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The Parish Pump – Local News:
On Report

PARISH COUNCIL’S ANNUAL REPORT TO RESIDENTS

The Annual Parish Meeting took place on May 9th, at which reports were presented by the Chairman and Treasurer. On the following pages, we are pleased to print these reports for everyone to read. As you read them, you will quickly come to realise that every penny of the parish precept is spent directly to the benefit of the Stilton community. And even with the money, most village projects wouldn’t happen at all without the unsung efforts of a small group of hard-working individuals who give freely of their time and talents. So pause a while and reflect on what a thriving community we are lucky to live in.

Special Rubbish Collection
From Wednesday July 26th. Details in July's SCAN, but please read the following, kindly sent in by Mrs Ann Banks. 

Might your rubbish be useful? 

There are two charities in Peterborough which help the homeless. They can use unwanted household items; cookers, refrigerators and washing machines are in great demand. Both charities can collect your goods. The charities are:

· Peterborough Community Church (01733) 311156

· St Theresa's House   (01733) 893762

Noise Annoys

The longer, warmer evenings tempt many of us to sit outside to wind down after a busy day, so it is very annoying if someone else disturbs our calm. A certain amount of noise has to be acceptable or no one could mow their garden, ring the church bells or even talk loudly outside. It is also recognised that some businesses have to make a noise. However, to be a nuisance in law noise must “significantly interfere with your enjoyment or use of your property.” The Environmental Protection Act 1990 is used by the District Council to take action to remove the noise or, as a last resort, to take a case to court.

The usual complaints are about loud music, radios or TV, home and car alarms, barking dogs and DIY activities. Obviously, noise disputes should be settled quickly by neighbours talking about the problem and showing consideration. It may be you are over sensitive and could be satisfied by a small change in behaviour. First of all, if possible ask your neighbours to reduce the noise, and keep a note of the conversation. If nothing happens, write to them (keep a copy) and then keep a diary of events. The loudness, time, duration and type of noise will all be considered if you later ask the District Council to investigate. If you cannot solve the problem contact Operational Services on (01480) 388302. Your identity will not be divulged unless any legal proceedings require it; when you could be asked to give evidence in Court.  

GREY BIN DAYS:
Mon 12th & 26th June

GARDEN BIN DAYS:
Mon 5th & 19th June

RECYCLING DAYS:
Fri 2nd,  16th & 30th June

Chairman’s Report

OLIVE MAIN REVIEWS THE PARISH COUNCIL’S YEAR

NO CHANGE

This year there has been no change of personnel, but John Warner took over from Chris Walford as Vice-Chairman of the Council.

PERENNIALS

The experience and expertise of the Council, Clerk and Treasurer have been tested in a number of areas this year. Some issues have been resolved, but others continue into next year. There are also the perennial, seemingly insoluble, problems, notably parking outside the school and in Fen Street. With the erection of two houses in Church Close, dropped kerbs were at last  completed to give off-street parking to residents. The other road safety issue - the southern flyover - led to the appearance of a flashing sign that continues to mystify all who pass it.

THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Two planning applications proved contentious. An application to erect a dwelling and livestock buildings at Sheeplair Farm was approved after Folksworth Parish Council decided to support it. An application on the site of Stilton Guest House is still to be decided. In the next few weeks the Council has also to consider its response to the long-term structure changes proposed by HDC in response to national and regional development plans. Councillor Mitchell met some of the Parish Council to explain HDC's position.

SECURITY

National policy also impinged on the village in September when Cambs Constabulary re-aligned its operational boundaries with local authority areas. Stilton moved into Central Division and is now policed from Yaxley where a Neighbourhood Policing Team is based. PC Wendy Ellis remains the Community Beat manager. Supt. Mackinnon came to the Parish Council in October and also held a public meeting. The new arrangement appears to be working well; the police presence is greater and PC Ellis is now well known by many people in the village. Although there are few crimes reported there continues to be unacceptable behaviour in the centre of the village. A trial with CCTV was inconclusive and the cost of a permanent scheme proved a stumbling block. Private cameras give limited coverage, and a Pub Watch scheme, at present under discussion, may be effective in preventing the rowdiness reported.

YOUTH PROJECTS

The pubs cannot be blamed for all the anti social behaviour of young people who congregate round the pump. To give them something to do, Councillor Mitchell has championed a project to build a wheeled play facility on the new playing field. (See reports in this issue and passim.)The Parish Council is also looking to co-operate with another project that aims to involve young people in activities of their choice.

PLAYING FIELD

The playing field will feature in future annual reports as money comes available. This year the field has been fenced and gates put in position. Paving of the entrance and field drainage will start soon, and minor expenditure will allow the field to be used. To oversee all this the Parish Council established a Playing Field Committee under the Chairmanship of Mike Nickolay. Its terms of reference were accepted in September.

LANDSCAPING

The Council has spent time on more unpopular problems. The dyke which runs from Church Street to Cooper Thornhill Road has now been cleaned out, fenced and a hedge planted, but only after considerable consultation with local residents. The new layout in Barn Close proved unpopular with neighbouring properties and had to be adjusted. A fence to prevent children climbing into gardens is still to be completed. Gala Close green was found to belong to the County Council. Councillor Mitchell has drawn up plans to landscape the area, which would allow children to play there but would prevent football and cricket.

GRAVE MATTERS

The day-to-day work of the Council continues. Kathy Ray and Doug Maltman are modernizing our financial processes.   Doug also chairs the Burial Committee, which published a Burial Policy in September. Trees in the cemetery are causing problems and an insurance claim has been made. The mortuary has been shored-up and awaits Dick West having time to draw up plans. Doug and Mary Croll are presently listing the few remaining grave spaces. It won't be long before the village has to decide what the Council should do in this context. 

MAINTENANCE

Much of the Council's expenditure is on maintaining the village. Three special rubbish collections were organized. The billygoat secure storage was completed and the machine is heavily used by the two Ians. Fergusons continue to hold the maintenance contract. The usual village walk in autumn showed the village to be generally in good order. Most of the minor works required are the responsibility of the County Council who are slowly working through the list. Unfortunately we have not been able to acquire more “poop bins” because of problems with emptying them. Nor have we yet got the two new bus shelters (opposite the end of Mill Road and outside the Stilton Cheese), nor refurbished the existing ones.

EFFORTS

Councillors continue to be active in village life. The Memorial Hall Committee has been re-organized under a new Chairman as Brenda Whaley retired. The Almshouses are nearing the end of an almost complete re-build. The £120,000 needed has been raised largely by the efforts of Mike Nickolay, Doug Maltman and Liam McGivern, assisted by Yvonne Warner. Stilton Parish Council made a grant of £1000. 

APPRECIATION

The length of this report is some indication of a busy year. I want to take this opportunity to thank all Councillors who give their time and talents; they attend Council meetings, Committee meetings and events arranged by outside bodies without any payment of expenses. Our clerk Mary Croll has led us (nearly!) all into the electronic age. Kathy Ray's financial and accounting skills are invaluable; lan Croll and lan Bellamy have adopted a new work schedule.

Where Your Money Goes

PARISH COUNCIL TREASURER’S REPORT 2005/2006

FIELD NOTES

The new playing field continues to dominate the Council's expenditure as it is prepared for village use. Around £11,400 has been spent on fencing and gating it. We anticipate spending £14,591 shortly on drainage. (Quotations received were up to £23,382!). We have been quoted £1,000 for a cycle rack.

SPECIAL RESERVE

The precept for 2006/2007 was set at £51,300, an increase of 3% on the previous year, having been unchanged for the three years prior to that. This should leave us with a Special Projects Reserve, unchanged from 31st March 2006, of around £40,000 at 31st March 2007, after spending £15,000 on land drainage on the field, a potential £5,000 on the Mortuary and £5,000 on other small projects. The £40,000 is earmarked for the provision of community facilities on the field or elsewhere in the village.

REFURBISHMENTS

From our general reserves we funded changes to the play area in Barn Close at a cost of £800 and new fencing alongside the school at a cost of £2,026. Repairs were made to listed memorials in the churchyard. This cost £5,014 but we received a grant of £1,484 from HDC to offset it. We are in the process of refurbishing three bus shelters and putting two new ones in North Street. The expected cost of this work is £6,850.

AUDIT REPORT

During the year the Council adopted an Investment Policy to go with the Financial Regulations adopted last year. The Council was randomly selected to have an intermediate external audit rather than the basic audit that is usually required. The Council was given fifteen additional questions and requests for information, most of which concerned formalising and fully minuteing actions which we were already undertaking in a less formal manner, such as re-appointing the internal auditor on an annual basis, receiving formal annual notification that he is independent from the Council and confirming that all Councillors have signed acceptance of the Code of Conduct. The audit was signed off with just two notes - firstly that our Standing Orders and Financial Regulations were not in place for the whole year and secondly that a written risk assessment report was not produced until after 31st March 2005. Thanks again to Richard Grant for continuing as internal auditor (officially, by letter, this year!)

THANKS

For yet another year, thank you all very much for your help and support, particularly Mary, Olive and Doug.

Kathy Ray 9th May 2006

Stilton Culture

Skate Park Under Way !
YOUTH COMMITTEE FORMED

In March 2005 a village survey was carried out to find out what facilities the younger people in Stilton would like. This showed that a lot of young people wanted a skate park, so a Youth Facilities Management Group was set up to look into the possibilities and to see what could be done to get more facilities for the village. 

In November 2005 a Youth Meeting was held to review progress. A suitable site had been identified in the new playing field and agreement reached with the Parish Council over its possible use.

ALL IN FAVOUR

On 27th April we held a public meeting about the proposed Skate Park/BMX Park (an All Wheeled Facility). This was attended by 46 young people, plus a few parents. There was a short presentation to outline where we were, where the site would be and what needed to be done. The young people and the adults at the meeting were all in favour of the plans and were keen to start fund raising.

A GOOD START

The cost could be between £10,000 and £40,000, depending upon what is wanted. The young people will need to decide this before applying for grants; they will be expected to raise 10% of whatever sum is required. At Cheese Rolling they made a start on their fundraising and raised about £200. A big thank you to everyone who supported them!

CONSTITUTION

Our next step was to form a young persons’ Committee for this project and so, on the 11th May a Youth meeting was held and 17 of the young people got together, with Carol Warren (youth leader), Alison Lawrence (youth leader) and Peter Mitchell (district councillor) to form a “Youth Committee.” They wrote their own constitution and then decided that it was best to split the committee into two age groups. They elected six representatives, 3 from each age group: - Evan Allen, Michael McEachern, Jake Beatles, Isaac Dann, Harry Howe and Tom Leatherbarrow. They also voted in a Chairman, Jack Power, and a vice-chairman Ian Iwansky.

They arranged another meeting for Thursday 25th May to start discussing how they will raise the funds and draw up plans for what they actually want.

If anyone is interested in helping, then please contact either Peter Mitchell on 244666, Carol Warren 242389 or Alison Lawrence on 242642. 

Carol Warren

Young People!

If you want to know more, or get involved in the project, then talk to the elected representatives.

Calling all young people!

LOCAL RESOURCE CENTRE WORKS FOR YOU

· Are you affected by anti-social behaviour?

· Do you want to become involved in the decision making processes that take place in Stilton?

If so, we work with young people like you, to find out what you would like to see in your village, and we support you to communicate this to your Parish Council. In addition we will help you to write funding bids to bring money into the village from external sources, and will offer both you and the Parish Council training to help you communicate more effectively with one another.

We meet for an hour, once every two weeks, so if you are aged 11-19 and think this sounds like something you're interested in, keep your eyes open for the Young Lives posters that will be appearing in Stilton soon, e-mail me: katie@young-lives.org.uk, or ring me 01480 376567 for more information.

You can also check out www.young-lives.org.uk
(Advert)

FOR SALE

Electric Mobility Scooter

In good condition

with battery charger

£275

Tel: (01733) 751662

Shock ! Horror !

POLE DANCING AT CHEESE-ROLLING?

Sadly, not a new attraction at our annual madness, just a slip of the tongue by Adam Vickers; a mistaken introduction to our splendid Maypole dancing and singing! But by this time most of us involved with 2006's Cheese Rolling had already gone through nearly three hours of trauma.

First the rain looked like staying all day. Happily it cleared up miraculously and the sun came out. Then we had to deal with a broken down car parked right outside the Bell, just where the mailcoach bringing Laura and Harrison was to arrive. In the end PC Ellis traced the car’s owner to Bretton and the poor man was dragged down to Stilton to move it.

RELAX

We could then relax a bit and enjoy the Holme and Stilton Schools’ dancing, the bizarre costumes of Pig Dyke Molly and the slapstick of a mediaeval mummers' play. North Street packed with the usual stalls, fairground rides and food; in the Memorial Hall some peace and quiet and a homemade cake or ploughman's.

COLOUR & SPECTACLE

The mailcoach brought some colour and excitement and a demonstration of how difficult a coach and four is to manoeuvre. It just emphasised the skill of the old coachmen who drove the Great North Road in all weathers to make sure the mail got through.

Later in the afternoon a real big top saw a capacity crowd watching a real circus performance. This new attraction was followed by what has become our traditional concert, featuring Leon and his friends.

This year Cheese Rolling saw a great innovation - a wheelchair competition which provided thrills, spills and great entertainment. Everyone involved wants to come back next year, perhaps with some opposition from Northamptonshire. We also had the first France/England match. Won, I'm afraid, by four delicate-looking French ladies completely devastating Stilton's all-male team, all of whom were experienced Cheese Rollers and should be ashamed of themselves! For a time it looked like the Polish men’s team Lajkonic would clock up their fourth consecutive win but Stilton triumphed, as it did in the junior and ladies’ competitions.

Cheese Rolling Results

Men:
Winners - Dyslexic Time Lords
Runners Up - Golden Balls 

Women:
Winners - Golden Girls
Runners-up - Reluctant Rollers 1

Junior:
Winners - Hobo's Return
Runners-up - Pig Dyke Kids

Wheelchair:
Winners - David Proud & Darren Brown
Runners-up - Gordon Perry & Barry Plumb 

Twinning:
Winners - La Pyramide - a ladies’ team from St Christol
Runners-up - Les Miserables de Football - a men’s team from Stilton

Colouring Competition

Pre-school

1
Megan

2
Lilly Ann

3
Kirsty 

Key Stage 1

1
Anya

2
Hannah Vaughan

3
Alex Gawler 

Key Stage 2 

1
Jade Devonshire

2
Laura Seaton

3
Abigail Mould 

Best Buggy

Victoria Warren 

Pre-school Fancy Dress

Tegan Benoit 

Over 4 Fancy Dress

Zavier Benoit 

Walter’s Cake!

4lbs 5¾ozs.

No entrant guessed correctly, but there were three within 1/4 oz, Mrs Margaret Haddock & Mrs Cynthia Woods of Stilton and Mrs George of Whittlesey. Proceeds of £91.50 to the Church Development Fund.

Acknowledgements 

Stilton Community Association brings together a whole host of people to put on this annual event. This year most of the preparation was done by Carol Warren, with support from Olive Main. On the day, thanks must go to:

Compères 
- Warwick Davis & Adam Vickers

Race Control 
- Doug & Pat Maltman

Referees 
- Martin Pearce & Tom Carrington (their debut - but didn't they do well?)

Wheelchair Cheese Rolling 
- Skelhorn family

International Cheese Rolling 
- Stilton & District Twinning Association

Course building, road closure & security 
- Ian Turner, Keith Gipson and the lads who helped them - Matthew & Andrew Warren, Daniel Turner, George Hamilton. 

May Queen 
-  Emily Warren, Kayleigh Scarott, Libby Henson, Jenny Simpson

Maypole 
- Holme and Stilton Schools 

Mummers Play 
- Annie Blair and cast

Molly Dancers 
- Pig Dyke Molly

Café Royale 
- St Mary Magdalene Church

Cambs Constabulary 
- PC Wendy Ellis

St John's Ambulance 
- Kevin Goddard and Maureen Denton

Cleaning up 
- Ian Croll, Ian Bellamy and the team from HDC

'Royal' Transport - Colebrook

Special thanks to the Talbot for hosting the Circus and the evening concert.

Sponsorship

And the following organisations generously provided prizes and other tangible support:

· The Bell Inn

· Charles Wells Brewery

· The Talbot

· Stilton Cheese Makers Association

· Stilton Country Club

· Browns of Stilton

· Barry's lorry

· Colbrook

· Ringway

· Stilton Parish Council

THAT’S ALL FOLKS!

See you all again next year?

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Try to join us for this monthly breakfast get-together.

Sat June 10th

We meet at 8am in the Church Meeting Room.
After eating, we take time to share and to pray, usually finishing around 9am.

(If you are coming, it helps to let us know a couple of days before if possible.)

Ring Richard 240282or Doug 242229

(Advert)

HANGERS ON

Tues 29th June 7:30pm Church Meeting Room

Biennial Cushion Competition

Bring your cushions along so that we can get the entries ready for the flower festival.

(Advert)

Stilton Over 60’s

Tue 20th June

Outing to Melton Mowbray Market

£8 per head

(Advert)

Contacting our Local Police

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU...

Yaxley Office:
1 Queen Street Yaxley PE7 3JE

Call 0845 456 4564 and ask for the Yaxley office:

Ext: 4162:
Yaxley Neighbourhood Policing Team Sgt. Shaun Ryan

Ext: 4171:
Yaxley NPT Community Officers (Voice mail facility)

Stilton and Villages: 

PC Wendy Ellis:


07753 577 502 (mobile)

PCSO Barry Chamberlain:
07921 094 828

Yaxley and Villages: 

PC Sue Walker:


07889 499066

PCSO Gill Goodfellow:

07921 094814

email:- any of the community team using the following example format:wendy.ellis@cambs.pnn.police.uk

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton - Wednesday Worship at Lunchtime

Holy Communion followed by a soup & bread lunch

Every 3rd Wednesday in the month 12:30 - 1:30pm

June 21st
Break the bread of fellowship with us in tranquil surroundings

Beyond the Bounds

Cheese, Louise!

YOU COULDN’T MAKE IT UP!

SCAN’s newshounds are always looking out for interesting and amusing material, but nothing in our wildest imaginings comes close to the latest press release from the Stilton Cheesemakers Association.

EAU NO!

Apparently gastronomes can now satisfy their cravings for their favourite cheese by wearing it - as a perfume. Eau de Stilton is being launched by the SCMA in a bid to encourage people to eat more blue stilton. 

The perfume has been specially blended by Manchester-based ID Aromatics to re-create the earthy and fruity aroma of Blue Stilton cheese in an eminently wearable perfume. Using grape seed as a carrier oil, the Stilton scent features “a symphony of natural base notes including Yarrow, Angelica seed, Clary, Sage and Valerian.” If the perfume proves to be a hit, there are plans to mass-produce it.

Nigel White, from the SCMA, said: "The perfume’s earthy, musky, herby type of smell was not to everyone's taste and there had been a mixed reaction to the perfume.”

Naturally, such an innovative product needs high-profile promotion, so the SCMA has approached television presenter Cat Deeley to be the face of Eau de Stilton. With an array of endorsements already under her belt including national campaigns for hair and beauty products, the SCMA obviously hopes that Cat Deeley will bring a touch of Midlands glamour to Stilton Cheese.

On the other hand, the fragrant Ms Deeley might decide that promoting cheese perfume could be a career-limiting move, so SCAN would love to hear readers’ suggestions for alternative candidates for “The Face of Stilton”, suitable slogans for a campaign, or even suitable theme tunes! (Rhapsody in Blue? You’re So Vein?)
SCENT PACKING

And in case you still think we’re making all this up, here is a picture of the scent bottle:

SCAN is trying to get hold of a sample, so if we succeed we’ll report back!

District News

OUR DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S YEAR END REPORT

First I would like to apologise for not attending Parish Council meetings in the past year. Unfortunately they clash with the O&S (Planning & Finance) meeting and I believe that I can better serve the village by attending these. For the coming year I have asked to be moved to the other O&S Panel and will then be free to attend Parish meetings. 

It has been a very active year, serving on three committees and general Council work. The three committees are: 

Development Control Panel

This is my second year as Chairman of the DCP and I have attended all but one of the 12 regular meetings, plus a number of special meetings mainly on the new Local Development Framework. (LDF). We have just completed the Core Strategy document, (part of the LDF) which has been out for public consultation and has now been deposited with the Inspectorate for assessment and approval. It will come fully into force in the summer of 2007, but because it has been deposited it already carries some weight in our determinations. There are some significant changes to the Policies, particularly for villages such as Stilton and Holme. I will be very happy to discuss these in more detail if you so wish. 

Overview and Scrutiny (Planning and Finance)

We look at all the activities associated with development and finance to ensure that they are carried out in a correct and efficient manner. I chaired a Working Group looking at the Base Budget and Medium Term Plans for the next five years. We identified a number of areas where savings can be made and have been instrumental in measures to keep the long-term rise in Council Tax (by HDC) to a reasonable level. 

Sawtry Leisure Centre Management Committee

We carry out a scrutiny rôle to ensure that expenditure is kept in line with the budget and that the services provided are suitable for the local residents. 

STILTON ISSUES

Skate Park

I have been working for over a year on the provision of leisure facilities for young people and have now reached an important stage with the proposal to build an All Wheeled Facility. We have identified suitable land and have the Parish Council's agreement in principle that it can be used for this purpose. We are now recruiting young people to lead the project on to the next stage.  (See pxx.)

M.U.G.A.

A scheme is being prepared for a Multi-Unit Games Area but so far we have not been able to find suitable land. 

Gala Close

There is a planting scheme for Gala Close, to reduce the incidents of 11 a side football. This is up for funding and at the moment is being looked at by the residents and the Parish Council. As soon as I have approval I will progress the funding application. 

The Future

You all know my phone number. I am always pleased to look at any problems where the District Council can help.

Peter Mitchell

FOSS Way – For Friends of Stilton School

Full House !

GREAT BINGO SUCCESS

Thank you to everyone who supported the recent Bingo Night - it was a great success! Secondly, well done to everyone who contributed to our Jars Stall on Cheese Rolling Day; we raised over £300. 

DON’T MISS THESE!

Forthcoming events for your diaries:

16 June
FOSS Fathers Day Shop (in School) 

16 June
Children’s Picture Sale 3:15- 6pm 

24 June
Summer Fete 12-2pm (See advert!)

8 July
FOSS Family BBQ 

This year FOSS is replacing the current kitchen area used by the children (which has seen better days) with a purpose built kitchen specifically designed for children.  We are also trying to raise enough money to build an outdoor classroom for the benefit of the whole school.  Thank you for your continuing support to FOSS, which ensures that Stilton School has the best possible facilities.

GO ON, GET INVOLVED

Anyone interested in finding out more about FOSS, or getting involved in any future events please contact Maggie Davey on Tel: 242829

Bookworm – Library News
RAW Talent

THREE CLEVER QUIZ WINNERS

The RAW Campaign quiz and display, which was in the library for the whole of April, was very well received. We had three winners of the quiz, Barbara Norris, Heidi Peacock and Patricia Joyce - well done!

We will be organising another quiz on this topic in the autumn so watch out for that. The next group of books in this section are due out in May and they will be on display in the library. 

ONCE UPON A TIME…..

...there was a competition to write a new fairy tale, or to finish an ancient Egyptian tale and win a trip to Egypt and other great prizes. 

To celebrate the re-opening of the Egyptian galleries in the Fitzwilliam Museum and to generate new writing in the region, we invite you to write a new fairy tale or complete a 3000 year old Egyptian tale found unfinished on a fragment of papyrus. Interested? - then come in to Yaxley Library where our display will tell you all you need to know, or go on the website www.writeafairytale.org.uk and let us see if we can find a winner from among our readers.

JOIN IN

Our Adult Reading Group continues to meet on the last Friday of each month at 2:00pm. If you are interested in joining a reading group but would prefer to meet in your home or some other venue during an evening please come in to the library and speak to any member of staff.

FISHERMAN’S TALES

The new circulating collection for Adults is now on display. This time it is Sea Stories. There is a range of titles under this heading so come along and take a look. 

Kath Perry, Library Supervisor

(Advert)

Mobile Library

June 8th & 22nd
3:15-3:45pm Outside The Talbot

Renewals & enquiries:(0845) 045 5225  www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/

(Advert)

Stilton Ladies’ Group

Thur 8th June 7:30pm Church Meeting Room

Mrs Radford & Mr Howe

Animal Trainers

(Advert)

Sewing Tuesdays

Church Meeting Room Tuesdays from 2:30 pm

Bring your own sewing, knitting, crochet - whatever.

Chat and have a cuppa with other enthusiasts.

Here is the ideal opportunity to finish off that project you have had in the cupboard for years!

Very informal.  Just come along, but if you want any further information give Pat Maltman a ring on (01733) 242229.

Rising Stars

OUR MUSIC STUDENTS DO IT AGAIN!

The end of March saw cracking results in the ABRSM music exams in Peterborough. Well done to every student and many thanks go to Margaret Parsons for her support and her piano playing; we can't do it without you!

These are the students who took part, and achieved their goal after months of hard work and determination: 

· Jenny Angus
Grade 4 on the treble recorder

· Grace Cattell
Grade 1 on the descant recorder

· Racheal Graham
Grade 2 on the flute 

· Lorna Grey
Grade 3 on the descant recorder

· Ruth Holt
Grade 3 on the treble recorder

· Lucy Rosbrook
Grade 2 on the descant recorder 

Well done! Onwards and upwards!

Kim Taylor

In Memoriam

MRS MAY SMITH 

May was born in a cottage on the left hand side of the Stilton Bell archway and lived in the village all her life. The family of May, who passed away suddenly in Peterborough District Hospital on 26th April 2006, wish to express their sincere appreciation to family and friends during their recent bereavement, also for the sympathy cards and floral tributes. Also, thank you to all who were able to attend the funeral service at Mary Magdalene Church, Stilton, followed by the Crematorium. We felt that all the funeral arrangements were carried out with complete reverence by Eugene and a special thanks to his son Brian. We would also like to record our appreciation to the staff at Yaxley Group Practice for looking after May for many years. 

We would also like to thank management and staff of both the Bell and Stilton Country Club, for their kindness to May during her social visits. 

With thanks from Noel, Mary, Julie, Alan and families.

Yaxley Group Practice news

Do you buy herbal treatments? 

Do you take herbal treatments such as St John's Wort ( or Echinacea)? If so, are you aware that this can interfere with other drugs prescribed for you? This is especially important with the contraceptive pill and some blood pressure treatments If you buy herbal treatments please let your clinician know if you are prescribed other medicines Dr Daphne Hammersley

2006 Sabbatical

Dr. Daphne Hammersley 

I have now been in YGP for 9 years which seems difficult to believe! As a result it is my turn this year to have a sabbatical. I will be off mid June until mid September and my absence will be covered by Dr Catherine Jones who is well known to some of you as she is currently doing Dr Alison Graham's maternity locum. During my time away I will be doing a course in Cambridge and having a family holiday in Canada not to mention catching up with family and friends. I look forward to seeing everyone again on my return.

Advance booking of appointments 

We would like to clarify the arrangements for booking appointments in the practice as there still seems to be confusion in some quarters. We have 3 main types of appointment slots:

1. Advance bookings

These are opened up 2 weeks ahead for those individuals who can plan their appointments. The numbers of these appointments vary from day to day, being fewer on Mondays when we are much busier. Clearly, these appointments gradually get booked up so it is preferable to book as far in advance as possible, up to the 2 week limit. It is not necessary to ring early in the morning to book these appointments, and it is often preferable to call in the late morning or afternoon when the telephones are less busy.  

2. Bookings on the day

These are available every day and are generally for more urgent problems or for those patients who cannot plan their schedule ahead. These appointments are released on the day and do necessitate calling soon after 8:00am to book the appointment.

3. Telephone appointments

We offer telephone slots with each doctor in each surgery. These can be booked ahead or requested on the day. These appointments are for issues that do not require a face to face consultation.  When we are busy we do open up some additional 5 minute appointments in an effort to see everyone who needs to be seen on a particular day. We are aware that these are quite short appointments but would appreciate it if those who accept a 5 minute appointment try to limit their consultation to the urgent problem.

Dr. Chris Grant 

New Equipment for YGP 

Yaxley Health Centre Patients' Association are delighted to have recently been able to purchase a new piece of equipment called the C.Net2000+ Ambulatory ECG monitor. It is used for the detection and analysis of arrhythmia (irregular heartbeat).  The device has been tested in the UK and endorsed by leading Professors of Cardiology.

The monitor can be fitted instantly on any patient who presents with symptoms of arrhythmia; this is carried out by one of our Practice Nurses and will take around 5-10 minutes. The patient will wear the monitor (which comes in an unobtrusive pouch) for 24 hours while they carry on with their normal daily routine. There is also an event recorder where they can initiate specific times when experiencing symptoms. The patient is asked to return to the practice the following day. The device is removed and the results are reviewed by the GP. By being able to have a report in the surgery only 24 hours after the patient first comes to us with symptoms we will be able to make a decision as to the next step; whether this be referral to the cardiology clinic for further assessment or reassurance. 

In conclusion, we feel that by having this equipment in the practice our patients will not have lengthy waits for hospital appointments; we will be able to reassure patients where necessary, and for those who we feel need to see a consultant we will be able to forward a more informed referral letter, including a full 10 page report if needed, enabling the consultant to judge more accurately the urgency of an out patient appointment.

Community Team

District Nursing Team 

We would like to welcome Ingrid Randall who started with us on 24th April. Ingrid will be taking over from Trish Croke who is taking early retirement from the 22nd May. We wish Ingrid well and hope she enjoys working at YGP.

It's a Boy!

We send our warmest congratulations to Dr. Sara Huntley (Registrar) and her husband Ross on the birth of their first baby. Alexander was born on 7th April. All are doing well.

Diary Dates

Half Day Closing

Wednesday 21st June from 1pm to 5pm. Pharmacy will be open from 2pm.

Carer Support Group

The next meeting of the Carer Support Group will be Wednesday 7th June from 2pm to 4pm in the Health Education Room. 

Age Well Club June

6th June

Mrs Sue Crick

"Ruby Tour of a Green and Pleasant Land" 

13th June
Mr. Tony Hall

Video of our Holiday in Japan 

20th June
Coffee Morning 

27th June
Mr. Brian Sutton 

The Mary Rose - Part 1 

For more details and information please contact Linda in the Patients' Library

Fond Farewell

As you will have read in recent SCANs, Brenda Whaley has, after many years of selfless service, taken an honourable and well-deserved retirement from the Memorial Hall Committee. Here she is pictured at the last Committee meeting being presented with an inscribed plaque and flowers by Phil Shailer to mark Stilton’s appreciation.

Safari So Good

GREAT SUCCESS 

The Safari Supper on the 6th May was a great success and ended up with a live show of local musicians; Tom and Alistair from “The Librarians” and Ian and Andy, a guitar duet. Proceeds of £258 were raised for the Church Development Fund.

(Advert)

Stilton & District Twinning Association

Not fixed your summer holiday yet? 

Why not visit our twin village of St Christol lez Ales? There is so much to see and do.

· Amazing scenery in the hills and gorges of the Cevennes or the plains of the Camargue

· The history of the cities of Nimes, Avignon, Arles, Montpellier

· The world heritage site at the Pont du Gard

· The amazing Norman Foster viaduct at Millau (opened in Dec 2004) and the Tarn Gorges

· The beaches and warm waters of the Mediterranean (about one hour's drive)

· Fantastic wines of the Rhone, Languedoc and Roussillon

· The wonderful hospitality of French families in St Christol

St Christol is 30mins drive NW of Nimes - Easy flights from Stansted to Nimes, or motorway from Calais via Reims and Dijon to within 60 miles of St Christol. 

St Christol families are really keen to host, particularly our young people. 

Contact Chris & Linda on 241376 or Chantal & Paul on 242004 for further details.

Sporting Life – The Winners’ Podium!

Young Guns

STILTON TEAM’S YOUNGSTERS SHOW THEIR TALENTS

First of all apologies for the delay in updating the website, writes Dave Stanbridge. Another house move took up much valuable time and I had to find another email server - what a carry on that was!

EASTER START

At last over Easter I was able to welcome our new signings Josh James and James Sampson at the Girvan 3-day stage race. I hoped to meet our other import, Damo Harris, but by the time I got there our rather jet lagged Aussie had succumbed to the hills on Stage One. 

Both our other youngsters gave their best, James placed 33rd overall with Josh finishing 57th; a long way down but at least he got round in a first class Premier Trophy event. James Sampson followed those efforts with a well merited 3rd place in the midweek Boroughbridge handicap event with Damo just behind and getting some form back.

TOUGH COMPETITION

Over the May Bank Holiday weekend only James Sampson was competing, in the Chas Messenger 3 Day. Unfortunately for James the two strongest teams in the country put in full squads including the remarkable Malcolm Elliott, a past Milk Race winner who duly won. Young James finished 32nd, though only 3 minutes down on Elliott.

The 51st Lincoln GP Premier Trophy race attracted a top-class field of 140 riders including several International squads and three riders representing Stilton.

On a thoroughly miserable day 11 climbs of the 1 in 6 cobbled Michelgate hill saw a tremendous race but lady luck deserted us. 

Damo Harris was sent sprawling on the first lap. He remounted quickly and rejoined the fray only to have a gear cable snap on lap 2 leaving him to get back to the dressing room soaked through.

BARE-BIKE RIDING

Our two youngsters James Sampson and Josh James were both going very well near the front of the race until on lap 6 the saddle pin on Sampson’s bike snapped, leaving him to ride with no saddle! This was a blow for both rider and team as he was looking very strong. Hopefully his new team bike will overcome these problems. Josh James continued the struggle, egged on by his parents who had delayed their return to Vancouver to see him in action. He did not disappoint. Unfortunately with just 5 miles to go he blew but gritted his teeth and finished in 53rd place only 3’25” down on the winner. This was a tremendous performance and bodes well for his representing Canada in the Irish FBD RAS stage race.

PICKING OAKHAM

By the time you read this, we will have contested the second running of the Rutland Melton Classic, starting in Oakham and finishing in Melton Mowbray. This amazing event features some of the worst roads in the country and we were relying on James Cambridge from Oakham to get back from Dominica for his home event.  However, it seems that James can’t get a visa for his new wife even though she has visited the UK over the past three years. I find this an extraordinary affair and frustrating for both rider and team. More so when James was scheduled to make a TV appearance about the race and a local Oakham sponsor has produced a number of T-shirts featuring James. This was going to be our target event this year but we could end up with nothing. I just can’t believe what a carry on this is and don’t know if the British or Dominican authorities are to blame. 

Jimmy Wright should now be back from his service posting and be collecting his new bike from Terry Wright’s shop, ready to help James Sampson, Damo Harris and (hopefully) James Cambridge at Oakham.

TRANSITION

It certainly has been a quiet year for the team so far. We are very much in a transitional period with our younger riders and will have to be very patient and not push them too hard. However, we still have been able to score three wins this season with Cambridge winning two stages of an International event and Sampson winning the hilly Kettering Friendly time trial by quite a margin.

GETTING RICHER

Finally what on earth are Sport England up to with their grant of £30,000 to the richest football team in Britain? They argue that it is for the team's admin staff to get fit. I thought that it was the team that needed to get fit not the admin staff!  Perhaps I should try that approach - our cocker spaniel Barney and I are the Stilton team's admin staff!

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Breakfast

The Bell Sat July 8th 8:30am

“Faith & Football”

With guest speakers from Cambridge United

£5 per ticket

Ring Richard Longfoot 240282or Doug Maltman 242229

Cook with Stilton

SURE BEATS DABBING IT BEHIND YOUR EARS!

For all you old stick-in-the-muds who inexplicably cling to the notion that Stilton cheese is food, not a fashion statement, here’s a simple but filling meal, ideal for eating al fresco on the patio:

Stilton Pizza 

You need:

· A 12-inch pizza base (ready made, or make your own)

· 8 oz spinach

· 6 tbsp tomato puree

· 2 tbsp pesto (if liked)

· 1 red onion, sliced

· 6 oz Stilton cheese

· 2 oz black olives

Pre-heat the oven to 190°C / Gas mark 5. Steam the spinach until just wilted, squeeze out any moisture. Mix the tomato puree with 1 tablespoon of water. Add the pesto. Spread the mixture out over the pizza base. Spread the spinach on top and then scatter on the sliced onion. Sprinkle the Stilton on top and put into the oven for around 25 minutes until the dough has browned and the cheese melted.

Garnish with black olives. Serve immediately with a tomato salad. And preferably a nice Chianti. Why not try experimenting with other toppings such as mushrooms, bacon, or chives?

Event Horizon – What’s on in & around Stilton

Happy Jazz
By popular request, John Haywood
& his Jazz Quintet are back!

Music in the New Orleans / Dixieland style
and a bit of Blues!

Refreshments & a Buffet at the end.

All included!

Stilton Church

Sat 3rd June 7:30-9:30

Box Office tel. 244666 Collect tickets at the door

Adults £8

Under-14’s £1

Hurry! Tickets are limited!

Proceeds to Stilton Church General Fund

(Advert)

Stilton & District Twinning Association

Arras & Agincourt

A weekend in France

Includes:

· All travel

· 2 nights hotel b&b in the centre of Arras

· Saturday night restaurant dinner

· Sunday restaurant lunch

· Visit to Agincourt battlefield & museum

Depart Fri 23 June 16:30, return Sun 26 June evening

£130 per person (based on two sharing)

Deposit  £40. Places limited, so book NOW!

For details, call Linda Walford (01733) 241376

Friends of Stilton School present

FOSS Summer Fete

24th June 12-2pm

Archery !

Barbecue !

Coconut Shy !

Tin Can Alley !

Ferret Walking !

Speedmark Football Skill Game !

Sawtry Leisure Centre Display !

Country Dancing Display !

Nash Karate Display !

Don’t miss it!

Stilton Church Flower Festival

1st & 2nd July

“The Months of the Year”
Stilton Church

View the Church decked out with flowers prepared by many of the organisations from Stilton.

Open Saturday all day and Sunday from noon to 6pm

Cream Teas

Served in the Rectory Garden From 2pm Saturday & Sunday

Stalls & Quiz

Plant Sale, Needlework Display, Children’s Prize Quiz.

Run by Stilton Gardening Club Open from 10am Saturday & 1pm Sunday

Saturday Concert

“Music for All Seasons” followed by light refreshments

7pm Tickets £5 adults, under 14’s £1Tickets from Hi-Lite, Browns of Stilton and The Rectory

Sunday Services
Holy Communion at 11am  Songs of Praise Special at 6pm

This is a Gift Aid Weekend; envelopes will be available
Proceeds to St Mary Magdalene Church Development Fund
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Sawtry Colts

Summer Ball

17th June 2006      19:30 - midnight

Sawtry Community College

Live music with Roy G Hemmings & The Dictionary of Soul

(Roy was originally in The Drifters)

John Robb Disco 

£17.50 per ticket    Smart Dress (No trainers/jeans)

For ticket information please contact: Jimmy/Lisa Goff - 01487 831259 or 07711 136209

(Advert)

The Haven presents

Prize Bingo

Sunday 11th June Stilton Memorial Hall

Raffle
- Super prizes!

Tombola - Win every time!

Starts 1pm  Eyes Down 2pm

All proceeds will go towards trips during the holidays and new play equipment for the club

Come & support us!  We look forward to seeing you!

(Advert)

‘THE KING OF CHEESES’

CELEBRATES ITS HOMECOMING ON FRIDAY 30th JUNE 2006

QUENBY HALL’S STILTON CHEESE RETURNS
TO THE BELL INN AFTER 300 YEARS

JOIN US ALONG THE WAY
DELIVERING STILTON CHEESE
THE TRADITIONAL WAY
