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Safe Journey?

PARISH COUNCIL FOCUSES ON TRAFFIC PROBLEMS

Speeding, parking and school buses come under the spotlight to keep Stilton’s roads safe.

SCHOOL REPORT - WE PUBLISH LEAGUE RESULTS FOR LOCAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS

BOOKED OUT - MOBILE LIBRARIES - NEW TIMETABLE - AND MUCH MORE THAN YOU IMAGINED?

THANKS, STILTON - POPPY APPEAL SHOWS YOUR GENEROUS NATURE

CHEESY FEAT ! - PLANNING STARTS FOR CHEESE-ROLLING - CAN YOU HELP THIS YEAR?

The Parish Pump – Local News:
Heed your Speed !

PARISH COUNCIL PRESSES FOR BETTER TRAFFIC CONTROL

Concerned about frequent, often serious, accidents at the junction of North Street & the B1043, Stilton Parish Council collected evidence from people who had been injured at the site. We then lobbied Cambs County Council for a reduction in the speed limit. After some considerable time the following reply was received:

“The Norman Cross flyover is a location that my colleagues in the Accident Investigation & Prevention Section have been monitoring and it is they who sanctioned the provision of the road surfacing treatment and the interactive sign. We have previously discussed a possible reduction in the speed limit between the roundabout and the village but came to the conclusion that it would be more appropriate to directly address the “problem” with suitable measures; hence the surfacing and now the sign. The speed limit signs for the village are clearly visible to approaching drivers and there is no excuse for them to ignore them.

“I looked at the parking situation outside the school a few years ago and at that time found that it was similar to other small village schools, and that overall the parents parked fairly sensibly. The flow of through traffic was very low and the parked vehicles acted to slow the speed of any vehicles passing through. It is unfortunate that in situations like this there will always be a few drivers who are not as considerate as the majority, regardless of whatever measures are taken to try and discourage this behaviour. However from experience I would advise against the use of extensive parking restrictions as one of two things tends to happen. Firstly those who abide by them are often displaced into adjacent roads. These roads are usually residential and the displaced parking can be problematic for the residents due to it restricting access into and out of their drives, or reducing visibility when trying to emerge. The second occurrence is that some parents ignore the restrictions. This is something we have often witnessed, even in areas where there is a good chance of the police passing by.

“There is a general perception that the “congestion” that arises through vehicles being parked outside schools is dangerous. However this would seem to be to the contrary when looking at the accident statistics; the occurrence of an accident outside a school is thankfully a rarity.”

Karen Lunn, Cambs County Council

Incidentally, we still can’t work out how fast a vehicle has to be going to trigger the sign. Can anyone tell us? (NO THIS ISN’T FEBRUARY’S COMPETITION!)

The Parish Council is also pressing for a “30” roundel at the top of Caldecote Road. The worst offenders are school coaches coming into the village, both morning and afternoon, but cars frequently have trouble stopping at the junction with St Mary’s Road

Work in Progress

PLAYING FIELD NEWS

Draining the field will start as soon as the weather improves. The “bell”-shaped entrance will also be constructed as soon as possible. The seats will be replaced, litter bins positioned and cycle racks purchased. The sign, which will set out the rules, should be in position soon.

The Playing Field Committee is now seeking grants so that a multipurpose play area and adventure play equipment can be constructed. An overall plan is under review as there are very long-term considerations such as laying out a football pitch and provision of services.

LIGHTEN OUR DARKNESS

There has been one setback; the County Council has turned down our application for a grant towards the cost of streetlights along the path to the field gate. Steve Ambler is working hard on looking for grants; any suggestions of where financial help might be available would be most welcome. If you can help, please call Olive Main. (241206)

Cheese Rolling

May 1 2006 

This year, celebrating the history that has rolled along our high street, the theme is “Let's do the Timewalk” Stilton's position on the Great North Road made it an important stop for the postal system. At first, riders carried letters from stage to stage where horses could be changed and refreshments consumed. However, just 300 years ago on Friday 12 April 1706, the London to York coach service began. The journey took four days, leaving the Black Swan in Holborn at 5am on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. Stamford was the half-way point. 

So this year we will mark this anniversary with traditional dancers, maypole dancing and mummers, so get some costumes and practise your rolling! We need to raise money towards the Playing Field facilities, so any offers of sponsorship, prizes etc. will be welcome. Offers of help in the organization are also needed; with the retirement of Dave Stanbridge we need new referees and officials. If you would like to volunteer your services please ring Olive on 241206. Book your stall by contacting Carol on 242389.

GREY BIN DAYS:
Mon 6th & 20th Feb

GARDEN BIN DAYS:
Mon 13th & 27th Feb

RECYCLING DAYS:
Fri 10th & 24th Feb

In Memoriam

Percy Moody
26/7/18 - 16/1/06

Annette Lovell and her family would like to extend their most heartfelt and sincere thanks for all the messages of sympathy and condolence they received following the death of her father, Perce Moody on 16th January.

We would particularly like to thank all those people who continued to visit and call to enquire about Perce right up until the end. The knowledge that everyone was thinking about him and praying for him was, and still is, a great comfort.

We would also like to say a big thank you to Carol Young and her wonderful staff at Oak House for all the care and support they gave during Perce's last weeks and days. Words cannot express the admiration and appreciation we all feel towards these truly exceptional people who made his last few days and hours as comfortable and dignified as possible.

We owe everyone a huge debt of gratitude. Thank you. Annette Lovell
Bill Martin
Bill Martin passed away on 26th December 2005.

Eileen, Nesta, John and family want to thank the staff of Hillview, Sawtry for their care and attention during his illness.

School News

League Tables 2005

Secondary schools are ranked by the proportion of pupils gaining at least 5 GCSE passes at Grade C and above in any subject. 

Nationally, 56.3% of pupils reach the standard. Most Stilton children (around 180 at present) go to Sawtry Community College, but several other schools, both state and independent, take children from the village. 

So we thought we would reproduce the league table results for our local secondary schools.

“Value Added” measures the progress pupils make over the 5 years since entering a school at age 11. It is based on 1000; every 6 points above 1000 means that on average, pupils achieve a single GCSE grade better than expected. For every 6 points below 1000 children gained a grade less than expected.
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School Transport

Following the article in last month’s SCAN, we have learnt that several residents in North Street had told Sawtry Community College of their concerns over the heedless behaviour of its pupils at the bus stop at the end of Norman Drive.

The College reacted rapidly and alterations to the pick-up arrangements have been made.

Stilton Parish Council is monitoring all the school/college coaches that come in and out of the village to try and stop some of the dangerous manoeuvres frequently reported.

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Try to join us for this monthly breakfast get-together.

Feb 11th

We meet at 8am in the Church Meeting Room.

After eating, we take time to share and to pray, usually finishing around 9am.

(If you are coming, it helps to let us know a couple of days before if possible.)

Ring Richard 240282 or Doug 242229

(Advert)

HANGERS ON

Tues 28th Feb  7:30pm

Church Meeting Room
Stamping Night

Bring paper, card and any stamps you have
(Advert)

Contacting our Local Police

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU...

Yaxley Office:
1 Queen Street Yaxley PE7 3JE

Call 0845 456 4564 and ask for the Yaxley office:

Ext: 4162:
Yaxley Neighbourhood Policing Team Sgt. Shaun Ryan

Ext: 4171:
Yaxley NPT Community Officers (Voice mail facility)

Stilton and Villages: 

PC Wendy Ellis:


07753 577 502 (mobile)

PCSO Barry Chamberlain:
07921 094 828

Yaxley and Villages: 

PC Sue Walker:


07889 499066

PCSO Gill Goodfellow:

07921 094814

email:- any of the community team using the following example format:wendy.ellis@cambs.pnn.police.uk

(Advert)

‘Contact’

Worship together in our parishes

Opportunities for sharing themes and visiting speakers, as well as sharing together our worship gifts. As we have a variety of tastes there will be a variety of styles and formats, with the services at Stilton usually giving us a chance to share together in Holy Communion. [image: image3.png]Location
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Also in term time there will be Sunday Adventurers. Come and join us - invite a friend!

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton - Wednesday Worship at Lunchtime

Holy Communion followed by a soup & bread lunch

Every 3rd Wednesday in the month 12:30 - 1:30pm

Feb 15th

Break the bread of fellowship with us in tranquil surroundings

Bookworm – Library News

Branching Out !

MOBILE LIBRARIES BRING BRANCH FACILITIES TO YOUR DOOR

From the 30th January most mobile library calling times have changed.

NEW ROUTES

Following a long period of consultation, we have been able to make many improvements. The revised routes include new stops, and more stops timed to suit school children. Some communities have increased frequency, and others have stops better timed to meet community needs.

Mobile libraries have changed a lot over the years. They were once regarded as dark, cramped, unreliable and uninviting. Not any more! They are now light, attractive and spacious and, except for internet terminals, have every facility of a branch library. They all have computer issuing facilities with instant access to the catalogue. So books or talking books can be ordered or renewed from home and can be returned to any public library or mobile library in Cambridgeshire.

LIFELINE

We know that the mobile library is often a lifeline for mothers with young children, for those without their own transport and the elderly. During the consultation we had many positive comments underlining the value of the service. Access for frail, elderly or disabled users is made easy, often through the use of a lift. Why not try out a modern mobile library? We think you will enjoy it!

Huntingdon Mobile 1 - route H110 Stops: Alternate Thursdays

Feb 2nd : Feb.16th : March 2nd : March 16th : March 30th : April 13th :  April 27th
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(Advert)

Mobile Library

Feb 2nd & 16th

3:15-3:45pm Outside The Talbot

Renewals & enquiries:(0845) 045 5225  www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/

(Advert)

Stilton Ladies’ Group

9th Feb 7:30pm Church Meeting Room

Tranquility Unlimited

Carole Whalley

Indian Head Massage, Swedish Head Massage etc

(Advert)

Sewing Tuesdays

Church Meeting Room Tuesdays from 2:30 pm

Bring your own sewing, knitting, crochet - whatever.

Chat and have a cuppa with other enthusiasts.

Here is the ideal opportunity to finish off that project you have had in the cupboard for years!

Very informal.  Just come along, but if you want any further information give Pat Maltman a ring on (01733) 242229.

Yaxley Group Practice news

Pharmacy 

This was one of the busiest Christmas seasons we have ever experienced. The number of prescription requests shocked us all and, even though we were well prepared, we really struggled to meet the demands. Therefore I would like to express my "Thanks" and "Apologies" to our patients and staff. 

First of all we would like to offer our sincere apologies to those patients who had to come back for their medication, and to those of you who had to wait longer than expected. I would also like to say a "Big Thanks" to those of you who gave us the extra time we needed to catch up, and those of you who graciously came back for delayed medication. 

Finally a Big Thank You to my team, who were under a great deal of pressure, but carried on regardless and on Christmas Eve we were up to date at last. 

Sally McKallip, Pharmacy Manager

Staff Changes 

We would like to welcome Gemma McNulty who joined us on the 21st November. Gemma will be working in the Pharmacy and we hope she enjoys working at YGP. 

Christmas Draw& 2006 Calendar 

We would like to say a big thank you to everybody who has supported us in either buying our Draw tickets or our 2006 Calendar. Our Calendar has been very well received this year and any comments you have passed on to us have been noted. 

Your support and generosity as always is greatly appreciated. 

The winners of the Christmas Draw are listed below.

1st Prize: 
Mr.Chris Goddard

2nd Prize: 
Mrs. Lynsey Batty

3rd Prize: 
Mrs. M Prime

4th Prize: 
Mr. T Bayliss

5th Prize 
Mr. Steven Roe 

Congratulations to all of them 

Maternity Leave 

Community Nurse Sue Watson is on maternity leave from 13th January for approximately 12 months. Angie Woods and Marian Burgess will increase their hours to cover for Sue's maternity leave. Also going on Maternity Leave is Receptionist Kathryn Lilley, who started her leave on 9th January. Sue Corney will be joining us in the Reception team to cover Kathryn's Maternity Leave. 

We all wish Sue and Kathryn well.

Diary Dates
Half Day Closing

Wednesday 15th February from 1pm to 5pm. Pharmacy will be open from 2pm. Emergency Telephone No. (01733) 240478

Appointments Missed 

During December the following number of Patients did not keep their appointments with: Doctor 22
Nurse 31 

If you are unable to keep your appointment with either the Doctor or the Nurse then please contact Reception. Your cooperation would be appreciated. Thank you 

Carer Support Group 

The next meeting of the Carer Support Group will be Wed 1st Feb from 2-4pm in the Health Education Room. If you are interested in joining the Carer Group, which is for any patient who cares for a relative or friend in their own home, then please contact Linda in the Patients' Library. 

Age Well Club

FEBRUARY 

7th February
Shaws Coaches

Promoting Holiday Tours by Shaws

14th February
Mr. Greg Baker (Hegarty & Co Solicitors)

"Dealing with someone's Estate" 

21st February
Mrs. Rita Smith

Me & my Teddy Bears 

28th February
Kate Edge The Czech Republic 

For more details and information please contact Linda in the Patients' Library

Stilton Mailcoach

Dear Editor

I am happy to be able to report that once again Stilton, Folksworth and Caldecote have increased their donation to the Poppy Appeal with a total of £1,221.66.

It has never been my custom to mention any particular person or group, but I really must mention the customers of The Talbot, who more than doubled their last year’s contribution. Well done! Do it again in 2006!

Also this year we have welcomed a new addition to our collecting force: Mrs Blythe of Norman Cross. We could still squeeze in a few more for this year.

The District Organiser has told me that the most money ever raised in the Yaxley District in a Poppy Appeal year (May to May) was around £8,000. There is every indication that this will be exceeded for 2005-6, and the people of Stilton, Folksworth and Caldecote will have played a part in this achievement.

Tom Cochrane, Local Poppy Appeal Organiser

(Advert)

Stilton Gardening Club

Tue 21st Feb 7:30 Church Meeting Room

Brian Croll

Lilies

(Advert)

Stilton Over 60’s
Fri 24th Feb 2-4pm Church Meeting Room

Allan Moores

The Baltic Island of Gotland

Everyone welcome!

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Try to join us for this monthly breakfast get-together.

Feb 11th
We meet at 8am in the Church Meeting Room.

After eating, we take time to share and to pray, usually finishing around 9am.

(If you are coming, it helps to let us know a couple of days before if possible.)

Ring Richard 240282or Doug 242229

Event Horizon – What’s on in & around Stilton

Friends of Sawtry Community College

QUIZ NIGHT

SATURDAY 11th FEBRUARY

Doors Open 7:00pm - Quiz starts 7:30pm

All welcome ! Don’t miss it !

Friends of Sawtry Community College

EASTER BINGO

SATURDAY 18th MARCH
Doors Open 7:00pm - Eyes Down 7:30pm
   Come along !



   Have fun !





Support your local College !
