SCAN text March 2006

Front Cover:

Save Our Hall!

WILLING HANDS NEEDED TO KEEP VILLAGE HALL OPEN

It might not be great architecture, but Memorial Hall is a vital village facility and a living tribute to our fallen. Don’t let it close! If you’ve ever used it, why not give a couple of hours a month to help others enjoy it?

GOOD NEWS, YOUNGSTERS - SCOUT GROUP RE-FORMS & BMX PARK PROGRESS

ZORKA STAYS - THE BATTLE FORJUSTICE FINALLY WON

RISING DAMP - ALMSHOUSE TRUSTEES HAVE THEIR WORK CUT OUT

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - HAVE A SPRING CLEAN!

DOG LEADS - ADVICE FROM THE COUNCIL DOG WARDEN

The Parish Pump – Local News:
Road Safety Issues

PARISH COUNCIL PRESSES FOR ACTION

Stilton Parish Council’s post bag is most often filled with road safety issues - inconsiderate parking, worn road surfaces and speeding are regular complaints. We pass on your comments to the relevant authority; County, District, or even the mighty Highways Agency itself! It often takes ages to get a reply, and it can be years before anything is done. Here are a few of the current issues:

DOUBLE YELLOW LINES

in the village centre. When these were repainted some illegality crept in. This will be rectified, but it doesn't mean you can park there at the moment. It’s still an offence, so be warned.

SPEEDING DOWN CALDECOTE ROAD 

Ideally we would like a flashing 30mph sign, but the bend in the road makes this a difficult site. 30mph roundels on the road surface would be a help.

PARKING IN CHURCH CLOSE 

It can be difficult for buses and emergency vehicles, not to mention the dustcart, to get round the corner. The Parish Council is requesting that a parking bay for residents be provided. 

PARKING ON GRASS VERGES 

This is a particular problem on North Street where parked vehicles are destroying the grass verges. 

TREATING ICY ROADS 

The bad weather over Christmas was responsible for a number of accidents on the village's estate roads. The following reply was received from Cambs County Council by a resident who was the victim of an accident on North St when another car slid out of Mill Road.

“With over 2700 miles of roads in Cambridgeshire it would be difficult to treat every stretch. We have an agreed network of roads that we do treat as a matter of course which works out at about 42% of the total mileage(High Street Stilton is included), which is more than most of our neighbouring Counties. Priority is given to maintaining safe driving conditions on this agreed network which will normally include all busy roads being:

· roads which carry the heaviest early morning traffic

· roads linking centres of population,

· B roads

· roads that link our salted routes to those of adjoining counties

and we also try to make sure that all road users live within a reasonable distance of a salted route. During snow conditions every effort is made to try to maintain at least one access road to each community in a usable condition. Side roads and residential streets are not treated, as we try to maintain the above network.”

Richard Kingston, Divisional Maintenance Engineer

Stilton Memorial Hall 

On the opposite page there is an appeal for help in running the Hall. Unless a viable Committee can be found the Hall will have to close. Stilton Parish Council, as Trustees, are calling a meeting of all users in the hope of averting the crisis.

Anyone with 2 or 3 hours a month spare who also feels the Hall is an essential part of village life, please answer this call for help.

Meeting - in the Hall 7:45pm on Tue March 28th
Special Rubbish Collections 

· Wed-Fri April 26-28

· Wed-Fri July 26-28

· Wed-Fri Nov 22-24

GREY BIN DAYS:
Mon 6th & 20th Mar

GARDEN BIN DAYS:
Mon 13th & 27th Mar

RECYCLING DAYS:
Fri 10th & 24th Mar

Stilton Cheese Rolling

Bank Holiday Monday May 1st

Let's do the Time Walk! We welcome back the stagecoach, which will bring the May King and Queen and their retinue into the village.

Calling all Year 5's & 6's

Would you like to ride in state into Stilton and be crowned King or Queen for the day? If you live in Stilton, Holme or Folksworth or go to school in one of those villages you are invited to apply. Contact Emily on 242389 before March 31st.

Book Now!

To book a stall, call Carol 242389

To enter a team, call Olive 241206(male, female £5 per team,junior 10-15 years free)Entry forms in this issue!

Neighbourhood Policing Team 

P.C. Wendy Ellis was pleased to report that there has been little crime in Stilton over the past two months, but there is still some anti-social behaviour that is more than youthful “messing about.” Please go on reporting any serious incidents - such as playing around with fireworks, playing football across the main road or damaging property in the village centre.

P.C.Ellis has tried holding “surgeries” using the mobile police station parked in the village, but neither here nor in Folksworth did she have any customers! The Parish Council is suggesting that more publicity is given, and she tries again. Does it however mean we have no policing issues?

In Memoriam

Ecqwyn Smith

Mrs Ecqwyn Smith, formerly of 29 North Street Stilton, died on Monday 6th February, aged 88, in a nursing home in Seaford.

She had been ill after a fall in November and spent seven weeks in hospital before going into a nursing home.

Villagers will remember her and my late father as Mr & Mrs Smithy.

Margaret Chitty (daughter)

(Advert)

Wanted !

URGENTLY REQUIRED FOR STILTON MEMORIAL HALL

Chairman & Secretary

Brenda Whaley has for almost 8 years filled both positions AND Treasurer, but does not feel able to carry on, although she will continue as Treasurer for one more year.

The Hall is used every day, all year round. Don’t let it die through lack of support!

If you’ve enjoyed the use of this vital village asset, why not help others to enjoy it too? The Committee will be grateful for your help. To find out more, call Brenda on 240636.

Next Committee meeting will be the AGM on Tuesday 25th April at 7:45pm in the Hall.
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St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Try to join us for this monthly breakfast get-together.

Sat March 11th

We meet at 8am in the Church Meeting Room.

After eating, we take time to share and to pray, usually finishing around 9am.

(If you are coming, it helps to let us know a couple of days before if possible.)

Ring Richard 240282 or Doug 242229

(Advert)

HANGERS ON

Tues 28th Mar 7:30pm
Church Meeting Room

Easter Projects
(Advert)

Contacting our Local Police

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU...

Yaxley Office:
1 Queen Street Yaxley PE7 3JE

Call 0845 456 4564 and ask for the Yaxley office:

Ext: 4162:
Yaxley Neighbourhood Policing Team Sgt. Shaun Ryan

Ext: 4171:
Yaxley NPT Community Officers (Voice mail facility)

Stilton and Villages: 

PC Wendy Ellis:


07753 577 502 (mobile)

PCSO Barry Chamberlain:
07921 094 828

Yaxley and Villages: 

PC Sue Walker:


07889 499066

PCSO Gill Goodfellow:

07921 094814

email:- any of the community team using the following example format:wendy.ellis@cambs.pnn.police.uk

(Advert)

‘Contact’

Worship together in our parishes

Opportunities for sharing themes and visiting speakers, as well as sharing together our worship gifts. As we have a variety of tastes there will be a variety of styles and formats, with the services at Stilton usually giving us a chance to share together in Holy Communion. [image: image1.png]Mar 5th Stilton April 30th Haddon




Also in term time there will be Sunday Adventurers. Come and join us - invite a friend!
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St Mary Magdalene, Stilton - Wednesday Worship at Lunchtime

Holy Communion followed by a soup & bread lunch

Every 3rd Wednesday in the month 12:30 - 1:30pm

March 15th

Break the bread of fellowship with us in tranquil surroundings

Rising Damp

MRS WORTHINGTON'S ALMSHOUSES GET MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS

SHELTER

The Almshouses at the bottom of Fen Street were built in 1863 to give shelter to 6 elderly people or couples from Stilton who needed accommodation. Each cottage comprised an entrance porch straight into a single bedsitting room, with a small scullery behind.

REFURBISHED

After the 2nd World War the then Trustees took out a mortgage and converted the terrace into 3 cottages, so that all now have a living room, bedroom, bathroom and kitchen. Over the years the cottages have been re-roofed, fitted with immersion heaters and storage heaters and kept in good repair. In recent years the electrical systems have been fully overhauled and the windows and doors double-glazed. Two years ago one cottage became vacant and was fully refurbished with a modern kitchen, up-to-date storage heaters and an en suite bathroom. At the same time, after consultation with the Rent Review Officer, the annual maintenance charge (the equivalent of rent) was increased to reflect the modernization of the properties.

OPPORTUNITY

Two more became vacant in 2005, giving the Trustees the opportunity to refurbish fully. It was, therefore, very disappointing to find that the properties were suffering from serious damp. Why this had happened now after 130 years is anyone's guess; perhaps building work in the vicinity, double glazing and modern insulation, or just the fact that the Victorians didn't provide much in the way of foundations or damp courses! Whatever the cause, intensive structural investigations were carried out, contracts awarded and work begun in early February. The total cost will be in excess of £100,000 and will be partly financed from a loan, secured on the property, from the Charity Aids Foundation. 

TEAM EFFORT

Raising the money has taken much work by Mike Nickolay and Doug Maltman, who have to be sure that the loan could be repaid, at the same time as financing the annual running costs and building a contingency fund to safeguard the property for years to come. Liam McGivern has liaised with the architect and given freely of his professional expertise in construction. Yvonne Warner has been the link with the National Association of Almshouses who have been advising on the project. The Trustees' solicitors since 1863, Hunnybun and Sons, in the person of Paul Rogers, have given legal advice when needed.

COMPLICATED PROJECT

This has been a lengthy and complicated project and many avenues have been explored. For example, it had been suggested that one cottage be adapted for the use of a physically disabled resident, but expert medical advice ruled against that; the properties are not big enough to accommodate special equipment, carers and free passage of a wheelchair. In the end, it was decided to provide what Mrs Worthington wanted back in 1863; comfortable and attractive accommodation for people over 60 who had at least 5 years personal or family association with Stilton, at a fair, but economic rent. The Trustees hope that when all is finished, the present Almsman will move back into his own home and the other two will be occupied by senior citizens who are both eligible and at the top of the waiting list.

PUT YOUR NAME DOWN!

Any person who might be interested in becoming an “Almsperson” and who meets the eligibility criteria should contact Yvonne Warner, The Old School, Church Street, Stilton (245920).

Beyond the Bounds

Doggie Do’s & Don’ts

ADVICE FROM HUNTS DC’s DOG WARDEN SERVICE

HDC’s Dog Warden service promotes responsible dog ownership and aims to minimise nuisance or damage caused by uncontrolled dogs. 

A well cared for, properly trained dog can provide pleasure and companionship. But in return comes the responsibility to care for your pet. Unfortunately, some owners are irresponsible and allow their pets to foul public places, cause noise nuisance, or pose a danger to other people.

As a dog owner, you MUST ensure that:

· Your dog does not stray

· Your dog wears an identity collar at all times in public places

· Your dog is kept on a lead on all designated roads adjacent to public highways in towns and most villages

· Your dog does not cause a statutory noise nuisance

· Your dog is under control and is not a danger to others

· You remove dog faeces from any public place.

To help make our environment safe and clean to live in, The Local Authority will: 

· Carry out regular inspections of boarding kennels and catteries, breeding kennels and pet shops, for the purpose of licensing.

· Promote responsible dog ownership.

· Offer advice on behavioural problems of pets.

· Promote the Kennel Club Good Citizen Dog Scheme and local dog training clubs.

· Provide school campaigns to promote responsible pet ownership.

· Re-unite lost dogs with their owners where possible.

· Assist in re-homing unwanted dogs.

· Offer free poop scoops to the public at various outlets.

· Offer free A to Z Fido Facts booklets 

· If necessary, The Local Authority may: 

· Withhold licenses from boarding and breeding establishments and pet shops which fail to comply with licensing conditions

· Seize and impound stray dogs resulting in detention and kennelling fees.

· Serve notice on owners for nuisance arising from noise or smell.

· Prosecute owners who:

· - Fail to clear up when a dog has fouled in a public place

· - Let dogs off lead in designated roads

· - Let dogs cause noise nuisance

· - Do not have collar and ID tags on dogs

· - Allow dogs to be dangerous 

COMPLAINTS

The Local Authority will investigate complaints about: 

· Boarding and breeding establishments and pet shops

· Noise, smells or other environmental problems arising from the keeping of animals

· Dog fouling or straying

· Dogs being out of control or dangerous 

(Fines can be as high as £5000)

STRAY DOGS

If you find a stray dog and have the animal contained you should contact the Dog Warden Service on (01480) 388302 during office hours, (Mon-Thur 9:00-17:00, and Fri 9:00-16:30.)  Outside of these hours, or at weekends and Bank Holidays, dogs should either be taken to Wood Green Animal Shelter (01480) 830014 (open 8:30-16.00, seven days a week) or to the nearest Police Station.

LOST DOGS

Lost dogs can be reported to the Dog Warden Service, Wood Green Animal Shelter or your local Police Station.

HERE TO HELP

If you want to discuss any animal-related issue with HDC, you should contact:

Val Trusty, Animal Welfare Officer, Environmental Health Services, Pathfinder House, St Mary’s Street, Huntingdon PE29 3TN or telephone (01480) 388298

DOGGIE DOWNLOAD

For those of you with internet access, there is a very informative booklet about dog ownership which can be downloaded from the HDC website. Just go to: www.huntsdc.gov.uk and enter Fido in the search box!
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Mobile Library

March 2nd, 16th & 30th
3:15-3:45pm Outside The Talbot

Renewals & enquiries:(0845) 045 5225  www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/
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Stilton Ladies’ Group

Thur 9th Mar 7:30pm Church Meeting Room

Promising Playful Pupils

A musical evening under the direction of Margaret Parsons

(Advert)

Sewing Tuesdays

Church Meeting Room Tuesdays from 2:30 pm

Bring your own sewing, knitting, crochet - whatever.

Chat and have a cuppa with other enthusiasts.

Here is the ideal opportunity to finish off that project you have had in the cupboard for years!

Very informal.  Just come along, but if you want any further information give Pat Maltman a ring on (01733) 242229.

Yaxley Group Practice news

Staff Changes 

We would like to welcome Pam Heslop, Community Nursery Nurse who will be with us one day a week until September to cover Bonnie Koffman's maternity leave. We welcome Pam and hope she enjoys her time at YGP.

New Registrar

We would like to welcome Dr. Angela Carruthers who joined us on 9th February and will be with us for 6 months. We hope she enjoys her time at YGP. 

Dr Darina Padmore left us on 7th February after being with us for 6 months; she is going to be working at Edith Cavell and Peterborough District Hospital for the next 6 months. We wish her well. 

Trials 

We are currently doing research in the following areas:

· Stress Incontinence

· Asthma

 If anyone would like more details please contact Helen Pinder or Nina Constantine on (01733) 244601 / 240478 

Dr. Alison Graham 

Hospital Transport Changes 

Recent changes have been made to the way in which we have to book our patients’ requests for hospital transport. East Anglian transport has now provided us with a questionnaire for each request we get. This has several medical questions that our receptionists will have to ask you for your request to be processed.

The new procedure is unfortunately time consuming so we therefore have to ask patients ringing in with such requests to call between the hours of 5pm and 6pm. This is to leave our telephone lines free at the busy times of the day when patients are trying to get through to book appointments etc… 

Other changes to the transport are:

· You can only book this service if you have a serious medical condition that stops you using public transport or will be receiving treatment that will incur side effects. Unfortunately you will not qualify automatically because you are elderly.

· The conditions of taking an escort have also been altered and the only reasons this will be allowed are:

· If you are under 16

· You have a learning difficulty

· You are blind

· You need specialised staff for your clinical care

· You have dementia

· The following reasons do not apply:

· If you would like a relative to go with you

· You suffer with mobility problems 

Our reception team will be happy to help you with your request, whether by phone or in person. Please remember these rules have not been implemented by Yaxley Group Practice. 

Clare Leaton - Patient Services Manager 

It's a Boy!

We send our warmest congratulations to the following: 

Kathryn Lilley (receptionist) and her husband Matt on the birth of their son Lewis James who was born on Tuesday 31st January and weighed 10lb 6oz. A welcome little brother for Mia. 

And to: 

Bonnie Koffman (Community health and development nurse) and her husband Billy on the birth of their son Ashton who was born on 7th February and weighed 7lb 14oz, a little brother for Logan and Mason. 

Diary Dates 

Half Day Closing 

Wednesday 15th March from 1 - 5pm. Pharmacy will be open from 2pm. Emergency Telephone: (01733) 240478 

Carer Support Group 

The next meeting of the Carer Support Group will be Wednesday 8th March from 2pm to 4pm in the Health Education Room. 

Age Well Club

MARCH MEETINGS

7th March
Kevin James

(Huntingdonshire Fire
 Safety Officer)

Fire safety in the home. 

14th March
John Cheetham
"Deaf Aware" 

21st March
Joan Walton

"Church Misericords" 

28th March
The Olde Mill, Upwell for Lunch, followed by entertainment from Trudi 

For more details and information please contact Linda in the Patients' Library

Stilton Culture

On the Road Again...

THE GREAT NORTH ROAD IN LITERATURE by Rick Landy

At one place they had to slow down a little, and then Oakroyd read the words painted in large black letters on a whitewashed wall. THE GREAT NORTH ROAD. They were actually going down the Great North Road. He could have shouted. He didn't care what happened after this. He could hear himself telling somebody - Lily it ought to be - all about it. “Middle o' t'night,” he was saying, “we got on to t' Great North Road.” Here was another town, and the road was cutting through it like a knife through cheese.

J.B. Priestley The Good Companions 1929
MAKING HASTE SLOWLY

2006 marks the 300th anniversary of the commencement of the York stage-coach, on the 12th of April 1706. Setting out from the Black Swan in Holborn to the Black Swan in York, the coach took four days to cover the 200 miles in a slow but far from leisurely journey. The stop at Stilton would have come as as a welcome respite for the weary travellers.

“A dreamy village, this.” you'd say,
and so it is for most of the day.
But when a coach comes rolling in,
it leaps to hustle, bustle, din;
Dogs bark and tiny children shout,
from every door a head’s thrust out.
The pigeons coo upon the roofs,
and cobbles ring with iron hoofs;
and servants hurry to and fro,
attending those who come and go.

And ostlers thin and ostlers stout,
all here and there and round about,
emerging from dark stable doors,
chewing the inevitable straws,
run steaming horses to unyoke;
while coachmen fat look on and joke
over their mugs of home brewed ale,
nut-brown or amber, dark or pale.

Then ostlers stout and ostlers thin
put fresh and gleaming horses in.
And after half an hour or so
the coach is filled, agog to go,
with farmer Jones in milk-white smock,
his wife decked out in hooped-up frock;
A bishop bound for Lincoln town;
A wench in “Dolly Varden” Gown.
The guard, as to the manner born,
makes music on his silver horn,
while the two leaders feel the rein
and the Wheelers to their collars strain.
The coachman catches up his lash,
Away the restive horses dash,
rattling along the Great North Road,
oblivious to their human load.

K.D.Knowles
Youth Movement

EXCITING PROGRESS ON FACILITIES FOR LOCAL YOUNGSTERS

BMX SITE PROGRESS

After the meeting in December, a group of youth leaders and Councillors met to move things on. Stilton Parish Council has identified an area of the new playing field which could accommodate a wheeled play area (for BMX & skate boarding.)

Several families have already indicated their willingness to be involved in planning, raising funds and seeing the project through.

Everyone who would like to be involved - adults and young people - please contact Peter Mitchell (244666)

SCOUT GROUP RE-OPENS

We are pleased to announce that the Scout Section has re-opened. The group meets on Mondays, 7:40 - 9 or 9:15pm.

All young people aged 10½ - 14 are invited. For more details, contact David Ellerd-Cheers on (01487) 830303.
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Stilton & District Twinning Association

Not fixed your summer holiday yet? 

Why not visit our twin village of St Christol lez Ales? There is so much to see and do.

· Amazing scenery in the hills and gorges of the Cevennes or the plains of the Camargue

· The history of the cities of Nimes, Avignon, Arles, Montpellier

· The world heritage site at the Pont du Gard

· The amazing Norman Foster viaduct at Millau (opened in Dec 2004) and the Tarn Gorges

· The beaches and warm waters of the Mediterranean (about one hour's drive)

· Fantastic wines of the Rhone, Languedoc and Roussillon

· The wonderful hospitality of  French families in St Christol

St Christol is 30mins drive NW of Nimes - Easy flights from Stansted to Nimes, or motorway from Calais via Reims and Dijon to within 60 miles of St Christol. 

St Christol families are really keen to host, particularly our young people. 

Contact Chris & Linda on 241376 or Chantal & Paul on 242004 for further details.

Sporting Life – The Winners’ Podium!

Renault in Pole Position

VISITING RUNNER SHATTERS COURSE RECORD

I start with an apology, writes Gary Thurgood, having missed last month, due to PC problems.  This could not have happened at a worse time; just before the Folksworth 15-mile road race, thus preventing me sending out final details to race marshals etc.  How we struggle without email and the internet these days!  As a result of this I may well be the last person in 2006 to wish all readers Happy New Year!

RECORD SHATTERED

I am very pleased to report that the Folksworth 15 was again a huge success. The weather was very kind to us and the course record was shattered.  There were, as always, a few glitches including a problem with the car clock, so thanks to Dawn for “pulling out the stops.”  Three team-mates from Long Eaton RC filled the rostrum, winner Neil Renault's time of 1:19:59 knocking 90 seconds off the course record.

MARATHON EFFORTS

Also very much worth a mention is father and son team, Mick & Phil “the marathon lads” Curry. Pushing wheelchair-bound Phil, Mick has become a familiar sight at road races throughout the UK.  Since they started competing together in 2002 they have finished over 200 half- and full marathons! 

Many thanks to all who supported this year’s race including Sharman Quinney, Advance Performance, Mrs Brenda Callow and family, all marshals and a certain Cllr. Alison Brown spotted on the Village water station.

CAKE ON THE ICING

Since my last report there have been three Frostbite races including the League’s Centenary race at Swavesey in December.  Runners were treated to a slice of cake after the event in celebration of reaching this milestone.  Sadly, due to injury and other commitments, we have failed to break our club’s 28-member attendance record, so fingers crossed for 5th March.

STUNNING

Solid performances have allowed the senior team to retain 14th overall, but our “star turn” Richard Pawlak has been stunning, continuing to dominate the Junior league winning all five races.  These performances have often been the day after a school, regional, or national level cross-country race at which he has also been the winner. 

The Frostbite Presentation evening will take place at the Deaf Blind HQ in Hampton, hosted by Yaxley Runners.  The evening will include a raffle, buffet, disco, live band and the presentation of a trophy to each club's runner of the series and the trophy to the league winners.  With one event remaining Cambridge & Coleridge AC and Ely Runners are equal first. 

Anyone new to the area, or to running, or currently training for the London Marathon, is invited to join us at Hampton Hargate Sports Facility every Monday at 6:30 pm. Visit www.yaxleyrunners.org.uk for full information, or call Gary on (01733) 810033.

Struggling on

STILTON RACE TEAM BATTLES TO START THE SEASON

We are still struggling to fill our team roster, the root cause being a lack of finance to offset our operating costs – riders’ travelling costs etc. We are able to supply excellent technical equipment free and first class back up with fully equipped service car.

DECLINED

Several riders have declined offers of a place, whilst other names disappeared when my email service crashed and regretfully nobody chased me back. This is somewhat depressing and makes me wonder why I bother.

LOW-KEY START

Of the current roster, Anthony Spencer is recovering from a recent knee operation and will make a steady start to the season using low-key events to get racing fit. Our Canadian and Australian duo of Josh James and Damo Harris will debut in the Girvan 3 Day stage race in Scotland over Easter, but only as individual entries as I cannot field a four-man squad over Easter.

Just to add insult to injury, Jimmy Wright is being posted to Afghanistan in March for an 8-week tour of duty! By signing a serving soldier I knew I was taking a risk, but wrongly assumed that because he had already done a tour in Iraq last year he would be exempt this year from overseas postings. Wrong! It’s looking more and more that our season will start properly in April instead of March. At least Jimmy will make his debut earlier than the rest as he rides the season opener - The Perfs Pedal Race in Hampshire on Feb 12th.

FRUSTRATION

The other frustration that these problems cause is of course I can not confirm race helmet and other equipment sizes to our sponsor Specialized, so we won’t have all our proper race kit when we would have liked.

Finally if you know of any riders looking for a place, contact me via the team website on www.stiltonracing.co.uk

Dave Stanbridge, Team Manager

Stilton Mailcoach

At Last !

ZORKA FINALLY WINS HER IMMIGRATION APPEAL

Readers who patronise Browns will know Zorka Djukic, the friendly and helpful lady who regularly serves behind the meat counter.

Many will also be aware that Zorka has for many years been struggling to persuade the Home Office to allow her indefinite leave to stay in Britain. Happily, her efforts, and those of many fighting on her behalf, have now borne fruit. Zorka has written to SCAN to express her gratitude to her many local supporters:

“When Browns moved to Stilton three years ago I was honoured that they took me as well. Day by day I realised that the many familiar faces are actually people from Stilton and the surrounding villages. Friendly people recognised my struggle along the path to freedom and helped me with huge support which I will never forget.

“Appreciating their generosity, I can say once more a huge thankyou from the bottom of my heart for all their support through the last five very hard years of fighting for justice.

God bless you all.

“With love from Zorka Djukic and family”
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Stilton Gardening Club

Tue 21st Mar 7:30 Church Meeting Room

Sue Stephenson (Puddle Paddock)

Pond and bog garden plants

£1 to include light refreshments

Stilton Playgroup   News from the Fun Factory!

Thanks, Stilton !

VILLAGERS SHOW THEIR SUPPORT

XMAS FÊTE SUCCESS

The Playgroup staff and committee send out a big thank you to all those who contributed. Local businesses for helping with prizes; parents for helping out, and Rob for being Santa. We raised nearly £1000. 

MENDING FENCES

Thank you to Groves Building Services for fixing the fence at Playgroup. (It was damaged by a car before Christmas.) 

RACE NIGHT 

Playgroup will be holding a race night in the near future. Details of venue and date to follow. 

CHOCOHOLICS PARTY

A Chocoholics Party has been organised for the 14th March. Details to follow.

PLAYGROUP REGISTRATION

If you have a child who you would like to join Stilton Playgroup, please telephone Jane (Playgroup Supervisor) (0773 218 1896).  Places are still available. Children must be aged at least 2 years 9 months before they can start Playgroup.  The pre-school group is held in the mornings, with the afternoon sessions being dedicated to the younger children.  

The playgroup has an excellent Ofsted report, friendly staff, promotes learning through play, healthy eating, and is affiliated with Stilton junior school.

Event Horizon – What’s on in & around Stilton
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Friends of Sawtry Community College

EASTER BINGO

SATURDAY 18th MARCH
Doors Open 7:00pm - Eyes Down 7:30pm
   Come along !



   Have fun !





Support your local College !
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LAMBING DAY

In aid of the NSPCC and The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution

Sunday 12th March 11am - 4pm  Manor Farm, Morborne

Lots to do & see !

· Come and see the new-born lambs and their mothers- you may even get to see a lamb being born.

· See the new chicks- if you’re lucky you may see one hatching from its shell!

· Find out what farm machinery does, meet our local farmers and see our locally grown crops.

· Fun stalls!
Face paints!
  Pedal tractors!

Refreshments available in Morborne Church

Why not join us at 3pm for our monthly service?

Adults £2 - Children £1 - Families £5
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Stilton & District Twinning Association

PRESENTS

QUIZ NIGHT

Sat 18th March 7:30pm

Stilton Memorial Hall

£ 6 per head

Ploughman’s Supper & pudding included!
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PRIZE BINGO

FOLKSWORTH VILLAGE HALL

March 3rd and March 31st      Eyes down 7:30pm

Food and Drink Prizes
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Stilton & District Twinning Association

Arras & Agincourt

A weekend in France

Includes:

· All travel

· 2 nights hotel b&b in the centre of Arras

· Saturday night restaurant dinner

· Sunday restaurant lunch

· Visit to Agincourt battlefield & museum

Depart Fri 23 June 16:30, return Sun 26 June evening

£130 per person (based on two sharing)

Deposit  £40. Places limited, so book NOW!

For details, call Linda Walford (01733) 241376

