Parish Pump – local news

Dismasted !

You won’t need telling that our local skyline landmark - the transmitter mast at Morborne - burned down on the night of Saturday 30th October. A huge area of the East Midlands lost FM & digital radio services and some mobile phone networks lost local coverage.

Such a bizarre event naturally prompted suspicions of malicious intent, so the police were called in to investigate. At the time of writing, Crown Castle, the operators of the transmitter, are still awaiting a report from the police. Although deliberate damage can’t be ruled out, it is just as probable to have been a system failure. With the huge amount of power pumped into the mast, an electrical breakdown could easily cause an insulation fire hot enough to weaken the steel structure.

At this early stage, the future of the site is still under review, so we don’t know yet whether the mast will be reinstated here or at a new site elsewhere. As soon as we know, you’ll read about it in SCAN!

The Cemetery Building

As reported last month, the building in the old Cemetery is in urgent need either of major refurbishment - or demolition! Over time, the structure has suffered from the seasonal shrinkage and swelling of the underlying clay and is now badly cracked.

After taking professional advice, the  Parish Council decided to retain one of Stilton’s last remaining historic buildings as long as it could be put to good use. The building stands in a cemetery in which burials still take place and graves are still tended, so any proposed use must be of a suitable nature. The refurbished building could become a much-needed Parish Office and small meeting room; this could be available for use by other suitable groups.

The Parish Council invites you to  comment on this proposed course of action by phone, email or letter to the Chairman, Olive Main, 8 Caldecote Road, Stilton (01733) 241206 or alex.main@ukonline.co.uk.

A long search for grants to finance the needed rebuilding has been fruitless so it is proposed to use a portion of the Special Projects fund.  The cost is likely to be about £35,000 and will not involve any increase in the Parish's share of the Council Tax.

Plans for the design of the interior have to be drawn up. Anyone with professional expertise who would like to advise the Parish Council on how best to use the space is invited to contact the Chairman, as above.

High & Mighty - High Hedges and the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003

In November 2003 the Government introduced the Anti-Social Behaviour Act dealing with, amongst other things, high hedges. The Act gives local authorities the power to deal with complaints about high hedges which are having an adverse affect on someone's reasonable enjoyment of a domestic property.

The Government has been consulting a wide range of bodies on regulations and guidance for local authorities handling complaints. These will advise local authorities on how to assess complaints objectively and what weight might be given to different factors.

The measures are expected to be fully implemented very soon. Meanwhile, people affected by high hedges are encouraged to try negotiating a solution, as they will now be operating from a position of strength. Hedge owners might be prepared to be conciliatory rather than face the prospect of formal action by their local authority.

The Office of The Deputy Prime Minister has produced a leaflet - “Over the Garden Hedge” - which offers advice on how people might approach their neighbours to resolve disputes amicably. If you would like one of these useful leaflets please call (01480) 388437, 388439, or 388427.

As the law stands, the District Council cannot get involved in neighbour disputes about garden hedges. If the owner of an overgrown hedge will not co-operate, it is important to seek sound legal advice before considering further action.

Hunts District Council will publish any future information on the law affecting High Hedges as it becomes available.

Look out for Santa!

He’ll be visiting Stilton during the weekend of 11th & 12th Dec from 4pm. So keep a good lookout! Or come and meet him at the Playgroup Christmas Fayre on Saturday 11th Dec. Please give generously! All proceeds to Stilton Playgroup’s future building fund. (Note: Santa’s little helpers will all be wearing official badges.)

Holiday bin collections

At the time of going to press, the refuse collections calendar has still not been distributed. SCAN spoke to HDC and got a sneaky peeky at it and, as far as we know, the following dates are correct. But HDC seem a bit confused by Christmas, bless ‘em, so don’t be surprised to see a refuse truck turn up when you’re not expecting it! Note that the garden waste collection is suspended over the holiday period, so a good excuse for not going out in the cold with the secateurs!

GREY BIN DAYS: Mon 13th, 20th & Tue 28th DecTue 4th & Mon 10th Jan

GARDEN BIN DAYS: Mon 6th Dec & 17th Jan

RECYCLING DAYS: Fri 3rd & 17th Dec, 14th Jan

Stilton Mailcoach

A MOVING EXPERIENCE

HELLO… we're still here! It was lovely to read the piece in SCAN wishing us luck on our forthcoming move and we thank everyone for their best wishes - but unfortunately they were a bit premature!

We had hoped to have been settled in our new home by now but the prospective buyer decided to withdraw at the last moment. Anyway, we will have to start all over again. We love living in Stilton; the people and community spirit are great and this little corner of the village is peaceful and lovely, with great neighbours and views (house for sale - all good offers considered!)  We still intend to move but it is some compensation to realise that we are going to have to stay for a little bit longer than we thought!

Still be seeing you around and hope you all have a great Christmas. (Think we’ll be downing quite a bit of the Christmas spirit this year!)

Linda & Dave Stanbridge

SORRY!

Dear Residents of Stilton 

I would like to apologise for the untimely manner in which some of you were notified about the firework display on the evening of Saturday 23rd October, and take this opportunity to apologise to the people who were not informed.  We are aware that some Stilton residents have children and animals to consider and should be given prior warning. It was however an oversight.

As you know, our relationship with Stilton residents is paramount and we will endeavour to inform you in a timely manner if this occasion should arise again.

Once again I apologise for our shortcomings and any inconvenience caused.

Yours Sincerely 

Simon Robson, General Manager, The Bell Inn

Crimewatch

CREDIT CARD SCAM ALERT

There is a new credit card fraud under way at present and with Christmas coming, you need to be extra vigilant. It works like this:

You get a phone call apparently from Visa or Mastercard. Caller says, "This is (any name) and I'm calling from the Security and Fraud Department at Visa/Mastercard. My badge number is (some string of digits). “Your card has been flagged for an unusual purchase pattern and I'm calling to verify. “Did you purchase an expensive item, for (£497.99 say) from a marketing company based in (any town)?"

When you say “No” the caller continues with, “Then we will be issuing a credit to your account. This is a company we have been watching and the charges range from £297 to £497, just under the £500 purchase pattern that flags most cards. “Before your next statement, the credit will be sent to (they give you your address), is that correct?”

You say “Yes.” The caller continues.. “I will be starting a fraud investigation. If you have any questions, you should call the 0800 number listed on your card and ask for Security. “You will need to refer to this Control number.” (He then gives you a 6-digit number.) Caller then says he “needs to verify you are in possession of your card” (This is when the scam takes place!). He asks you to turn your card over. “There are 7 numbers; the first 4 are (whatever, as they have your number anyway). The next 3 are the security numbers that verify that you are in possession of the card” (These are the numbers they are really after as these are the numbers you use to make internet purchases to prove you have the card). “Read me the 3 numbers.” When you do he says “That is correct. I just needed to verify that the card has not been lost or stolen, and that you still have your card. Do you have any questions? Don't hesitate to call back if you do.”

You actually say very little, and they never ask for or tell you the card number. But after one victim was called he telephoned back within 20 minutes to ask a question and the real Visa security department said it was a scam and in the last 15 minutes a new purchase of £497.99 had been put on the victim's card.

What the scammer wants is the 3-digit number. By the time you get your statement, you think the credit is coming, and then it's harder to actually file a fraud report.

The real Visa or Mastercard department will never ask for anything about the card - they already know everything about it!

CAR THEFT OUTBREAK

There has recently been an outbreak of thefts from parked cars across this area, from Holme Fen to Elton. The thieves seem to be targeting pubs, restaurants, gyms, outdoor events, but never leave your bag, or anything else of value, where it can be seen. Christmas shopping left on the seats of cars is asking for trouble. Please stop the thieves by taking simple precautions and lock everything in the boot!

Stilton Culture

Away Goals - A Winning Twinning Trip to St Christol, by Amber Ding

I have just returned from a visit to our twin town of St Christol, where young football players aged 10-15 years took part in a friendly match against the local French youth teams. The French welcomed us with open arms. They laid on great entertainment and plenty to eat and drink!

The under-10's came 2nd in their tournament. The under-15's drew 2-2 in one match but lost the other 5-1. We all played well and players and spectators all had a great time. Stilton can be proud of our performance.

On the second day we went to Aigues-Mortes, a walled city near the port with access to the Mediterranean. We walked around the city and then spent the afternoon on the beach, where we all enjoyed a picnic lunch and fun & games! In the evening we were entertained by the St Christol Dance School, which was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.

On the last day in St Christol the children went to an adventure park where we completed an obstacle course up in the tall trees. Everyone had to wear a harness and we swung through the trees like monkeys. We kids loved it!

The people of St Christol were warm and very friendly. I will remember this trip fondly for many years. THANK YOU to the Twinning Association for organising such a memorable trip.

Sporting Life

Running to Glory - YAXLEY RUNNERS POST NEW ACHIEVEMENTS

After three years’ support from Serpentine Green, Yaxley Runners’ new sponsors for the “Folksworth 15” are Sharman Quinney estate agents. Sharman Quinney celebrate their 15th anniversary in 2005 and saw this as a good reason to return to the fold, having previously sponsored the race as the new millennium started. We look forward to working with them again. Entries for the "15" are already arriving.

As mentioned last month, the Frostbite League Round 1 at St Neots had a record turnout.  First Yaxley Runners member home was Stilton resident Mike Burke in 83rd, followed by Allan Shutt & Paul Branch.  First club lady was Yaxley’s very own Louise Burgess. First time finishers were Lee Carpenter, Carry Murphy, Chantelle Swart & Karen Freeman. Junior Richard Pawlak was highly impressive in 3rd place.  Round 2 was at Bushfield on 21st Nov - watch this space for results!

It has been a fairly slow period since the Frostbite, the only local race being the Fenland (Wisbech) 10 mile, held on a bright October morning. Mike Barker and Geoff Clark were in attendance. Things pick up towards Christmas with two more Frostbite races, St Neots half-marathon, the Hereward 40-mile relay and the Nene Valley 10.

All London Marathon club applications have now been submitted, with acceptance issued in early December. Six members have applied - good luck with your training!

Many thanks to Andrew Wright for arranging Yaxley's invitation to the Cambridgeshire Fire & Rescue Services (CFRS) annual 3½-mile race.  It was a resounding success with close competition between CFRS, Yaxley Runners & PACTRAC (Triathlon) Oundle. The exercise helped generate an appetite for the huge buffet afterwards!

Stilton United lead the way!

Following SUFC's triumphant performance last year, they were promoted to the Vauxhall Div Three of the Peterborough & District Football League. And they're off to a good start. So far their results stand at:

Played:

9

Won: 

7

Drawn: 
1

Lost: 

1

Points: 
22

... putting them straight into top position!

But the team are not complacent. The lost match - against Sutton Bridge - reminded them that they face strong competition. Sutton Bridge are hot on their heels in second place and strong teams such as Guyhirn, Eye and Alconbury will give them some serious opposition. Stilton have scored a remarkable 43 goals in these first nine matches. Adding in the 11 goals conceded gives an average of six goals per match. Never a dull moment for the spectators! (Or the goalies!) Let's hope there are plenty more goals to come - preferably Stilton's!

It's not fair to single out individual performances (not even Trevor Harrison's brace of goals against Gedney Hill, after coming on as a second-half substitute!) and we applaud a magnificent team effort by players and manager.

The Club is extremely grateful for the “anonymous” donation of brand-new training tops for the entire team. Many thanks from all of us! Yet again, Carl & Sam from the Country Club have generously paid for the team's insurance, without which no-one could even kick a ball. Since losing the playing facilities in Stilton, Mr Glen Woolner has covered all our pitch hire costs at Stanground College, where we now play our home matches. Everyone associated with the team is in his debt - many thanks Glen.

Fixture lists are usually printed too late for inclusion in SCAN, but are displayed on the notice board in the Country Club. Come along and support us! Anyone interested in playing or helping in any way is warmly invited to contact Carl or any committee member.

Long-playing Record - STILTON RACERS PREPARE FOR 10th SEASON

Stilton RT is now the longest running Elite team in the UK! Like most teams, we’ve had our ups and downs during that time but, as you can read here, we’re now well set up for a successful 10th season.

Despite the loss of our title sponsor after four years of support, the Stilton team will start the 2005 Elite competition season with strong backing. Financial support has been received from The Bell Inn and practical support from several high-profile sponsors.  The team will be racing on the tried and tested Schwalbe tyres and tubulars and Taya Super 92 9spd chain. We are indebted to Chris Hearn of Bohle UK for his support.

To keep our “engines” fuelled, Coca-Cola Enterprises of Peterborough have extended their sponsorship of the team and will be supplying the famous drink as well as the highly recommended Powerade energy drinks. The team are indebted to Abigail Speechley for this renewal arrangement. Several other sponsors will be named shortly.

We have a strong team for 2005, bolstered by the arrival of Dr Alex Higham, formerly of the Cambridge University CC. Alex, who works at Bedford Hospital, is a Cambridge graduate and should be a strong asset to the team - providing our Oxford contingent don't take umbrage! Now we can now cheer for both sides in the Boat Race!

Friends of Stilton School news - Dido did it !

A big thank you to everyone who came along and supported the Children In Need “Stars in Their Eyes” evening. It was a HUGE success, not only raising a fantastic amount for Children in Need but F.O.S.S. even made £160 profit from the refreshments and raffle!  The evening was so exciting with amazing performances by the children presenting an array of acts.  The staff and parents joined in entertaining the crowd whilst the votes were counted.  The winners were “Dido”, a great performance taking a lot of courage.  Well done to all the performers - children and adults alike!  It is thanks to Clare Petty that the event was so successful and from the positive comments and praise received this may be an event to repeat!

Thanks are also due to everyone who attended the Christmas Bazaar; another great turnout by children and parents.  Let's hope Santa took notes for your Wish Lists kids!  It is so nice to see people supporting our events and enjoying themselves in the process.

The Quiz Night will have taken place by the time you read this and we will report on it next month.  Many thanks to Clare Petty for organising the event, and to everyone in F.O.S.S. who helped make it happen.

The next event is the School Disco on Friday 10th December, 6:30-8:00pm.

The first event in 2005 for Stilton School will be Activity World on Friday 28th January, where we hire the centre for just ourselves.  Further details in the New Year.

It only remains for F.O.S.S. to wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and look forward to a successful 2005 for everyone.  That's when all the fun will start again!

Irene Goldsmith

STILTON OVER 60’s

Thankyou to everyone for your support and help over the past year.

We wish everyone a VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS and a safe & healthy New Year!

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Wednesday Worship at Lunchtime

Holy Communion followed by a soup & bread lunch

Every 3rd Wednesday in the month 12:30 - 1:30pm

Break the bread of fellowship with us in tranquil surroundings (Dec 15th)

Friends of Sawtry College news: - A Good Friend to Good Friends

I would like to introduce to you a very good friend of FOSCC. Jean Pothercary has had a long association with the College, being until a few years ago a member of the College Governors. She has also been a Governor for the local school in Alconbury.

Many people that my wife and I have spoken to about Jean have always had kind and positive things to say about her. Some have commented on her connection with the Alconbury village church and others of her visiting and helping the elderly.

On a recent visit to her home with the Principal of Sawtry Community College, Jim Stewart, I was proud and delighted to present to Jean a gift from FOSCC in recognition of the time that she volunteers to us every year to act as our Auditor. Thank you Jean. Richard Simmons Chairman, FOSCC

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Dec 17th Xmas Prize Bingo

Excellent family entertainment! Light refreshments Doors open 7:00pm. Eyes Down 7:30pm 

Feb 10th FOSCC Full Committee Meeting 7:30pm in the College

March 4th Easter Prize Bingo

Excellent family entertainment! Light refreshments Doors open 7:00pm. Eyes Down 7:30pm 

SPRING 2005

Special presentation evening by a former 6th form student of his gap year work with an international charity. Watch for details!

May 25thFOSCC Full Committee Meeting7:30pm in the College

July 9thFamily Summer BBQ Music by Mr Green & Student Band. Watch for details!

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS

For more information about FOSCC, contact us via Mr A Stevens through the College General Office, or on our NEW email address: friendsofscc@hotmail.com

All parents, staff, Governors, students and friends of the College are warmly invited to attend any of our meetings, functions and events.

A Wheely Good Idea - NEW NORTH HUNTS COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME

Do you have a reliable car and some time to spare? Want to help people? Well, why not help us establish the new North Hunts Community Car Scheme?

Planned to launch in January, the purpose of this scheme is to offer transport for essential purposes to those who have difficulty accessing public transport.  You know the kinds of problem - impaired mobility or the lack of access to public transport out in the country.  Such journeys may include trips to the local GP or dental surgery, to pick up a prescription, to hospital for outpatients' appointments or to visit relatives or friends.

The North Hunts Community Car Scheme will be managed in Yaxley and will cover our local villages:

Yaxley

Glatton

Denton

Caldecote

Lutton

Folksworth

Morborne

Haddon

Chesterton

Alwalton

Farcet

Farcet Fen

Yaxley Fen

Norman Cross

Stilton

Holme Fen

Holme

Conington

We need drivers of all ages, in all of these areas, to volunteer a little (or a lot!) of their time if we are going to achieve this. 

The scheme will be run by groups of volunteers who have offered to give as much time as they can. All volunteer drivers use their own vehicles, for which a mileage allowance for expenses is available, as well as additional insurance cover.

Thanks must already go to volunteers and Yaxley Group Practice, working with Hunts District Council and Cambs County Council, who have started such a scheme on a small scale. Now we want to build on this success!

If you would like to know more about these schemes  or are interested in volunteering, telephone the Community Transport Officer at Cambs County Council on (01223) 717755 or Louise Dawson, Community Project worker - Yaxley, Huntingdonshire District Council on 07717 630962.  Or call in and talk to Louise at the Yaxley Information Centre.

Cambridgeshire Constabulary Police Station Catchment Area

Please note that Stilton is served from Orton Police Station, Misterton, Orton Centre, Peterborough PE2 0SZ 

(01733 563232)  In an emergency, please ring 999

Yaxley Group Practice news

Telephone System

MAKE A NOTE!

For a trial period, from Monday 29th Nov, we have introduced a new system of dealing with patients' telephone calls. We intend to give callers several options to try and speed up the process of answering your calls, by diverting them to the correct departments.

The following is a summary of the procedure we will be asking you to follow. 

When you telephone the surgery you will be asked to choose one of the following options:

For a Medical Emergency
Press 1

For an appointment today
Press 2

For prescription queries 
Press 3

For queries about referrals and other Doctors' correspondence Press 4

For all other enquiries, (or if your telephone is not the “touch-tone” type, in which case the above key presses won’t work) you will be asked to hold the line and you will be put through to Reception. If in doubt, just hold on and you’ll be put through to a real person!

We are confident that the new system will help our Reception staff to deal with queries much quicker and therefore provide a better service for our patients.

Clare Leaton, Patients' Services Manager

Pharmacy

I can't believe it's that time of year again! We have had another challenging year, with even more changes that have hopefully benefited us all. And as you can see below, we have also taken on more staff. 

Christmas is always a difficult time for everyone, but I have an extremely strong team that are there to help you. I am grateful to my team who work extremely hard, in sometimes difficult circumstances, and to the rest of the Practice Team that support us. I should like to ask for your help in the following ways, by preparing yourself for the holidays, bad weather, illness etc. 

Please check when your medication will run out and get your orders in early.

If you need extra medication because you are going away, please write this on your request and always check that your medication doesn't need updating before you place your order. You do not always need to see a Doctor to update your prescription. Medication can be updated by one of our Nurse Practitioners or a Doctor, by telephone.

Don't be afraid to order a little early and always allow a minimum of 2 working days before coming to collect your medicines. Don't forget that if you email or post requests to us, they can take longer to process.

I am confident that next year we will continue to raise our standards and maintain our good service.

My team and I should like to wish all our Patients a lovely, peaceful Christmas and look forward to your continuing co-operation and kindness in 2005.

Mrs. S. McKallip Pharmacy Manager

Staff Changes - Pharmacy

Jo Mason, Dispensary Clerk, will be going on maternity leave on 24th December. We wish her well.

Pearl Lambert (formerly with the Pharmacy  Sales Team) and Karen Earl started as part-time Dispensary Clerks in November on  temporary contracts covering Jo Mason's maternity leave.

Ruth Watkins and Jane Valente have joined the Pharmacy Team as Sales Assistants.

Integrated Nursing Team

Trish Croke started her new part-time post as Primary Nurse Practitioner in November. Hilary Phillips will take on more responsibility for the District Nursing Team.

Annette Hall Tuitt joined the team in November as a Primary Nurse Practitioner, and will be covering several other Practices.

Helen Stratton will be leaving the Practice on 3rd Dec to take up a new post of Diabetes Specialist Nurse. We wish her well in her new post and send her our congratulations on her recent engagement to Brian.

We are advertising two Staff Nurse posts, for the Team.

Age Well Club

Programme December 2004

Tuesday 7th
Brian Jones
Christmas Traditions

Tuesday 14th
Christmas Lunch at The Olde Mill, Upwell

Tuesday 21st  
No meeting

Tuesday 28th
No meeting

Diary Dates

On Tuesday 11th January Peter Leaton will be talking to the Age Well Club about the “Abbeys Amble” sponsored walk. Peter, along with Dr Davies, Damian Cleveland and Frank Reader, undertook the walk in September to raise funds for the ECHO Cardiogram which the Patients' Association is buying for the Practice.

If you would like to hear about their experiences, then come along at 9:45am. There will be a charge of £1 and all proceeds will go to the Appeal.

Carer Support Group

The next meetings of the Group will be on Wed 1st Dec and Wed 5th Jan from 2pm until 4pm in the Health Education Room.

Christmas Opening Hours 

Christmas Eve - The Practice will close at 4pm. Afternoon surgery will be 2pm till 4pm

CLOSED CHRISTMAS DAY, BOXING DAY, 27th & 28th DEC.

Usual hours on New Year's Eve. Surgery will close at 5:30pm.

CLOSED NEW YEAR'S DAY & MON 3rd JANUARY.

Happy Christmas !

The Doctors and Staff send their best wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

Library News

On the 16th October we held our very successful Family Learning Week activity - "Make it like Matisse".  Many families took part and some amazing masterpieces were created. We all had a lot of fun! The gallery of work is now on display in the library, so next time you are in do have a look.

The Pre-School Story Times and Rhyme Time events for babies have been very well supported. We are really encouraged by the enthusiasm and numbers attending. There are only three of each of these events left this term. Come in and pick up a leaflet for dates and look out for new dates starting in January.

We have been having a series of class visits from local schools. These have proved to be very popular, with the children asking a wide range of questions about the library and most taking a book each back to school with them. They have a look around the library, a talk about what is available to borrow and are shown the various sites that are on the library computers. But they seem to enjoy most of all being read a story! You can hear a pin drop in the children's corner - except when they’re laughing at a funny moment, which is very satisfying.

Recently, we have been asking all our Adult Readers to fill in a Census form to give us your views on what you think about your library, including the building the books and the staff. Results should be interesting!

Our Adult Reading Group meets regularly. If you are interested in joining please come and ask.

We are again running a series of computer taster sessions if you are interested in these please come in and book a place with our trainer.

Kath Perry, Library Supervisor

Mobile Library Outside the Talbot Pub, Stilton alternate Fridays 10:50 -11:35 

December 3rd and 17th NO visit on Dec 31st
MERRY XMAS!

To all our readers& advertisers from the SCAN production& distribution team

Thanks for making 2004 our best-ever year!

Playgroup CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Come and support your local Playgroup - and meet Santa!

Cake stall - Lucky dip - Christmas craft - and more!

Saturday 11th December 11:00am to 1:00pm at Playgroup          

Raffle tickets on sale NOW! £1 a ticket

Star prize: Level 1 Service at Smiths Nissan & full Valet at Smiths Accident & Repair Centre

All proceeds go to Stilton Playgroup’s future building fund

WORKERS' EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION

Eastern District  Yaxley Group  Reg. Charity No. 314001

The Tudors - An illustrated ten week lecture series by Don Chiswell

Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm from 11th January to 22nd March 2005The Royal British Legion Club, 210 Broadway, Yaxley

From 1485 to 1603 the Tudor dynasty oversaw the great social, political, economic and religious changes which transformed England from a mediaeval backwater to a modern state. Come and learn about this fascinating period of our history.

For more information, contact:

R.A.Dudley MBE, Branch Secretary 43 Atherstone Avenue, PeterboroughPE3 9TU (01733) 269341

Holme School - Bingo

Friday 3rd Dec 6:45 doors open 7:30 eyes down

For information ring Carol 242389

3rd Stilton Guides - Giant Bric-a-Brac Sale!

Saturday 4th December 1pm Stilton Memorial Hall

Please come along and support us! If you have anything you can donate for our bric-a-brac stall please phone Carol Warren on 242389

STILTON GARDENING CLUB

Tuesday 21st December Church Meeting Room 7:30pm

Christmas Party! - Entry with a plate of party food 

Wine and soft drinks 

Raffle for club funds 

All members and guests welcome to take part in our garden quiz

GET YOUR NEWS IN EARLY!

SCAN goes to press early in December because of the holiday. So please send us your news and advertisements NOW!

Stilton Recipe

Celebrating the end of World War II

TO GET YOU IN THE MOOD FOR CHEESE-ROLLING 2005!

There were six wartime Christmases, and with the ever-dwindling availability of imported produce, people had to use considerable ingenuity to celebrate as traditionally as possible. It often wasn't possible to find ingredients for the usual Christmas dishes. Here is one the Daily Express Wartime Cookery Book suggested as a substitute:

SAGO MOULD

Sprinkle 2oz. of sago into a pint of boiling half-and-half milk and water. Add 1oz sugar.  Cook thoroughly until stiff. Add two tablespoons of golden syrup and the grated rind and juice of 1 lemon.  Pour into a wetted mould and leave to set.

Ed's note: You have to be over a certain age to understand how revolting this must have been! (No you don’t Olive - I can feel my gorge rising as I type this!)

BLACK COFFEE

The blackout also caused unexpected culinary problems. One family, huddling in the darkened kitchen, decided to cheer themselves up with a mug of Camp coffee. (Younger readers should look for this in the supermarket. You can still get it, it’s liquid coffee concentrate. - good for cooking with, but not much else!)  After much fumbling about in the dark with the bottle and a hot kettle, they were dismayed to find the coffee tasted truly awful. Only in the light of day did they discover that they’d been using a bottle of HP sauce! 

Does anybody have any other authentic wartime recipes or stories of “make do & mend” ?

WANTED ! - Editorial Assistant for SCAN

Want to join a winning team?

Have basic keyboard/PC skills?

SCAN needs someone to transcribe and collate  material, chase up stories and generally help with production. If you have some free time every month and bags of enthusiasm, call Olive on 241206. Help us make SCAN even better!

Any old computers?

Two 15 year old boys, very interested in computers, are learning how to mend and re-program them. Do you have any computer bits that you don't want? Are you throwing one out? If so, could we have it so that we can try and see what’s wrong with it? If we manage to get enough bits of old computers we would love to build one! Many thanks!

Matthew Warren
242389

Dan Turner 

241589

