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Cheese- Rolling Day !

BEST EVER PROGRAMME OF ATTRACTIONS!

Stilton Community Association have really pushed the boat out this year for a bumper Cheese-Rolling

SAVED !

MEMORIAL HALL WELCOMES NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SCHOOL REPORT

OFSTED REPORT CONFIRMS QUALITYOF STILTON SCHOOL

CUNNING PLANS

HAVE YOUR SAY ABOUT HUNTS PLANNING

ON TRIAL

THE INSIDE STORY ON MEDICAL TRIALS

LOTS TO DO !

PAGES OF EVENTS FOR ALL AGES AND TASTES

CHEESE-ROLLING
UPDATED PROGRAMME AND ENTRY FORMS IN THIS ISSUE! DON’T MISS THE FUN!

The Parish Pump – Local News:
Saved !

MEMORIAL HALL APPEAL SUCCEEDS

ANSWERED THE CALL

Brenda Whaley's appeal in March SCAN for help in running the Memorial Hall has been answered. Sue Gray, a member of the present Committee, has volunteered to take on the Chairmanship, and more representatives of regular user-groups have come forward to join the Committee. The AGM on April 25 sees the expanded Committee getting together for the first time.

THANK YOU BRENDA 

The Parish Council and the Management Committee want to give a big thank-you to Brenda who has worked so hard in a quiet, unobtrusive way, for 8 years. Fortunately she has agreed to stay as Treasurer for at least one more year. Thanks also to all those Committee members, who enable the Hall to keep running. It is an invaluable village amenity, attractive, warm, adaptable - and reasonably priced!

UPDATE

The Memorial Hall is governed by a Trust Deed drawn up in 1988. This is now outdated as it mentions individuals and organizations who are no longer with us. Stilton Parish Council, in whom the property is vested, have suggested to the Management Committee (responsible for the day-to-day running of the Hall) that we approach the Charity Commission to make changes. Over the next few months, discussions will be taking place to ensure the Hall's governance is organized in the best way.

Playing Field Committee 

Next meeting is on Monday 8th May at 7:30pm in the Church Meeting Room. Anyone who would like to be involved in the development of the field is invited.

New Concessionary Bus Fares Scheme 

New applications have to be made in person. Don't forget to take proof of residency (eg utility bill) evidence of age and a passport sized photograph. The nearest place is Yaxley Information Centre in the Broadway Shopping Centre. Also, Peterborough Town Hall, Peterborough Central Library or Queensgate bus station.

RENEWALS

To renew an existing pass - these are not expected to be available until early June when you should ring 01480 388388 to check availability before going to any of the above offices. You can renew by post to Pathfinder House, Huntingdon PE29 3TN (01480 388167).

Consumer Advice 

STOP THOSE IRRITATING TELEPHONE SALES CALLS... 

Register with The Telephone Preference Service (TPS) to stop such calls. You can  

· phone 0845 070 0707;

· fax 0845 070 0706;

· go to www.tpsonline.org.uk; or

· write to TPS Ltd, DMA House, 70 Margaret Street London W1W 8SS.

However, you will also stop calls from organizations you might want to hear from. And organizations that regard you as a customer can't contact you again unless you have given them permission.

...AND JUNK MAIL

To put a stop to Direct (ie junk) Mail, register with the Mailing Preference Service,

· Freepost 29 Lon20771, London W1E 0ZT

· 0845 703 4599;

· www.mponsline.org.uk

Again it will stop companies and charities you might want to hear from.

GREY BIN DAYS:
Tue  2nd, Mon 15th, Tue  30th May

GARDEN BIN DAYS:
Mon 8th & 22nd May

RECYCLING DAYS:
Sat  6th & Fri 19th May

Please don’t leave rubbish in sacks outside your property before 8:30pm the previous evening.
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St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Try to join us for this monthly breakfast get-together.

Sat May 13th 

We meet at 8am in the Church Meeting Room.

After eating, we take time to share and to pray, usually finishing around 9am.

(If you are coming, it helps to let us know a couple of days before if possible.)

Ring Richard 240282 or Doug 242229
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HANGERS ON

Tues 30th May 7:30pm Church Meeting Room

Summer ideas
(Advert)

Stilton Over 60’s

Wed 3rd May

Outing to Downtown  £8 per head

Wed 17th May Church Meeting Room

BRING & BUY

50/50 with HOSPITAL at HOME
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Contacting our Local Police

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU...

Yaxley Office:
1 Queen Street Yaxley PE7 3JE

Call 0845 456 4564 and ask for the Yaxley office:

Ext: 4162:
Yaxley Neighbourhood Policing Team Sgt. Shaun Ryan

Ext: 4171:
Yaxley NPT Community Officers (Voice mail facility)

Stilton and Villages: 

PC Wendy Ellis:


07753 577 502 (mobile)

PCSO Barry Chamberlain:
07921 094 828

Yaxley and Villages: 

PC Sue Walker:


07889 499066

PCSO Gill Goodfellow:

07921 094814

email:- any of the community team using the following example format:wendy.ellis@cambs.pnn.police.uk
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St Mary Magdalene, Stilton - Wednesday Worship at Lunchtime

Holy Communion followed by a soup & bread lunch

Every 3rd Wednesday in the month 12:30 - 1:30pm

May 17th

Break the bread of fellowship with us in tranquil surroundings

School News

Passing Muster

STILTON SCHOOL’S SUCCESSFUL OFSTED INSPECTION

TEAMWORK

Governors were very pleased to receive their OFSTED report, which confirmed that our school can no longer be described as underachieving. A lot of hard teamwork by Mrs Rendle (the previous head) Miss Baughan (present head) and a committed staff has addressed the issues raised by the previous inspectors. Areas still requiring development had already been identified and plans to address these had been made.

All parents received a copy of the Report and the children were given a letter specifically addressed to them.

BOOK AT BEDTIME

The week after OFSTED's visit the school organized a very successful Book Week with a host of exciting cross-curricular events, including a visit from the book van and  Brian Ogden, a real live (!) author; a music group who worked with the children putting music to well loved folk stories; bedtime stories (with hot chocolate and biscuits) and a day of dressing as book characters. Very positive feedback shows that the enthusiasm and excitement for reading and writing engendered by the programme will last for a long time.

SONG & DANCE

We all look forward to Multi-Cultural week in May which looks especially exciting with visits from dance troupes and music groups, as well as another pre-bedtime adventure, singing songs round the campfire.

TOKEN GESTURE

Sainsbury & Tesco are once again giving away schools vouchers. These are very valuable to our school and have in the past provided extra facilities to benefit all the pupils.

If you don’t have children at school - or anywhere else - don’t just refuse the vouchers or throw them away. Ask a neighbour’s child to take them in, or just call in with them to the School office.

Stilton Culture

It’s Cheese-Rolling Time !

COME AND ENJOY THE ANNUAL MADNESS !

This year, Cheese-Rolling promises to be even more spectacular. There will be more stalls, fairground attractions, and inflatables than ever before, so be sure to be there!

COACHWORK

The May King and Queen will arrive in the magnificent Mailcoach, in the same fashion as 300 years ago when this splendid equipage, with its strong grey horses was a wondrous sight in the village. Driven by John Parker and pulled by Hungarian Grey horses, the coach is painted in the black and scarlet livery of all mail coaches. The number N205 identifies its route as London-Norwich.

NEW TRADITION

After the crowning there will be our traditional May Day entertainments. The children of Stilton and Holme schools have been practising Maypole and country-dances and songs. New this year - but we hope it will become a tradition - the Players at Stilton (who actually come from Folksworth and Holme as well) will perform the Mummers' play “George and the Dragon,” to celebrate the 80th birthday of HM the Queen and St George's Day. If you miss them in the arena they will be performing during the day on the street. (They will be collecting for the Macmillan nurses, so have plenty of change in your pockets!). The ever-popular Pig Dyke Molly dancers in their bizarre black and white costumes and painted faces will also be dancing along the street after they have taken part in the main arena entertainment. 

LORD OF THE RING

New this year, Fred's Flying Circus can be found in the Little Big Top in the Talbot paddock. All day, children (and the not so young) can go along and learn circus skills. At 4:30pm there will be a spectacular show led by Fred Genius himself and his daughter, China. Fred performs the most amazing variety of acts anywhere (including Paris where he was declared European Street Entertainer of the Year) and for anyone (including the Duke of Edinburgh for his birthday). Go look at their excellent website - www.fredsflyingcircus.co.uk

STILTON PARALYMPICS

You could be forgiven for thinking there’s not much new that could happen to the Cheese-Rolling itself, but you’d be wrong! This year, for the first time ever, will see a race between two teams in wheelchairs. Not just another load of nutters trying a new gimmick, but the Phoenix wheelchair basketball team from Peterborough, a bunch of tough competitors who don’t let a little thing like paraplegia stand in their way! Instigated by Stilton resident Matthew Skelhon, this should prove a spectacular event, so come along and cheer them on!

CAFÉ SOCIETY

If you need a sit-down and a cup of tea the Café Royale in the Memorial Hall is the place to go. You can also see the children's colouring competition and the Roman Cheese dish featured in April's SCAN. 

OUR MASTERS OF CEREMONIES 

We are privileged to welcome WARWICK DAVIS once again, no doubt with his Baby-Bel ready to roll! He got into show business at the age of 11 when there was a call for people under 4ft to be in Star Wars Episode 6; Return of the Jedi. He ended up as Wicket the Ewok. He has been in many films and TV shows since then, more recently playing Prof. Filius Flitwick in “Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire” and Marvin the Paranoid Android in “The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy.” Sam, his wife, and Annabelle and Harrison will be with him.

Adam Vickers is our own homegrown Stilton celebrity. Known to the outside world as Leon he gives generously of his talents to the village. Not only does he hold everything together (!) during the day, he then organises the always-popular concert in the evening. He goes to the USA the next day where he has a well-established reputation. He will be playing live gigs and recording.

Hot Pies

Many residents invite friends and relations for Cheese-Rolling day, so if you’re wondering what to feed yours with, here are two mouth-watering traditional dishes that can be prepared in advance to be ready for your guests when they come back with a raging appetite from all the fresh air and fun! 

Huntingdon Fidget Pie 

6oz short pastry for the pie crust 

Filling:
2 onions
1lb cooking apples
1lb back bacon
¼ pint cider

Chop up the ingredients, pile into a pie dish, season, and pour over the cider. Cover with the pastry and glaze with egg or milk. Bake at 220oC mark 7 for 20 minutes then reduce to 180oC/Mark 4 for a further 30 minutes. 

Pears with Stilton 

Halve and core 4 pears and poach lightly. In a food processor whiz together 8oz Stilton cheese, 2oz butter and 125ml port. Pipe this mixture into the pears. Place in an ovenproof dish, pour over 75ml port and bake at 180oC/Mark 5 for 20 minutes.

(Adapted from Stilton Cheese Recipe Book)

Beyond the Bounds

Vox Populi

YOU CAN INFLUENCE PLANNING IN HUNTINGDONSHIRE !

POLICIES PUBLISHED

A new document has been published, showing how development in Hunts is going to be planned until 2021. The first part of this is called the Core Strategy and sets out all the policies which proposed development should follow. Next year, another document will be published putting forward specific pieces of land for new building. 

A second document called the Statement of Community Involvement explains how people can get involved in the planning system.

OPEN TO EVERYONE

Both the Core Strategy and the Statement of Community Involvement were released for consultation on 28th April for six weeks until Friday 9th June. Between these dates, these documents are available for viewing with the Parish Council, local libraries and online at www.huntsdc.gov.uk (under Planning, use the Environment and Planning link.)

LAST CHANCE !

This is the final opportunity for you to make a representation about these documents before being examined by an Inspector, and going forward for formal adoption.

You also need to be aware that the process of making representations has changed, linking to “tests of soundness,” Guidance notes are provided with the documents.

Bookworm – Library News
Baby’s First Words

BOOKS FOR BABIES SCHEME

BOOKSTART

Cambs County Council is expanding a “Books for Babies” scheme, which will make books and reading materials available to every toddler in the county. From April 10th, libraries throughout the county have been distributing free “Bookstart Plus” satchels,  available to every toddler aged between 24-30 months.

CLAIM YOURS NOW!

Each satchel contains two books, a “Numbers are Fun” bedroom frieze, a colouring book and a box of crayons. To collect the gift, parents just need to produce the child's Health Record Book, and their toddler’s date of birth.

Bookstart is funded by the Department for Education and Skills' Sure Start. It also receives sponsorship and support from more than 20 children's publishers and booksellers. 

ENCOURAGE

Cambridgeshire Libraries, The Primary Care Trusts and The Early Years and Childcare Service are working together to bring each of the Bookstart gifts to every eligible child in the county. Through this partnership, every parent/carer should be provided with the opportunity to share books, stories, songs and rhymes with their child and so encourage a curiosity about life and an eagerness to learn.

Special book events are organised in the Libraries for both parents and children and Yaxley Library holds regular story and rhyme times for under-fives. Watch SCAN for details!

ASK FOR INFO

The Bookstart Plus satchel is the second gift to be issued. The first Bookstart Bag for babies from 0-12 months is already widely distributed via Health Visitors, with libraries providing additional access. To find out more just call in at the library, or visit the website at: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library
Pre-School Storytime at Yaxley Library 

Stories - Rhymes- Songs - Activities

From 2:15 - 2:45pm on the following dates 

27th April     11th May  25th May


15th June      29th June  13th July

Parents and Carers please stay with your children.

Rhymetime at Yaxley Library 

Rhymes and stories for babies and toddlers aged 0-2 years

On alternate Fridays 10:30 - 11:00am term time only 

21st April     5th May     19th May

9th June      23rd June

7th July      21st July 

IN THE RAW

Yaxley Library is also taking part in the RAW Campaign for adults. We have a selection of books, magazines and a quiz. Come along and see the display and find out what it’s all about.
Kath Perry, Library Supervisor
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Mobile Library

May 11th & 25th
3:15-3:45pm Outside The Talbot

Renewals & enquiries:(0845) 045 5225  www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/
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Stilton Ladies’ Group

Thur 11th May 7:30pm Church Meeting Room

Jane Clark

Herbal Medicines

(Advert)

Sewing Tuesdays

Church Meeting Room Tuesdays from 2:30 pm

Bring your own sewing, knitting, crochet - whatever.

Chat and have a cuppa with other enthusiasts.

Here is the ideal opportunity to finish off that project you have had in the cupboard for years!

Very informal.  Just come along, but if you want any further information give Pat Maltman a ring on (01733) 242229.

Yaxley Group Practice news

Trials

It is absolutely tragic what happened at Northwick Park Hospital when 6 volunteers for a clinical trial became dangerously ill and it underlines the huge debt that we all owe to those who contribute to medical research. Many research studies take place at the surgery and we have been involved in trials since 1972. They are very different from the kind of study that has hit the headlines recently, but have involved hundreds of patients over the years.

Some of you may wonder why we do this research and why people volunteer. There are many reasons. We believe as a practice that research is essential to the development of new and safer treatments and should be carried out to the highest possible standard by research teams that are well trained and experienced. We have established an excellent team in Helen and Nina and receive very positive feedback from most patients about their trials experience with us. We enjoy the extra time we have to get to know the patients and know they appreciate this as well.  Many other issues are often dealt with during patients study appointments!

We are paid for the costs involved in doing this kind of work, which allows us to invest in the fabric and staff of the surgery to improve other services. The patients gain in various ways. Some seek a more effective solution for their distressing condition as all other available treatments options have failed.  Others get peace of mind from the closer monitoring of their condition and value the access they get to more investigations, some of which are not otherwise freely available. Some are truly altruistic and want simply to contribute to the knowledge that we have of various diseases and their often complex treatments. 

None of our patients get paid to take part, unlike the studies very early in a drug's development which require admission to a hospital unit for very intensive and invasive monitoring. Whatever their motivation we should all be grateful to those who choose to take part.  Without them no drugs would ever be available.

There are risks inherent in the taking of any medication, even a well known one that has been on the market for many years. Every new prescription is in effect a one-person trial as we all may react differently! Of course the more people that have been exposed to a drug the more we know about it and the safer it becomes.

The pharmaceutical industry is the most regulated industry in the world and is designed with patients' safety foremost in its mind.  We know this only too well as we have to comply with the masses of rules and regulations that govern how we conduct our research. All our patients are volunteers and we are constantly grateful to them.  All are fully informed about all potential risks and benefits in great detail. We only accept patients into a study if we feel they are making an informed and free choice and that the study is in their best interests. Thank you to trial patients past, current and - hopefully - future. 

Dr Alison Graham (GP Partner in charge of Research at YGP)

Community Team

District Nursing Team 

I will be taking early retirement on 22nd May and leaving YGP as the District Nursing Sister.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at Yaxley and appreciate all the support I have had from the partners and everyone here.  Yaxley is certainly the best practice I have ever worked in and I honestly believe we provide a quality service for our patients and are constantly reviewing our work to try and improve patient care.

I would like to welcome Ingrid Randall to the team as the new DN sister.  I have known Ingrid for several years and I know she will do her utmost to move the team forward and continue with the quality care and high standards for our patients and support her colleagues.  A big thank you to Hilary and all the team for all their hard work, enthusiasm, professionalism, support and kindness to the patients and myself. Towards the end of June I will be returning to work  part-time in my role as Community Matron, supporting the over-65's who have complex long term conditions.  Yaxley will be one of my practices that I work with so I shall be around. Thank you to everyone I have worked with at Yaxley 

Trish Croke

Maternity Leave 

District Nurse Karen Price goes on maternity leave from the 5th May. Karen will be away for approximately one year and then will return to us part time. We wish her well 

It's a Girl !

Many congratulations to Sue Watson (District Nurse) and her husband Hugh on the birth of their first baby. Hannah Elizabeth was born on 20th March and weighed 7lb 9oz. Mum, Baby and Dad are all doing well. 

VAT Regulations

Government Policy

Due to change in Government policy we regret that we must now additionally charge VAT for certain services from Yaxley Group Practice, from 1st April 2006. This will apply to Travel Vaccinations, Insurance Medical Examinations, and Professional Driving Examinations (HGV, PSV). We regret the need to make these charges, but our new prices for these services are now available at our Reception.
Dr. Phil Hartropp

Diary Dates 

Half Day Closing

Wednesday 17th May from 1pm to 5pm. Pharmacy will be open from 2pm. 

Bank Holiday Closures 

The surgery will be closed on May Day Holiday, 1st May and Spring Holiday 29th May. Orders for necessary repeat prescriptions should be left as early as possible in advance. The practice and pharmacy will be open on Saturdays 29th April & 27th May for emergencies only. 

Age Well Club

May Diary

2nd May
No meeting 

9th May
Barry Diggle "Lavender Growing" History of Norfolk Lavender 

16th May
Craig Linton (Fundraising Manager from Thorpe Hall) what they do at Thorpe Hall and how they fund-raise 

23rd May
Kevin Harrison "History of Wimbledon Lawn Tennis" 

30th May
No meeting 

For more details and information please contact Linda in the Patients' Library.

Carer Support Group

The next meeting of the Carer Support Group will be Wednesday 3rd May from 2pm to 4pm in the Health Education Room.

(Advert)

Stilton & District Twinning Association

Not fixed your summer holiday yet? 

Why not visit our twin village of St Christol lez Ales? There is so much to see and do.

· Amazing scenery in the hills and gorges of the Cevennes or the plains of the Camargue

· The history of the cities of Nimes, Avignon, Arles, Montpellier

· The world heritage site at the Pont du Gard

· The amazing Norman Foster viaduct at Millau (opened in Dec 2004) and the Tarn Gorges

· The beaches and warm waters of the Mediterranean (about one hour's drive)

· Fantastic wines of the Rhone, Languedoc and Roussillon

· The wonderful hospitality of French families in St Christol

St Christol is 30mins drive NW of Nimes - Easy flights from Stansted to Nimes, or motorway from Calais via Reims and Dijon to within 60 miles of St Christol. 

St Christol families are really keen to host, particularly our young people. 

Contact Chris & Linda on 241376 or Chantal & Paul on 242004 for further details.

Sporting Life – The Winners’ Podium!

Reservoir Slogs

STILTON RT’s NEW BOYS PUT TO THE TEST

It was a baptism of fire for our two youngsters Josh James and James Sampson in the 140km Tour of the Reservoir at Edmundbyers in Co Durham - the first Premier Trophy race of the season 

On a cold and very blustery day, the usual suspects dominated the racing and our two riders took a pounding. But all credit to them that they both finished, with Sampson placed 37th and James finishing 44th though he was some 11 minutes down on his team mate. I think it was an eye opener for our Canadian import who is now off to France for some races prior to riding the Archer International in April.

James Cambridge will be back in the UK in April as should Australian Damo Harris, though since the recent storms crippled his native Queensland we haven’t heard from him!

NEW BOOK

Finally the team's acclaimed booklet has now been updated and reprinted by T2 and is available free. Just contact me via the team website on www.stiltonracing.co.uk. It gives a "potted" history of the team and our riders over the years and makes us quite unique as I have not seen anything approaching it even from the professional teams.

Dave Stanbridge, Team Manager
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Stilton Gardening Club

Tue 16th May 7:30 Church Meeting Room

Pat Maltman

  ...and daisies

£1 to include light refreshments

Event Horizon – What’s on in & around Stilton
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Folksworth Village Hall

BINGO

Friday 5th May     Eyes Down 7:30pm

Entrance £5.50 - for 6 games, raffle and refreshments

Food and drink prizes
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St Mary Magdalene Church Development Fund

Safari Supper
6th May 2006

Proceeds to the church fabric

For details or reservations call

Peter or Mary Newman (01733) 241815
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Stilton & District Twinning Association

Arras & Agincourt

A weekend in France

Includes:

· All travel

· 2 nights hotel b&b in the centre of Arras

· Saturday night restaurant dinner

· Sunday restaurant lunch

· Visit to Agincourt battlefield & museum

Depart Fri 23 June 16:30, return Sun 26 June evening

£130 per person (based on two sharing)

Deposit  £40. Places limited, so book NOW!

For details, call Linda Walford (01733) 241376
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Middle Nene Archaeology Group

Coach Trip to York

SATURDAY MAY 6th

To include timed admission to the Yorkshire Museum’s international exhibition commemorating the 1700th anniversary of the proclamation in York of the Emperor Constantine the Great.
This exhibition brings together over 270 exhibits from all over the Roman world.

The group is booked in at 11am and will be met by the Curator of the exhibition.

You will be welcome whether you want to go to the exhibition,
- or just fancy a day out in York!

Depart Stilton 7:30am, leave York at 5pm

Coach: about £15 (children £10) Exhibition admission £4.50 (£3.50 concessions)

£10 deposit payable to Middle Nene Archaeological Group

To book, please contact Olive Main, 8 Caldecote Road, 241206

Stilton Church Flower Festival

1st & 2nd July

Flower Festival Concert
1st July

An invitation to anyone who would like to take part, singing, playing an instrument
- any age, any ability.

Come to the Church Meeting Roomon Sat May 20th at 2pm

Enquiries to Kate Osborne (244171)

