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The Parish Pump Local News
Community Spirit Lives
LET’S HAVE A LIVELY 2022

Fossil evidence suggests that about 400,000
years ago our early Homo Sapiens ancestors
could actually hibernate. That doesn't sound
like a bad idea in the dark months of winter!
But Homo Stiltoniensis clearly has no
intention of hibernating, judging by the
bursts of energy around the village.
Tony Oliver’s popular keyboard concerts
are back, with a full programme for 2022see page 6. Let’s hope Omicron doesn’t
derail them.

Most significantly, we report on the
establishment of a new Community Group
to provide a focus for the organisation of
village events and projects to re-invigorate
our sense of community, which has taken a
bit of a battering under Covid restrictions.
Read Keith Bull’s article on page 7 and - to
coin a phrase - ask not what your community
can do for you, but what you can do for
your community!

St Mary Magdalene Church, Stilton

Winter Quiz
100 questions, anagrams and sayings to keep your
brains active over Christmas and January.
For the last 28 years it has been a summer quiz, but that's the only change.
The price is still only £1. Mind you, the prize money hasn't changed either!
Quiz sheets available NOW, from Hi-Lite
and from Pat Maltman, 3 Willow Close, Stilton
Closing date for entries February 5th 2022.
Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Parish Council News
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY!

At the time of writing (14th December) we
are delighted to record how lovely the
village looks with so many houses being
decorated on the outside. It gives everyone
that warm Christmas Celebration feeling,
turning the village into a community.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS EVENT TO
RAISE FUNDS FOR MAGPAS
Alongside attending PC meetings in
December, Cllr Phil Shailer also found time
to light up Stilton's skyline by switching on
his magnificent Christmas Lights Display
to raise funds for Magpas (the Air
Ambulance Charity). The lights were on
between 5pm and 10pm every evening
throughout the festive season.
The event was very popular and was very
well supported by residents, who not only
enjoyed the display, refreshments, raffle and
Christmas spirit, but also donated
generously to the Magpas Charity.

UNUSUAL VIEWS OF STILTON
We had some photographs taken whilst tree
maintenance work was being carried out in
the cemetery and we obtained amazing
views of Stilton that would not have been
seen by many residents. We share one with
you on the opposite page. More on stilton.org.

GRANTS
The Parish Council occasionally awards
grant money to qualifying Stilton groups
providing they meet certain criteria. There
is currently £250 available in this financial
year. If you are a local group in need of
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support, please contact the clerk for more
details.
The Parish Council supported the 2021
Christmas Fair by allowing the Pavilion to
be used free of charge on the Friday evening
and all day Saturday.

COVID RESTRICTIONS
AT THE PAVILION
New Covid restrictions were announced in
mid-December 2020 (compulsory mask
wearing) but, as things might change in the
meantime, please check the current status
before entering the Pavilion, a shop or any
other enclosed place.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANS
We are hoping to invite you all to a
Neighbourhood Planning public meeting in
January 2022 to discuss the start of Stilton's
Neighbourhood Plan. However, this may be
affected by new Covid rules. Meanwhile,
information about Neighbourhood Plans
will be appearing on the Parish Council's
website from early January 2022.
We wish you all a Happy New Year.
CLERK'S CONTACT DETAILS:
The Clerk, Stilton Parish Council
The Parish Room, Church Street
Stilton
PE7 3RF
Tel: (01733) 639106
Email: clerk@stiltonparishcouncil.org

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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A stunning view of the cemetery and Manor Road. More like this on www.stilton.org.

Wednesday Club
At Stilton Pavilion
Every Wednesday from 2-4pm
A great meeting place to enjoy social conversation
● Cakes, tea and coffee always available for a nominal fee
● Stay supple! Enjoy regular chair yoga sessions!
Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Stilton Culture
Keeping Music Live

DATES FOR OUR 2022 KEYBOARD CONCERT PROGRAMME
By the time you read this the festive season
will be all but over, writes Tony Oliver, but
once again Covid, in the shape of Omicron
has raised its ugly head. We can only hope
that matters improve rapidly.
Our November concert saw the popular
husband and wife duo of Chris and Joanne
Powell entertain us with a very varied
selection of music, from jazz to classics,
played on their two electronic keyboards
(organs). Pleased to report that our audience
once again increased in numbers and that
there were several ‘first timers’.
Our Christmas event featured the fun and
great musicianship of the one and only Andy
Nix. A wide range of popular music ensued
and the second half contained more festive
music with a selection of Christmas
favourites and the occasional sing-a-long!
Our audience thoroughly enjoyed the
afternoon although numbers were down on
previous months which I can only put down
to the Omicron scare. Somewhat
disappointing but I sincerely thank all those
that did attend.
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On to 2022 and I list below the dates and
artistes for our concert programme. Some
who have been before alongside some
relative up & coming talented young players
who have already made their mark on the
keyboard scene. All in all, another year of
top-class musicians are lined up for your
entertainment. All this, of course, will be
subject to the Covid conditions allowing the
events to happen.

DIARY DATES!
6th February
6th March
3rd April
1st May
12th June
10th July
14th August
4th September
2nd October
6th November
4th December

Mark Thompson
Michael Wooldridge
Lewis Scott
Elizabeth Harrison
Pete Shaw
David Thomas
Nicholas Martin
David Last
Tony Stace
Rod Pooley
Chris Stanbury

Tony Oliver
Your Kind of Music

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Ooooh... YES !

WE HAVE A NEW COMMUNITY GROUP!
When it was decided that the Christmas Fair
was to be held independently of the Parish
Council, members of the former PC Subcommittee, the group which had begun to
organize the Fair, agreed to continue with
their plans, writes Keith Bull. The PC agreed
it would provide the Pavilion for the Fair
and that the Clerk would promote the Grand
Draw. Stallholders had already been
contacted and some had booked their stalls.
Dates for the Fair had been advertised in
SCAN. So it was all systems go!
Initially, the group called itself the
Christmas Fair Committee but soon realised
that to keep proper control of finances
something more formal was required. The
quickest and simplest approach was to
establish a ‘community group’. Such a
group requires a constitution, but this
enables the appointment of officers and the
setting up of a bank account. This was done
prior to the Christmas Fair to ensure it could
be run on a proper footing.

After some deliberation the group decided
to name itself Young people Engagement
Stilton (YES). Ian Parmenter was elected
Chair, Keith Bull as Secretary and Dee
Darnell as Treasurer.
Following the success of the Christmas Fair,
YES needs to decide on its future. While
there is still work to do, both to assess and
plan more amenities for our young people
(under 12's and over 12's), as well as to raise
the necessary funds for this, we need to
make some decisions on how all this is to
be done. We also need to discuss how YES
can work with the Parish Council and other
village organisations that work for our
young people. To start these discussions
YES plans to hold a public meeting to
expand its membership and discuss these
issues. Further information will be
announced in the next issue of SCAN.

Stilton Church Coffee Mornings
Stilton’s regular monthly coffee mornings have started again
on every 3rd Saturday of the month
from 10:30am until 12pm in the Church Meeting Room.
A lovely opportunity to enjoy a cup of tea or coffee
and homemade cake with friends.
There is usually a raffle or
homemade produce for sale too.
All are welcome.

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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All’s Fair...

ANOTHER GREAT STILTON VILLAGE CHRISTMAS FAIR
What a fantastic day we all had! writes Dee
Darnell. In spite of Covid and the dreadful
weather, the Christmas Fair was a huge
success. Well over 400 people came through
the door and were greeted by a fabulous
array of art and craft stalls. Children were
entertained by the various activities and
stalls designed by the Parmenter family.
The Christmas Cafe was busier than it has
ever been. The volunteer helpers were
rushed off their feet serving delicious
pastries and cakes. The atmosphere was so
warm, friendly and festive.

All profits will go towards providing
amenities for Stilton's young people. We
raised just over £2,250 at the Fair and, with
the donation of £1500 pledged by Bellway
Homes, our new Community Group YES
now has a grand total of just over £3,750 to
begin the next phase of our work.
We are so indebted and grateful to all those
wonderful volunteers who helped in so
many ways to make this event such a
positive and happy day.
We wish you all a very Happy New Year!

The Grand Christmas Draw was a great
success and took place at 3:30 pm as was
stated on the tickets. A number of prizes
had been kindly donated. Three lucky
residents won the cash prizes. We are
extremely grateful to everyone who worked
so hard to sell tickets.

Subject to any new Covid restrictions,
here’s what we plan to do over the next couple of months.
Come and join us?
9th January
6th February

Edith Weston
Lyddington

23rd January
20th February

Burns Afternoon
St Neots

Meet at the Pump at 10:00
For more information about Stumbling,
just Google ‘Stilton Stumblers’ or call Shirley on (01733) 246209
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Folklore
COFFEE MORNINGS
REALLY TAKE OFF!
After a brief ‘hello’ in 2020, we really found
our stride in 2021, hosting seven coffee
mornings raising a total of £854 for seven
different charities.
It has become a great monthly social event
in the village, with a fantastic clientele of
regulars enjoying coffee, cake, conversation
- and a lot of laughs!
A big thank you to the team behind the
scenes who make it possible: the coffee
makers, the washer-uppers, and the bakers,
all of whom give up their Saturday mornings
to make these events possible.
We will return on January 22nd, 10am - 12,
raising funds for Alzheimer's. There will
also be an art display by Folksworth Art
Group, displaying the talents of our local
artists. So we hope to see you all there.
Andy Goodfellow

WREATHED IN SMILES
A lot of fun was had in December learning
how to make Christmas wreaths, as well as
raising £288.82 which has been donated to
the village hall.

FOLKSWORTH
LADIES CIRCLE
Happy New Year from Folksworth Ladies
Circle! Thank you all for the amazing
support you have given us since we restarted
in September. We've been completely

News & Info for Folksworth,
Morborne & Washingley Folk

overwhelmed by the number of people
joining our meetings and we look forward
to seeing you all again in 2022.
We have exciting speakers lined up:
● On Tuesday 4th January, Tony Lucas will
be speaking to us about his role as a First
Responder.
● On Tuesday 1st February, Heidi Field from
Hunts Recycling will be helping us learn
more about this important and topical
subject. This meeting is open to all
(including men) as we know many of you
will be interested.
Our meetings start at 7:30pm in Folksworth
Village Hall. Do come and join us!

FOLKSWORTH ART CLUB
Folksworth Art Club put on a good display
at the Stilton Christmas Fair and several
members also participated in the
Peterborough Artists' Open Studios
Affordable Art Fair at Alwalton. A number
of paintings and cards were sold at both
events. It is very encouraging to know that
someone appreciates your work enough to
buy it.
We will be showing more of our work at
the January coffee morning in Folksworth
Village Hall. Why not come and have a
look whilst enjoying a coffee and cake? Or
come and join our friendly painting group
on a Thursday afternoon?

FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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VILLAGE HALL NEWS
At the time of writing there are no
restrictions on the use of the hall and we are
very pleased the hall is getting so much use,
with a very diverse range of user groups.
The SCAN Diary has been updated to ensure
we list all the groups and their contacts.
We continue to monitor advice given by
Cambridgeshire ACRE (Action with
Communities in Rural England) and operate
a very robust cleaning regime.
Please call Joy Blythe on 241938 to book
the hall and/or The Community Room.

Bingo!
Thankyou to everyone who supported
Bingo in the Village Hall in December,
raising £278.50.

The Christmas Wreath Workshop in the
Village Hall was popular, successful and
raised nearly £300 for the hall. Same again
next year?

Players spanned three generations and
the last game was a tribute to Bingo
regular Jane Elliot who sadly passed
away in November.

Carpet Bowls
We meet in the Village Hall on Mondays
from 7pm to 9pm and operate in
accordance with Covid Guidelines.
Come along any evening for a taster
session. No equipment needed.
Call Chris on 241938 for further
information.

Contributors !

We want your material!
For SCAN, email scan1@stilton.org
or call Kelvin on (01733) 244140
For Folklore, email to Sarah Abbott
at abbottsarahj@hotmail.co.uk
or call her on (01733) 247275

FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE
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Around the Parish
FOLKSWORTH PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

As we come to the end of the year, we again
face uncertainty surrounding Covid 19 and
the restrictions associated with it. Please be
assured that whatever changes are made
your Parish Council is available to help so
please get in touch. We are all keeping our
fingers tightly crossed that people's worst
fears do not materialise.
Council's main project next year, and
possibly for a few years to come, is the
refurbishment of the play area on the playing
field. The surrounding hedges will now wait
until next year to be cut back as the field is
too wet to take large machinery onto it.
Please share any ideas you might have
regarding new equipment etc, either via the
Facebook page or directly to me.
Councillors want to ensure they get it right.
Due to the current situation, the Folksworth
15 road race, usually held in January, has
been postponed until the summer. The
pre-race Boxing Day warm-up is also
cancelled.
Various village events are being organised
for the Queen's Platinum Jubilee in June
2022 and the second meeting of the groups
currently involved has been held. If any
village organisations or individuals wish to
be involved, please let me know. As part of
the Parish Council's tribute to Her Majesty,
bulbs and roses have been planted
throughout the parish in the colours of the
Jubilee emblem. A further meeting will take
place in January 2022.

A new Neighbourhood Policing team is now
up and running. We have been asked to
request residents to report all crime either
online or via the 101 number. Obviously in
an emergency call 999. It is no longer
feasible to expect police officers to attend
council meetings or patrol the streets 'just
in case' but they will react to information
which allows them to build a picture of the
area and its problems. You can find local
information by following this link:
www.cambs.police.uk/yourarea/Hunts_Huntingdon_and_Yaxley
The monthly Saturday Village Hall Coffee
Mornings continue to be a great success,
raising not only spirits but also funds for
deserving charities. If you have a charity
you wish to nominate please get in touch.
Next May the current Council term comes
to an end. All Councillors step down and
candidates can put themselves forward to
become Members. If more nominations are
received than available places, then an
election will be held. If you require any
information on becoming a Councillor,
please get in touch.
The Folksworth Facebook pages and the
Parish Council website provide details of
all support available in the parish and keep
you informed.
Jackie Stanbridge
Clerk to the Council/RFO
07724 171158

FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE - FOLKLORE

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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What to do,
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Toddlers' Dance
9:15am
Pre-School (Folksworth)
9:00am - 3:00pm
Sweaty Mama - workouts for 6mths-4yrs
To join Stilton or Folksworth Rainbows, Brownies or Guides, please visit: www.girlguiding.org an
Stilton United Colts
KO 10am

O
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<

Parish Council (Stilton)
Parish Council (Folksworth)
Sewing Group
Friday Social Group
Folksworth Coffee Morning
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SPORT & LEISURE
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OTHER

UPDAT

WHEN
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ADULTS

YOUNGSTERS

MTWT F S S

O
O
O
O O O O
O O
O

<
<
<
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Holy Communion
Holy Communion (BCP)
LinCup (Café style worship)
Stilton Group Service
Please check
Linking Hands (mums)
Crossover (Y6)
Men's Prayer Breakfast
Holy Communion (soup lunch)
Prayer Focus
Christian Congregation in UK
Stilton Church Coffee Morning

7:30pm 2nd Tuesday in month
7:30 - 9:30pm 3rd Tuesday in month
2:30 - 5pm
2 - 4pm
10am-12noon

the

1st & 3rd Sun 11:15am
2nd & 4th Sun 8:00am
2nd & 4th Sun 11:15am
5th Sunday in month
Stilton
9am Group of Churches website
6 - 7pm in term time
8am 2nd Saturday in month
1st Wednesday 12:30-1:30
8am
6 - 8pm
Monthly, every 3rd Saturday, 10:30-noon

-w

Pilates (Stilton) - over-50s
Pilates (Stilton)
Pilates (Folksworth)
Clubbercise
Stilton Table Tennis Club
Stilton Carpet Bowls Club
Wednesday Club
Folksworth Carpet Bowls Club
Peterborough Opera Group
Yoga
Pilates
FUNFITNESS - low-impact for over 60's
Chairobics
Stilton United FC
Taoist Tai Chi
Folksworth Art Club
Folksworth Ladies' Circle
Yaxley Flower Club
Stilton Stumblers (walking group)

11:30am-12:30
10:00 - 11:00am
6:30pm
6:30-8:30pm Mon; 9:15-10:15am Wed & Fri
Mon (adults) 11am-1pm; Tue 7:00-9:00pm
2pm Mon, 7:30pm Thu
2-4pm Coffee, cake & conversation. Chair yoga and s
7 - 9pm
7:30 - 9:30pm Friday
5.30 - 7pm
Mon 7:45pm; Tue 6pm; Wed 9:15am
Tue 11am; Thur 10:30am. Tue 2pm at St B's Hall, Ya
Tue 2-3pm
3:00pm kick-off
7:30pm
12:30-4:30pm
7:30-9:30pm 1st Tuesday in month
3rd Thursday, 7:30pm
Alternate Sundays 10:00am See info in this issue

Mobile Library (Stilton and Folksworth)
Age Well Club
'Chatterbox' Carers' Support Group
Music & Spoken Word Social Group
Green End Day Club
Sawtry Man Cave

4th Wednesday in month
9:30 - 11:45am
2nd & 4th Mondays, 2-4pm
2nd & 4th Fridays, 1:30-3pm
Mon-Thurs 10am - 1:30pm
Mon, Tue, Thurs 9am - 12 noon

Are we up to da

MTWT F S S

To book: Stilton Pavilion - 07 484 746894 | Folksworth Village Hall - (01733)
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, where to do it and who to do it with

TED!

WHERE

Stilton Church Meeting Room
Folksworth Village Hall
Folksworth Village Hall
nd click on 'Get Involved.'
As per fixtures
Stilton Pavilion or Parish Meeting Room
Folksworth Village Hall
Stilton Church Meeting Room
Stilton Church Meeting Room
Folksworth Village Hall

WHO
Michelle Pratt
Nikki
Cassie Roberts
Glen Woolner
Julianne Lawrence (Clerk)
Jackie Stanbridge
Pat Maltman
Diane Glenn
Andy Goodfellow

St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
See notice boards or Stilton Group of Churches' Facebook for details
www.stiltonchurches.com
- for
upRoom
to date detailsIrene
of services.
Stilton Church
Meeting
Goldsmith
Stilton Church Meeting Room
Pat Maltman
Stilton Church Meeting Room
Nigel Rosbrook
St Mary Magdalene
Revd Richard Gibbs
St Mary Magdalene
Stuart Reed
Folksworth Village Hall
Rafael Suardi
Stilton Church Meeting Room

special events too!

axley

Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Folksworth Village Hall
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Pavilion
Folksworth Village Hall
Folksworth Village Hall
Stilton Pavilion
Stilton Church Meeting Room
Stilton Church Meeting Room
St B's Hall, Yaxley
As per fixtures
Austin Hall, Main Street, Yaxley
Folksworth Village Hall
Folksworth Village Hall
Yaxley British Legion
Meet at the Pump

Vicky Leschallas
Frances Ellis
Sue Gibbs
Louise Knox
Steve Ambler
Scott Sherrington
Alison Shailer
Chris Blythe
Kate Wishart
Brian Appleyard
Sue Gibbs
Sue Gibbs
Sue Gibbs
Terry Baker
Varies
Cherry Hadley
Karen Mason
Yvonne Wagstaff
Shirley Gregory

See advert in this issue
Austin Hall, Main Street, Yaxley
CARESCO Centre
CARESCO Centre
CARESCO Centre
CARESCO Centre

CARESCO Office
CARESCO Office
CARESCO Office
CARESCO Office

CALL
07906 114942
07542 172075
07961 687795
07771 784643
clerk@stiltonparishcouncil.org

07724 171158
242229
07400 693351
07507 304326
248701
248701
248701
244229
242229
246396
248701
241114
halls@christiancongregation.org.uk

07919 053140
07714 773528
07709 938122
07957 983950
242156
242409
07504 005825
241938
admin@peterboroughopera.co.uk

244642
07709 938122
07709 938122
07709 938122
07756 778154
07597 613392
244258
07980 262253
243370
246209

01487 832105
01487 832105
01487 832105
01487 832105

ate? Tell SCAN about your activities!
241938 | Stilton Church Meeting Room - (01733) 241709 | Leave a LANDLINE number!

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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Library News

Regrouping

YAXLEY LIBRARY’S REGULAR GROUPS RESUME
The library team are pleased to announce
that we are able to welcome back our regular
groups. During January we will contact the
groups to confirm this change; some groups
may take longer to organise a return as we
need to find speakers and volunteers. Please
keep a look out for more information on our
Library web pages or pop into the library
for more information.

If you or you know someone who needs
help doing this, we can assist them at the
library - they may need to book an
appointment. For more information please
contact us on Tel 0345 045 5225, E-mail
your.library@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or pop
into Yaxley Library.

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED

The Friends of Yaxley Library are a friendly
and welcoming group of people who love
to support their local library. We are
currently looking for new members!

Rhymetime and Storytime
Our Rhymetimes and Storytimes bring a lot
of people together and provide a great
opportunity for young ones to learn from
each other and through repetition. You'll be
part of the magic of starting a child's
journey, interacting and learning rhymes and
listening to stories. See the excitement on a
child's face when they master the actions of
Incy Wincy Spider or Shark in the Park for
the first time! Bring stories and rhymes to
life through your enthusiasm.
Time required: 1-2 hours a week. For more
information
please
contact
Pam.goodwin@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

FRIENDS OF YAXLEY LIBRARY

Do you care about your library?
Do you use the library regularly?
Would you like to help organise and
run events?
Do you like the idea of meeting new,
like-minded people from all walks of
life?

If
yes
then
please
contact
friendsofyaxleylibrary@hotmail.co.uk or
look on our website for more information.
We look forward to hearing from you!

NEW BUS PASSES &
RENEWALS

Look out for news on our website at
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library,
Cambridgeshire Libraries Facebook page,
or search for us on Twitter or Instagram.

Will your Bus Pass expire soon? It can be
renewed online up to six weeks before it
expires.

All the information in this article can be
found at:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Yaxley Library
Mon

15:00 - 19:00

Tue

09:30 - 17:00

Thu

09:30 - 17:00

Fri

09:30 - 13:30

Sat

09:30 - 13:30

St Luke's Roman
Catholic Parish
St Benedict’s Catholic
Community, Sawtry

Sunday Mass 5pm

Renewals & enquiries:
(0345) 045 5225

Currently suspended

www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library

St Luke’s Catholic Church,
Peterborough

Saturday Vigil Mass 6pm
Sunday Mass 9am,
10:30am & 12noon
26 Benyon Grove,
Orton Malborne,
Peterborough PE2 5XS

Route M24 - 4th Wednesday

Wed 26th Jan

Parish Priest - Fr Jeffrey Downie
Assistant Priest - Fr Jude Belnas
Deacon - Revd Prameel Joseph
Tel:
(01733) 230464
Email: saintlukesparish@yahoo.co.uk
Web: www.saintlukesparish.org.uk

Folksworth

10:30 - 10:50am Elm Road

Stilton
3:10 - 4pm
Outside The Talbot
9:30-10:15am
Stilton School
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/
libraries-leisureculture/libraries/mobiles
MobileLibraries@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Shop local! And be sure to tell our advertisers you found them in SCAN.
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From The Cabbage Patch
Winter Wonderlands

EVEN IN WINTER GARDENS CAN STILL BE ATTRACTIVE
There have been a few TV programmes
recently about 'winter gardens', writes Pat
Maltman. We have two magnificent
examples nearby, at Cambridge Botanic
Garden and Anglesey Abbey. Lovely to
visit but I doubt that many of us have
gardens big enough to put some space aside
for a winter garden. Cornus 'Midwinter
Fire' looks splendid at this time of year but
can be 'a bit boring' in the summer! Happily,
some plants that will add winter colour can
be easily used in a mixed border. Snowdrops
and aconites are the most obvious but there
are others. Bergenia, whose 'elephant ears'
turn from glossy green to rich plum red or
bronze after the first frost are good for the
front of a border or under deciduous trees.
The varieties 'Eric Smith', 'Abendglut',
'Wintermarchen' and 'Mrs Crawford' are
recommended for good winter colour and
provide pink or white flowers in spring.
But be sure to remove dead Bergenia leaves
in summer and autumn as they make
wonderful 'hotels' for slugs and snails!
Shapes are especially important in the winter
garden - you could go all retro with dwarf
conifers, Euonymous fortunei are very
forgiving and can be chopped back as
required ('pruning' seems too delicate a word
here!) Try varieties such as 'Emerald and
Gold', 'Silver Queen' and 'Harlequin'. I have
a particular favourite shrub at this time of
year, a Daphne called 'Jacqueline Postill'.
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Not only is she very pretty but the scent,
which you really don't expect in the middle
of winter, is glorious. There is one slight
drawback with this Daphne - one of her
parents is deciduous so she has a habit of
looking a bit sick in late summer. Do not,
on any account, give her a good feed - this
will only hasten her demise!
Whatever you do in the garden in winter,
remember not to walk on the lawn when
there is a frost. The frozen grass leaves will
rupture and damage the plant.
And don’t forget our garden birds could do
with a bit of help at this time of year.
Position your bird feeders near a tree or
shrub so the birds don't feel too vulnerable
to predators out in the open. Described as
'the UK's largest garden-based citizen
science project', the RSPB 'Big Garden
Birdwatch 2022' is the weekend 28th to 30th
January. To find out more and to take part
go to the RSPB website:
www.rspb.org.uk/birdwatch/
Look - the snowdrops are already beginning
to push up through the leaf litter in the
churchyard! All must be well with the world!
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