info for Folksworth,
Morborne & Washingley Folk

Art Therapy
Local artist, Andy Goodfellow, has helped
raise £100,000 for Colchester Hospital.
At the start of lockdown last year, local artist
Tony Nero started taking part in a project
to raise money for Colchester and Ipswich
Hospital. It involved painting over a
background created by a young man called
Noah. The work would be displayed on the
children's ward and auctioned at the hospital.
Born with hydrocephalus, quadriplegic
cerebral palsy and epilepsy, Noah has had
many struggles in his life and is treated at
Colchester and Ipswich Hospital. Yet he is
a very happy young man with amazing
parents who provide him with 24-hour care.
Andy Goodfellow, of Folksworth Art
Group, got involved. His work of art was
Grogu from The Mandalorian (it's a Star
Wars thing). The project took off and 249
artists contributed. An exhibition was
organized at Colchester Art Gallery and a
book published containing all the works of
art. On Sunday 28th February, all works went
up for sale on ebay and sold within a week.
Andy's sold for £460, leaving him stunned!
Sales from the 249 pieces of art totalled
£80,000 with an additional £20,000 raised
from book sales. Hardly surprising - it’s a
high-quality publication as you can see from
our front cover picture.

FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE
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Coming Soon !

VILLAGE HALL RE-OPENING
We usually hold our AGM in July but, as
with many organisations, were given
permission to delay in the hope that we
could meet face to face. So we held our
AGM via Zoom on 25th February; thank you
to everyone who joined us. The Chair
(Annie Blair) and Treasurer (Sarah Abbott)
presented their annual reports for the year
ended 31st March 2020. The report can be
found on the Parish Council website.
We shared at our AGM that, despite
additional running costs, we are able to keep
our hire rates unchanged. For the main hall
the rates are:
£10 an hour
A 25% discount if nine sessions or
more are booked and paid for in
advance
A 25% discount for bookings made
by residents, with the exception of
organisations that charge for the
services they provide

So for groups such as Bowls, Ladies Circle,
Brownies and the Art Group the hourly rate
is just £5. We haven't found anywhere else
offering such a competitive rate.
The community room starts at £8 an hour
and the same discounts apply.
Based on current advice from ACRE
(Association of Community and Rural
Establishments) we expect to be able to
reopen the hall on 17th May. Their advice
is that controlled events can take place with
up to 50% capacity, and coffee mornings,
social club etc. can take place subject to the
‘rule of 6’. We are working through what
this means for Hall users and will share
further details in next month's SCAN.
If you are interested in booking the hall,
please call Joy Blythe on 241938.
‘Almost caught’, below by John Thickett
shows what can be achieved with coloured
pencils. (It’s what your moggie is dreaming
about, if you were wondering…)
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Around the Parish

FOLKSWORTH & WASHINGLEY PARISH COUNCIL REPORT
Council members carried out their Spring
maintenance walk recently; I have
forwarded the information to the relevant
authorities for action. The road surface in
several places has deteriorated quite badly
over the winter. If you notice something
when you're out walking please report it
directly to Cambs County Council via the
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk website which
enables you to report a fault and track the
outcome of the investigation. The more
reports there are for the same issue the
quicker it is dealt with!

MEETINGS
Parish Council meetings continue to be held
remotely via Zoom. The Agendas go onto
the noticeboards and website in the usual
way and there is a link on the Agenda to
allow you to sit in or take part in the Open
Forum section of the meeting. If you have
any issues to raise but are unable to sit in
on a meeting please let me know in advance
and I will ensure they are discussed. The
District and County Council are usually
represented at these meetings too.
This year's Annual Parish Meeting will be
held remotely on May 4th at 7pm, followed
by Council's AGM. From June, face to face
meetings will resume, unless the current
guidance from central government changes.

COMING OUT OF LOCKDOWN
The playing field and play equipment
remains open for daily use and the outdoor
exercise equipment will re-open on March
29th in line with government guidance.

WATCH YOUR POOCH!
I'm sure residents are aware of the increase
in dog thefts and attempted dog thefts
around the county. Please be vigilant and
report any unusual activity to the police.

UPCOMING EVENTS
The Tour of Cambridgeshire UCI Gran
Fondo event will take place this year on
September 26th. The route through the parish
will be the same as in previous years.
We have started to think about village
celebrations to mark the Queen's Platinum
Jubilee in June 2022. If any village
organisations or individuals wish to be
involved with this event please let me know.

KEEPING INFORMED
The Folksworth Facebook pages are:
www.facebook.com/Groups/Folksworthc
19/
www.facebook.com/Groups/Folksworth
www.facebook.com/FolksworthandWashin
gleyPC
The Parish Council website is at
www.folksworthwashingley-pc.org.uk and
can provide details of all support available
in the parish and keep you informed.
Jackie Stanbridge
Clerk to the Council/RF
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From the Pulpit
We’re Back !

News from Stilton
Group of Churches

LET’S HOPE IT’S FOR GOOD...

After a lengthy period of not knowing what
was coming next, we believe we are starting
to see the end of restrictions and the
beginning of a season of new freedom.
Talking with my leadership we agreed
Covid had left us some terrible experiences
in its wake, but some new and good things
have happened too. If we can get out and
about and see those we love this summer,
we will meet with perhaps the greatest sense
of privilege we have ever felt in each other's
company. This will have been a result of
enforced separation - not that any of us
would recommend that as a good thing.

OPEN FOR EASTER
Happily, we are open for Easter worship.
The story of Easter is one of stark contrasts.
There is a gathering storm as Jesus rides
into Jerusalem at the beginning of the week.
Only he really knows what is coming as the
crowds celebrate around him. The beginning
of the week includes stories that suggest
nothing is untoward. The usual teaching,
conversations and being part of the feast of
Passover. But then the clouds gather and
the light dims. Jesus has a final meal with
his friends, goes to pray in a garden and is
arrested. Overnight, there is a trial
culminating in a final, desperate and doomed
attempt to have him released. On Friday,
darkness covers the land as Jesus dies on a
cross.
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For many Christians on Good Friday, this
darkness needs to be imagined, but perhaps
not this year as we reflect on the year that
has gone. Nobody wants these feelings, but
they can be thrust upon us anyway giving
us both misery and insight. For the first
believers, these emotions were still vivid on
the morning of Easter Sunday as they were
either in hiding or heading fearfully for
Jesus' tomb to say a last goodbye.
But when they arrived, they were in for a
shock, but also faced with a mystery. The
large stone placed across the tomb had been
moved and there was no sign of Jesus' body.
What had happened to him? The Bible
writers describe this in different ways.
Some emphasize the mystery, others explain
that the risen Jesus soon appeared to them
to calm their fears and turn them to joy.
Whatever the precise sequence of events, it
was not long before the first believers were
sure they had seen Jesus risen from the dead
and this fired their passion for the message
of hope in any situation. This is the hope
we carry with us today and is reflected in
our circumstances moving into Spring - the
time we notice and appreciate new
beginnings and new life.
As churches, we are beginning to meet in
public again. This will have a steady start
which we trust will gather pace and we look
forward to renewing ourselves in the
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process. We have lost some very good
friends in the last year and not been able to
mourn their passing properly. Come the
Autumn, our annual Service of Light will
have a particular poignancy about it. Yet,
at the same time, I have been heartened to
hear of people moving into our communities
keen to get in touch and join in with what
we are doing. Darkness and light have a
habit of existing in proximity, but the Bible
reminds us that the true light of Jesus is
easily the stronger, and his light has not
been overcome by any darkness. So let us
be encouraged by this truth and look forward
to celebrating it together in person!

Sunday Services from 11 April
1st Sunday of the month
10:30am Holy Communion Elton
10:30am All Age Service Stilton

2nd Sunday of the month
10:30am Holy Communion Folksworth
10:30am All Age Service Haddon

3rd Sunday of the month
10:30am All Age Service Stilton
10:30am Holy Communion Elton
3pm
BCP Morborne

4th Sunday of the month
10:30am All Age Service Folksworth
10:30am Holy Communion Haddon

5th Sunday of the month
Group Service
see www.stiltonchurches.com
Have you recently got engaged?
Had to postpone your marriage due to Covid-19?
Or looking to get married in the next few years?

Your parish church is here for you!
If you or one of your parents live in the parishes of Stilton, Folksworth, Haddon,
Morborne or Elton, you are able to be married in the parish church.
For more information on having a church wedding,
please get in touch with Reverend Richard Gibbs:
stiltonchurchesvicar@gmail.com or 01733 248701

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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SPORT & LEISURE

WHEN

Toddlers' Dance
Playgroup (Stilton)
Stay & Play
Pre-School (Folksworth)

9:15am
8:45 - 11:45 | 11:45 - 12:30 | 12:30 - 3:30pm
9 - 10:15am
9:00am - 3:00pm

< To join Stilton or Folksworth Rainbows, Brownies or Guides, please visit: www.girlguiding.org
< Stilton United Colts
KO 10am
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Parish Council (Stilton)
Parish Council (Folksworth)
Sewing Group
Friday Social Group
Holy Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
LinCup (Café style worship)
Stilton Group Service
Linking Hands (mums)
Crossover (Y6)
Men's Prayer BreakfastPlease
Holy Communion (soup lunch)
Prayer Focus
Christian Congregation in UK

7:30pm 2nd Tuesday in month
7:30 - 9:30pm 3rd Tuesday in month
2:30 - 5pm
2 - 4pm

check

1st & 3rd Sun 11:15am
2nd & 4th Sun 8:00am
2nd & 4th Sun 11:15am
5th Sunday in month
Church services r
9am
6 - 7pm in term time
the
Group
of Churches webs
8amStilton
2nd Saturday
in month
1st Wednesday 12:30-1:30
8am
6 - 8pm

Zumba
Pilates (Stilton) - over-50s
Pilates (Stilton)
Pilates (Folksworth)
Clubbercise
Stilton Table Tennis Club
Stilton Carpet Bowls Club
Folksworth Carpet Bowls Club
Peterborough Opera Group
Band
Yoga
Pilates
FUNFITNESS - low-impact for over 60's
Legs, Bums & Tums
Chairobics
Stilton United FC
Taoist Tai Chi
Folksworth Art Club
Folksworth Ladies' Circle
Yaxley Flower Club
Stilton Stumblers (walking group)

7:15 - 8:15 Friday. All fitness levels; children welc
11:30am-12:30
10:00 - 11:00am
7:30 - 8:30pm
7.15 - 8.15pm
Mon (adults) 2-4pm; Tue 7:00-9:30pm
2pm Mon, 7:30pm Thu
7 - 9pm
7:30 - 9:30pm Friday
8 - 9:35pm
5.30 - 7pm
Mon 6pm; Tue 8pm; Wed 11am; Sun 8pm
2pm
6pm
Tue 2-3pm
3:00pm kick-off
7:30pm
12:30-4:30pm
7:30-9:30pm 4th Tuesday in month
3rd Thursday, 7:30pm
Alternate Sundays 10:00am See info in this issue

Mobile Library (Stilton and Folksworth)
Age Well Club
'Chatterbox' Carers' Support Group
Music & Spoken Word Social Group
Sawtry Vintage Club
Sawtry Friendship Club

4th Wednesday in month
9:30 - 11:45am
2nd & 4th Mondays, 2-4pm
2nd & 4th Fridays, 1:30-3pm
10am - 2:30pm
10:30am - 1:30pm

Are we up to d

MTWT F S S

To book: Stilton Pavilion - 07 484 746894 | Folksworth Village Hall - (01733
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, where to do it and who to do it with
WHERE

WHO

CALL

Stilton Church Meeting Room
Playgroup
Stilton Pavilion
Folksworth Village Hall

Michelle Pratt
Leslie Kirk
Rebecca Mills
Nikki

07906 114942
247682
07498 528393
07542 172075

g and click on 'Get Involved.'
As per fixtures
Stilton Pavilion or Parish Meeting Room
Folksworth Village Hall
Stilton Church Meeting Room
Stilton Church Meeting Room

Glen Woolner
Julianne Lawrence (Clerk)
Jackie Stanbridge
Pat Maltman
Diane Glenn

07771 784643
clerk@stiltonparishcouncil.org

07724 171158
242229
07400 693351

St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
See notice boards or Stilton Group of Churches' Facebook for details
th
resume from 11 Stilton
AprilChurch Meeting Room
Irene Goldsmith
Stilton Church Meeting Room
Pat Maltman
site - www.stiltonchurches.com
- for
up to date details.
Stilton Church Meeting
Room
Nigel Rosbrook
St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
St Mary Magdalene
Stuart Reed
Folksworth Village Hall

come.

Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Folksworth Village Hall
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Folksworth Village Hall
Folksworth Village Hall
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Email sueliz1@live.co.uk for Zoom link
Email sueliz1@live.co.uk for Zoom link
Email sueliz1@live.co.uk for Zoom link
St B's Hall, Yaxley
As per fixtures
Austin Hall, Main Street, Yaxley
Folksworth Village Hall
Folksworth Village Hall
Yaxley British Legion
Meet at the Pump
See advert in this issue
Austin Hall, Main Street, Yaxley
CARESCO Centre
CARESCO Centre
CARESCO Centre
CARESCO Centre

248701
248701
248701
244229
242229
246396
248701
241114

Russell Leigh
Vicky Leschallas
Frances Ellis

07805 350389
07919 053140
07714 773528

Louise Knox
Steve Ambler
Scott Sherrington

07957 983950
242156
242409

Brian Bowen
Brian Appleyard
Sue Gibbs
Sue Gibbs
Sue Gibbs
Sue Gibbs
Terry Baker
Varies
Cherry Hadley
Karen Mason
Yvonne Wagstaff
Shirley Gregory

241310
244642
07709 938122
07709 938122
07709 938122
07709 938122
07756 778154
07597 613392
244258
07980 262253
243370
246209

Miranda
CARESCO Office
Vicki
Pat

07751 798287
01487 832105
01487 832105
01487 832105

date? Tell SCAN about your activities!
) 241938 | Stilton Church Meeting Room - (01733) 241709 | Leave a LANDLINE number!

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Making a New Friend

BODGIT ENTERS THE BACKBACK WITH A BUMP
It was a normal Saturday morning in the
BackBack with most of the animals and
vegetables enjoying a lazy start to a relaxing
weekend. The only sound was the Bean
children in the distance swinging from a
tree.
Dick Turnip and Billy Bob Beetroot were
ambling along minding their own business
when suddenly a pile of metal pieces landed
on the path just in front of them. ‘Look out
Dick’, shouted Billy Bob. ‘That was close.
We nearly got flattened’, Dick replied.
They looked up and could see it was the
awful man who lived at No 94. He didn't
care about the BackBack and used it as a
dumping ground for whatever rubbish he
didn't want in his own garden.
Suddenly more pieces were thrown over.
‘That's better’, the man shouted to his wife.
‘It can stay there and rot for all I care.
Nobody's been bothered about that waste
ground for years.’
‘Oh well’, said Dick. ‘It looks like we will
have to clear this lot away, so children don't
get hurt.’ They started moving the dumped
pieces out of harm's way. ‘I can hardly pick
this bit up’, shouted Billy Bob. ‘Give me a
hand Dick.’
They both pulled as hard as they could. ‘It's
moving’, shouted Dick with a grimace,
when suddenly a voice seemed to come from
underneath. ‘Do you mind? That's my arm
you're hurting.’

18

Dick and Billy Bob jumped back in surprise
and nearly fell into the stinging nettles.
They got up, brushed themselves down and
peered a bit closer towards where the voice
had come from. As they looked closer, they
could see a pair of eyes staring back at them.
The voice spoke for a second time. ‘Don't
just stand there. Help me get up!’
One arm appeared and then another. Dick
and Billy Bob grabbed an arm each and
pulled with all their might. After an almighty
clunk, the figure stood up. A great big pair
of eyes, looking very much like two giant
washers, stared back at our intrepid heroes.
‘Who are you?’ asked Dick, looking at the
object in front of him, which really did look
like a pile of old junk. ‘I was a sort of
lawnmower-cum-hedge cutter and my name
is Bodgit’, said the object.
‘The man who lives over the fence is so
mean he kept trying to add bits to me so I
could cut down anything and everything in
his garden. I was worn out and when I
stopped working he didn't need me any
more. So here I am. Will you help me find
my other bits?’
All three started to look through pieces
scattered everywhere. ‘No, not that bit. Look
over there - that's one’ Bodgit shouted.
Gradually, piece by piece, nut by nut, Bodgit
put himself back together, ‘I think that's it.
There doesn't seem to be any more’, Billy
Bob shouted, standing up and rubbing his
aching back.
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Suddenly Bodgit cried out: ‘I'm so sorry. I
haven't asked you who you are’. Billy Bob
and Dick introduced themselves and
explained to Bodgit where they lived in the
BackBack.
Once the introductions were over and a final
check made to be sure they had found every
part, they invited Bodgit to go with them to
meet the others. He thought for a moment
and looked sad. ‘For years I've been cutting
down hedges and small trees for my master.
What will they say when I suddenly turn up
in front of them?’

Dick stepped forward and replied,
‘Everyone here in the BackBack has a story
to tell of their lives before arriving here.
No-one will judge you. We're all friends and
we look after each other no matter what
anyone has done before.’
With another rattle and clunk, Bodgit joined
them on the path. They set off for the
clearing under the spreading elm deep in the
woods, where Dick knew everyone would
be gathered for an evening stroll before
supper.
They chatted as they walked. ‘I think I might
need some oil to get my joints going. The
master didn't bother to look after any of his
machines or tools’, said Bodgit. Billy Bob
turned and looked at him with a smile,
covering his ears at the rattling, screeching
noise being made. ‘I know the very thing
for you my lad and soon you will be a new
man - whoops sorry; machine.’
What happened when they reached the
spreading elm - well, that's another story…
By Gregory Earle

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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LAKESIDE HEALTHCARE
(01733) 240478

Covid Vaccination
Clinics
We would like to thank those patients who
continue to treat our staff and volunteers
with patience, kindness, and respect at a
time when our teams are working under
increased pressure to keep you safe and well.
It is very much appreciated.

Social Prescribing
Link Worker
The social prescribing service has adapted
in order to continue to offer a listening ear
and a helping hand. We have helped connect
you to your statutory and community
services, also to community volunteers who
have delivered food, prescriptions and
befriending services, helping make our lives
a little easier and to pass those long isolated
days.
But spring is now here and with it the hope
for rebuilding / opening up of our
community. So please get in touch with
Your Social Prescriber who would like to
offer a helping hand to re-establish old and
establish new social groups and community
activities.

www.yaxleygp.nhs.uk
Your Social Prescriber offers free
confidential advice and support around:
● Social activities
● Emotional wellbeing
● Lifestyle changes
● Education, skills and training
● Debt, Benefits and Housing
To arrange an appointment please contact
your GP practice reception team.

Monthly Closure
Dates
The Practice will be closed on Wednesday
21st April between 12:30pm and 4:00pm for
staff training.
Emergency Telephone (01733) 240478.

I am hopeful that shortly our service will
once again be able to meet you in person,
helping you explore options and connect
you to appropriate services.
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Do you have IBS?

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS) is a fairly
common disease that strikes anywhere
between 10 - 15% of the general population,
so there is no need to feel like you're
suffering alone. April is recognised as IBS
Awareness Month.
IBS is a condition that effects the digestive
system. The disease generally causes
stomach cramps, bloating, diarrhoea and
constipation and can be ongoing for weeks,
months or longer at a time. The exact cause
for this condition is unknown but research
is ongoing.
Visit https://aboutibs.org/living-with-ibsmain/ibs-awareness-month.html for more
information

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Let’s Celebrate Freedom !
A ‘KEY’ LUXURY DESSERT FOR POST-LOCKDOWN

Key Lime
Cheesecake
YOU NEED

2½ cups of crushed digestive biscuits
½ cup melted butter
3 packets of cream cheese
1½ cups icing sugar
½ cup lime juice (fresh)
1 tsp vanilla extract
1¼ cups double cream

SIMPLES
Mix together the crushed biscuits and melted
butter, press into the bottom of an 8 inch
baking tin (preferably with a removable
bottom). Chill in the fridge.
In a large mixing bowl, beat the cream
cheese (with an electric whisk) until smooth.
Then add the icing sugar, vanilla, lime and
whipped double cream. Beat all together
until thick and fluffy.
Spread the mix evenly onto the biscuit base,
grate some fresh lime zest over the
cheesecake and leave in the fridge to set for
3-5 hours.
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WHY ‘KEY’ LIMES?
They get their name from being grown in
the Florida Keys. Key limes are smaller and
more yellow in colour than the common
Persian variety, and their juice is particularly
prized for its strong, sharp flavour.
They might be hard to find in the shops, but
you can usually buy them online. Happily,
you can use ordinary limes just as
successfully.
It’s been rightly said that there’s nothing
you can make using lemons that wouldn’t
be even better by substituting limes, so let
that give you a few ideas. Now we’re
coming out of lockdown it’s time to
celebrate with some imaginative dishes that
showcase your new-found culinary prowess,
so we’ve asked Izzy to look out for some
more inspiring ideas for you!

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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From The Cabbage Patch
Words to the Wise

SOME TIPS FOR SPRINGTIME PLANT CARE
Seed sowing and germinating should be well
under way now, writes Pat Maltman, with
many of the half-hardy annuals like
tomatoes already pricked out into trays or
pots of growing medium able to sustain their
rapid development. Seed compost contains
very little nutrient so pot the seedlings on
as soon as they are big enough to be handled.
Be careful only to hold seedlings by the
leaves; damaging the fragile stems can kill
them.
Seed packets usually tell you when to sow,
how long germination might take and
whether to cover the seed or not. Some
seeds, such as Nicotiana, Aquilegia,
Antirrhinum, Petunias and lettuce, need light
to germinate. Those which don’t are usually
covered in a fine layer of compost,
vermiculite or grit just because it is easier
to keep them moist this way.
If you’re new to this seed-sowing malarkey,
a word of advice: be careful when opening
the seed packet! Some seeds are just packed
in the paper packet; others are sealed in an
inner, moisture-proof packet. Some seeds
(like Lobelia) can be microscopically small
and often stick to the inside of the sealed
packet. Very easy to lose them!
SCAN Tip: To make it easier to sow very
small seeds evenly, ‘dilute’ them with a
teaspoonful of dry sharp sand.

DAFFODIL OR NARCISSUS?
All daffodils belong to the genus Narcissus.
Daffodil is the name generally given to large,
trumpeted flowers, or the wild form,
Narcissus pseudonarcissus (as in 'hosts of
golden daffodils'). The Narcissus genus
contains about 40 species and thousands of
cultivars, ranging from 5cm to 45cm tall.
You can now choose when you want your
daffs to flower, as most suppliers will rate
them as early, mid or late season. 'Early
Sensation' may even be in bloom for
Christmas, certainly early January, whereas
the Poeticus group or pheasant-eye don't
flower until May or even June.
If your daffodils produce leaves but no
flowers first check that the leaves are
healthy. Any signs of yellow stripes along
the length of the leaf indicates virus attack.
Get rid of these bulbs, but NOT on the
compost heap. If the leaves are healthy you
could try watering with tomato fertiliser
once a week until the leaves die down.
After flowering, remove the spent flower
heads but leave the foliage to die down
naturally; this takes about six weeks as the
bulb re-absorbs nutrients from the leaves. It
looks a bit unsightly, but if you cut the
foliage earlier than this you are in danger
of losing next year's flowers as they will
already be forming in the bulb.
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St Luke's Roman
Catholic Parish
St Benedict’s Catholic
Community, Sawtry

Sunday Mass 5pm
Methodist Church,
9 Green End Road,
Sawtry PE28 5UX
St Luke’s Catholic Church,
Peterborough

Saturday Vigil Mass 6pm
Sunday Mass 9:15 & 11am
26 Benyon Grove,
Orton Malborne,
Peterborough PE2 5XS
Parish Priest - Fr Jeffrey Downie
Tel:
(01733) 370877
Email: saintlukesparish@yahoo.co.uk
Web: www.saintlukesparish.org.uk

Yaxley Library

REVISED OPENING TIMES
Tue
Thu

10:00 - 14:00
14:00 - 18:00

Renewals & enquiries:
(0345) 045 5225
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

Route M24 - 4th Wednesday

Wed 28th April
Folksworth

10:30 - 10:50am Elm Road

Stilton
3:10 - 4pm
Outside The Talbot

Now that Lockdown restrictions are being relaxed,
we’re able to resume at least a limited level of social walking. Hooray!
Meet at the Pump at 10:00 on the following Sundays:
4th April
2nd May

18th April
16th May

Until further relaxations permit, we’ll be doing local walks only,
in groups of six or fewer. And supporting our village pubs afterwards.
For more information about Stumbling, just Google ‘Stilton Stumblers’
or call Shirley on (01733) 246209
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