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On Top Form!

STILTON SCHOOL BEST IN THE AREA - IT’S OFFICIAL!

Ranked 25th in the entire county, Stilton Primary School is giving our youngsters a great start in life.

NEW BLOOD - TALENTED RIDERS JOIN STILTON RACE TEAM

GROWING PAINS? - PARISH COUNCIL KEEPS AN EYE ON THE GROWTH PLANS FOR PETERBOROUGH

GO ONLINE - A VAST AMOUNT OF INFORMATION IS NOW ACCESSIBLE AT YAXLEY LIBRARY

ROAD SAFETY - CONCERNS FOR OUR SCHOOLCHILDREN

The Parish Pump – Local News:
Special Rubbish Collections
There will be three collections in 2006, the dates should be similar to those in 2005 but will be published in SCAN as soon as they are confirmed. Watch this space!

After November's collection there was concern about activities of groups removing items that had been put out for removal. If you see something you would like please ask the householder, (who is unlikely to refuse you!) and make sure you put everything back neatly. If you see someone in a van or with a pick-up truck taking your items without permission please take the number of the vehicle and report it to PC Ellis. Regardless of what anyone tells you, no one has permission from Stilton Parish Council or Huntingdonshire District Council to sort through your cast-offs.

FIND A GOOD HOME

If you have good quality household items you want to dispose of why not contact FREECYCLE on: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/freecyclepboro No money changes hands, but your goods will find a good home, rather than ending up in landfill and you can request anything you might want in return.

School Transport
Stilton Parish Council frequently receives complaints about the road safety hazards caused by school and college coaches. The letter on p10 has been the catalyst for organizing a review of educational transport in Stilton to try and co-ordinate timings, pick-up points and routes, and to point out the worst driver behaviour that puts not only the pupils, but pedestrians and other drivers at risk.

Poo Corner 

THE PERENNIAL PROBLEM 

Dog fouling is the one issue that never disappears from the Parish Council's list of problems. For several years we have tried to get more "poop bins". We now hear that the District Council will not install any in Stilton, but will allow us to purchase and install more multi-purpose litter bins as long as they are sited along the main roads and so can be emptied by the District Council on a weekly basis.  We now need the County Council's permission to put bins on their highways.

NEW SHELTERS

Once we have the go-ahead we intend to place bins adjacent to the bus stops on Caldecote Road and at the High Street end of Church Close; at the end of the walkway from Cooper Thornhill Road to the School; and along North Street (east side) up as far as the Depot. Once we have County's permission, two new bus shelters will be erected on the east side of North Street and the existing shelters refurbished.

Christmas Refuse Collection
Just a reminder that you can now put kitchen waste in your garden bin. This includes ALL food waste - even the Christmas turkey! But please wrap it up in old newspaper to stop your bin smelling. This new facility is the result of significant investment in high-temperature composting to kill off harmful bacteria.

Your old Christmas tree can be chopped up and put in the garden bin - otherwise leave it next to the bin. Just be sure to take ALL the tinsel and baubles off it first! (And DON’T leave it up after Twelfth Night or the goblins will get you!)

Regular Refuse Collection Bye Laws 

If you use blue refuse sacks rather than wheelie bins, please note that your refuse should not be put outside your property before 8pm on the evening prior to collection, which starts at 6:30am on Mondays.

New Young Stars
Colleen McQuillan, a pupil of Stilton School, was in “Annie” at the Key Theatre in November.

BOOK NOW!

Chloe Hebden is appearing in the London stage production of “Billy Elliott.” A coach party from Stilton is being organised to go to London to see the play, probably a Saturday in May or June. Full details are not yet available but if you are interested please contact:

· Karen Bloomfield
(242014)
45 Mill Road,

· Olive Main 

(241206)
8 Caldecote Road.

The coach fare will depend on numbers but will be around £15 per head. Tickets for the show will be booked.

GREY BIN DAYS:
Mon 9th & 23rd Jan

GARDEN BIN DAYS:
Tue 3rd, Mon 16th & 30th Jan

RECYCLING DAYS:
Fri 13th & 27th Jan

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Try to join us for this monthly breakfast get-together.

Jan 14th

We meet at 8am in the Church Meeting Room.

After eating, we take time to share and to pray, usually finishing around 9am.

(If you are coming, it helps to let us know a couple of days before if possible.)

Ring Richard 240282 or Doug 242229

School News

Top of the Class !

STILTON PRIMARY SCHOOL’S EXCELLENT TEST RESULTS

Stilton School came top of the local schools in national test results published in December. The table below gives the details of the percentage of children reaching at least level 4 in English, Mathematics and Science in tests taken in Summer 2005.

Level 4 is the expected level for an 11 year old and most of those taking the tests would be 11; some would be 10. Included are the figures for all schools in England and for Cambridgeshire.

Everyone sends congratulations to the children and staff at Stilton School who have all worked very hard, and effectively, to reach these high standards. Next year the government's targets are 85% of children to reach level 4 in Mathematics and English.

LOCAL AUTHORITY REVIEW 

On 17th October Cambridgeshire Local Education Authority reviewed the school. A pleasing report was received in December and Miss Baughan, the head teacher, circulated it to all parents. The Deputy Head, Mrs Helen Smallman, was described as “an outstanding classroom practitioner.” Leadership, particularly in English and Mathematics, was identified as strength. A long list of strengths was included and a much shorter list of recommendations for improvement, most of which are already being addressed. The report summed up: “Overall this is a happy school where staff, pupils and parents work together to create a positive learning environment.”
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High Street Beat – Police Report

CRIME REPORT

November 9 - December 13 

3 recorded crimes:

· Attempted theft of aluminium 

· Theft of pedal cycle

· ABH 

There have also been reports of antisocial behaviour in Walnut Way/Church Street. Please report any such incidents to Wendy Ellis or PCSO Barry Chamberlain. 

The attempted theft of aluminium is probably not an isolated incident and may involve a white 7½ ton lorry with a crane on the back. If you see anything suspicious please take the vehicle’s number and report it to the Police. 

LOCAL NEWS 

PC Ellis is on leave from Dec 24 to Jan 23, but PCSO Barry Chamberlain and all the rest of the Yaxley team will be available. 

PC Ellis is holding a “surgery” on Thursday 26 Jan between 6 and 7 pm in the mobile police station which will be parked on High Street/North Street. If you have a policing issue please go along.

VILLAGE CENTRE PARKING 

Repainting of the double yellow lines is being organised, but tickets are still likely to be issued to persistent offenders. 

School Parking is also under review; particularly after problems experienced by the bus during the School concert in December. We do not want double yellow lines all along Church Street, but if drivers persist in antisocial parking that blocks the road and obstructs the pavement this is what will happen.

(Advert)

Cambs Police

Yaxley Neighbourhood Team

“SURGERY”

Thurs 26th Jan 6 - 7pm

Mobile Police Station

Stilton Village Centre

· Meet our “Village Bobbies”

· Raise your concerns

(Advert)

Contacting our Local Police

MAY THE FORCE BE WITH YOU...

Yaxley Office:
1 Queen Street Yaxley PE7 3JE

Call 0845 456 4564 and ask for the Yaxley office:

Ext: 4162:
Yaxley Neighbourhood Policing Team Sgt. Shaun Ryan

Ext: 4171:
Yaxley NPT Community Officers (Voice mail facility)

Stilton and Villages: 

PC Wendy Ellis:


07753 577 502 (mobile)

PCSO Barry Chamberlain:
07921 094 828

Yaxley and Villages: 

PC Sue Walker:


07889 499066

PCSO Gill Goodfellow:

07921 094814

email:- any of the community team using the following example format:wendy.ellis@cambs.pnn.police.uk

(Advert)

HANGERS ON

Tues 31st Jan  7:30pm

Church Meeting Room

Knitting

New ideas for scarves, mittens etc

(Advert)

‘Contact’

Worship together in our parishes
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No of eligible

English

Maths

Science

Total

Total

pupils

2004

2005

National Results. average

79

75

95

Cambridgeshire average

(33rd in country)

82

78

90

245

250

Stilton

25th in county

38

95

87

100

269

282

Sawtry

88th in county

77

81

83

95

272

258

Folksworth

91st in county

14

86

86

86

267

257

Holme

156th in county

16

63

75

81

244

219

Total number of eligible schools

in Cambridgeshire

172

Opportunities for sharing themes and visiting speakers, as well as sharing together our worship gifts. As we have a variety of tastes there will be a variety of styles and formats, with the services at Stilton usually giving us a chance to share together in Holy Communion.

Also in term time there will be Sunday Adventurers. Come and join us - invite a friend!

Beyond the Bounds

Local Development

LATEST CONSULTATIONS

Stilton Parish Council continues to monitor developments on the emerging Local Development Framework. The latest consultations include proposed policies on the location of wind farms and travellers’ sites. It should be noted that all these plans are in a consultation phase at the moment and nothing is yet cast in concrete. However, this is clearly the best time to ensure that the right policies are adopted, as they will determine the shape of the whole area for years to come.

THE PETERBOROUGH EFFECT

The Parish Council also continues to monitor the wider picture, in particular what is happening in our neighbouring city of Peterborough. As you may be aware, Peterborough was awarded Area Growth Status under Regional Planning Guidance No. 14 (RPG14). An Urban Regeneration Company has been established with Sir Brian Mawhinney in the Chair.

SUBSTANTIAL GROWTH

Peterborough certainly faces an exciting time over the next 15 years with plans for substantial growth, creating thousands of new jobs. To accommodate all the new workers it is projected that as many as 30,000 new houses will need to be built by 2021. Allowing for suitable infrastructure that would equate to FOUR more Hamptons. Alternatively, even with minimal infrastructure, they would still need an area equivalent to 25 Stiltons!

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton - Wednesday Worship at Lunchtime

Holy Communion followed by a soup & bread lunch

Every 3rd Wednesday in the month 12:30 - 1:30pm

Jan 18th

Break the bread of fellowship with us in tranquil surroundings

Bookworm – Library News

On-line Resources

YAXLEY LIBRARY - AN INFORMATION GATEWAY

The Library Service has subscribed to various Online Reference services, which both Readers and library staff will be able to use to answer a great range of enquiries. All the staff at Yaxley Library attended an Online Training Course. This took the form of a Powerpoint presentation and we were also able to try out some of the sites for ourselves. These include:

· Dictionaries (such as the Dictionary of National Biography,
which includes short biographies of famous people. 

· Encyclopaedia Britannicaand a World Atlas. 

· The Times Digital Archive, which covers the years 1785 - 1985.
The entire newspaper is covered, including news articles, advertisements, illustrations and photos.

There is also a site called Info Trac, which covers the years from 1996 onwards and gives National and some regional UK daily and Sunday papers.

LOADS MORE

There are many more sites available - too many to list here - so do come in to the library and spend some time browsing through what is there for you to use.

AND FOR THE TINIES...

We have had some excellent visits from schools and playgroups this term, and Story time and Rhymetime had lovely Christmas themes and visits from Father Christmas.

The new dates for our Pre-School Story Time, which is on alternate Thursdays  from 2:15-2:45pm, are as follows:

· 12th & 26th January

· 9th February

· 2nd, 16th & 30th March

The new dates for Rhymetime, which is for babies and toddlers aged 0-2 years,  are on alternate Fridays as follows:

· 6th & 20th January

· 3rd & 24th February

· 10th & 24th March

Kath Perry, Library Supervisor

Mobile Library

Jan 6th & 20th  10:50-11:35am Outside The Talbot

Renewals & enquiries:(0845) 045 5225 www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/leisure/libraries/

No visit on December 30th
(Advert)

Stilton Ladies’ Group

12th Jan 7:30pm Church Meeting Room

(Advert)

Sewing Tuesdays

Church Meeting Room Tuesdays from 2:30 pm

Bring your own sewing, knitting, crochet - whatever.

Chat and have a cuppa with other enthusiasts.

Here is the ideal opportunity to finish off that project you have had in the cupboard for years!

Very informal.  Just come along, but if you want any further information give Pat Maltman a ring on (01733) 242229.

Stilton Mailcoach

AN ACCIDENT WAITING TO HAPPEN?

Dear Sir/Madam

I write to you having spent today reliving the events of my journey to work. In order to leave Stilton, where I have lived for nearly 4yrs, I have to travel by car down Norman Drive to the main road out to Norman Cross. As it happens this takes place around 8:30am. At the same time the local teenagers are gathering on the corner awaiting the school bus. It was earlier last year when I first became aware this was a problem when a seemingly oblivious child sprinted out into the road to speak to her mate on the other side. Luckily it was dry and the emergency stop I performed was successful.

Since then I have crawled down the road for fear of a repeat performance, and thank goodness I did this morning. Some of the local boys were obviously getting fed up with waiting for the bus so decided to play catch with tennis balls across the road in the entrance to Norman Drive. I crawled along as usual when a ball landed in the road. Both boys ran out to get the ball and my car stopped around 3 feet from them. It all happened in a second and all I got for my trouble was a dazed expression and loads of  "I'm so clever" laughter. They appeared to have no road sense and were total unfazed by the danger.

I was young once and thought I was indestructible, but I don't want to be the one that teaches these kids the hard way.

In addition to this, the general gathering of children on the corner of Norman Drive is a serious impairment to the vision of drivers trying to turn left toward Norman Cross. Would it be possible to either move the bus stop, persuade the children to move down the road or stop picking them up from that stop altogether?

To conclude, I work in a local A&E department and see people like this daily, and the anguish on the Parents' faces when they have to visit after that fraught call to home. Please put a very stark warning in the next SCAN and contact the school before some child ends up as a statistic.

A Concerned Resident (name & address supplied)

PUDSEY SAYS THANKS!

Thank you to all who came and supported the Chidren in Need event on Sunday 6th November, and especially thanks to all who came and mucked in! We raised a fantastic £208, all of which will go to support Children in Need.

Paula Wright

(Advert)

Stilton Gardening Club

Tue 17th Jan 7:30 Church Meeting Room

It’s a Hoot!

Philip Shailer will bring some of his owls

(Advert)

St Mary Magdalene, Stilton

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Try to join us for this monthly breakfast get-together.

Jan 14th
We meet at 8am in the Church Meeting Room.

After eating, we take time to share and to pray, usually finishing around 9am.

(If you are coming, it helps to let us know a couple of days before if possible.)

Ring Richard 240282or Doug 242229

Sporting Life – The Winners’ Podium!

New Blood

The Stilton Racing Team is busy recruiting new riders for the 2006 racing season. Ben Price from Wimblington and Anthony Spencer from Thurlby have renewed their contracts and, following publicity on several National websites, a number of riders expressed an interest. We have recruited four new riders to join Ben and Anthony and are awaiting confirmation from another rider.

WIZARD OF OZ

The first of our new signings is a Leeds-based Australian, Damian "Damo" Harris from Queensland. Damo is an unknown quantity to me but with a decent record back home in Oz, including a State Sprint Championship on the track and 8th in the Nationals. I am taking a risk having had my fingers burnt by a South African signing that went belly up but Australians living abroad have a decent record. Damo is off home for Christmas and New Year so he should be lucky with the weather and come back ready to go.

THE WRIGHT STUFF

We also welcome new signing Jimmy Wright from Preston. Jimmy is a soldier serving in the Royal Engineers and has done his tour in Iraq so we can hopefully expect a full season from him. Jimmy first came to my notice back in 1999 when Stilton RT promoted a race for 3/4/L categories with all eight of our Elites actually marshalling on the day, a race that he won. His sprint finish impressed me at the time and he quickly moved up the categories before moving to France to try his hand. After several years and winning 3 races he elected to move back to the UK and join the Army. He had a quiet year last season (for obvious reasons) but is raring to go in 2006.

Finally I wish everyone a prosperous New Year - and if you have a spare £3,000 then I know a worthy team that you could help sponsor!

Dave Stanbridge

Event Horizon – What’s on in & around Stilton

WORKERS’ EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION EASTERN REGION (Reg Charity No. 314001)

PRESENTS

British Birds - A ten-week course by Terry Mitcham

Tuesday evenings at 7:30pm from 10th January

in the Royal British Legion, 210 Broadway, Yaxley

The course will consist of eight classroom studies,
followed by two practical sessions at Rutland Water

Key topics:

· Exploring the mysteries of migration

· How & why birds migrate

· Amazing bird journeys

· How to get started in Bird Watching

Full syllabus available in January

For more information, contact:

R A Dudley MBE, Branch Secretary, 43 Atherstone Avenue, Peterborough PE3 9TU 
(01733) 269341

